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To THE MOST NOBLE 5 2 


CHARLES, 


MARQUIS OF 


ROCKINGHAM, 


Earl of MarTon, Viſcount. 
A HICGHAM FERRERS, Knight 
of the Moſt Noble Order of 
the Garter, and one of His 
Majeſty's Moſt Honourable 


Privy Council, 


. My Lok 6 

HOSE who, like Your 

Lordſhip, add a Brilliancy 1 

by their Virtue to the Honours 4 

to which they were born, are AZ 
A 2 certain 


DEDICATION. 
certain to draw upon themſelves 
the Addreſſes of thoſe who know 


how to reverence and eſteem 
thoſe Virtues. I ſhould count 


* unworthy of the Name 
of an ENGLIsHMAN, if I ſhould. 


neglect to teſtify the great Senfe 
T have of the Public Services 
You have lately done to this Na- 
tion, divided by Factions, and 
torn by inteſtine Diſcord. In 
Your Fd 

niſtration, the moſt noble Ef- 
forts were made to conciliate the 


Mother Country with HER Co- 
lonies, to declare the Illegality 
of a Power ufurped by former 
Miniſters, and to make this Na- 
tion Great, United and Happy. 


You ſought no Emoluments for 
Yourſelt, 


ort, but glorious Admi- 


DEDICATION. 


Yourſelf, F amily, or Depend- 


ents, but was content with the 
Glory of having acted right; 
without any other Reward than 
that Pleaſure, that Heart-felt 
Satisfaction which conſcious Vir- 
tue affords to the Great and 


Good: And if we have no lon- 


ger the Happineſs to fee You at 
the Head of Affairs, we can but 
lament that the accumulated 
Sins of this Nation have deſerved 
to haye You taken from them. 


In Your Retirement from 
Public Buſineſs, happy ſhall 1 
eſteem myſelf if the Work Thave 
the Honour to dedicate to Your 
Lordſhip, can divert a leiſure 
Hour. The Author of it ſtands 
A 5 m—_ 
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foremoſt in the Republic of Let- 
ters, for uniting Morality with 
Pleaſantry; and by his happy 
Ridicule of Vice and Folly in- 
culcating Wiſdom and Virtue : 
As CkRVANTESs then is the Firſt 
Writer of his Nation, it is but 
that he ſhould be patroni- 
zed by one of the Firſt Noble- 
men of a Country diſtinguiſhed 
for their Taſte in Polite Litera- 
ture. 


To You then, my Lord, Crr- 
_ vanTEs flys for Shelter, againſt 
the moroſe Moralift, the idle 
Pedant, and the ſnarling Critic; 
his other Works are admired by 
all Nations, and your Approba- 
tion of Tas will affix the _ 
© 


DEDICATION. 


of Merit to it---for who will 
dare to condemn what a Rocx- 
INGHAM applauds ? 


Jam, 
with the greateſt Reſpect, 
may it pleaſe Your Lordſhip; 
Your Lordſhip's ad obedient 


and devoted humble Servant, 


The TRANSLATOR. 


* yu. 
Weed Ae . 1 2 4 8 


P R E F A 


V. Iguel casten de Saavedra is 


known throughout Europe by 
his excellent writings; his hiſto 2 
Don Quixote, his Perfiles and Sig 
munda, and his us are too OM 
and univerſally eſteemed to need any 
encomiums ; and it 1s not to be doubt- 
ed, but his Dialogue of the two Dogs, 
and his comical hiſtory of Rincon 
and Cortado would have been equal- 
ly eſteemed, had they been as well 
known; the ſame fine ſatire, the ſame 
delicate raillery, the ſame vein of hu- 
mour, and the ſame morality, are diſ- 
tinguiſhable in this little book here 


_ preſented to the public, as are found 


to have been ſo highly celebrated in 
his other works; ſo that all who have 


a taſte for this excellent writer will be 


pleaſed at ſeeing this work in Engliſh; 
and to ſuch I can have no occaſion to 
. 1 pal 


PREFACE 


| apolog ogize for this tranſlation, in which 
ſpirit of the auther is kept up, as 


— 1 as the different idioms of the 
two languages will admit of. 

Every perſon Who has the leaſt ies 
of the gravity and natural ſolemnity of 


the Spaniards, will be aſtoniſhed that 


ſuch humour could be found in one 


of that nation. Spain has produced 
learned divines, and good hiſtorians, 


but a pleaſant ſatyriſt it could never 


boaſt of before Cervantes. Other 


writers owe much to imitation ; but 
his ſoaring genius ſcorned to copy ſer- 
vilely after the manner of any man, 


and ſtruck out a method of writing 
altogether new; ſo that it has been 
the greateſt praiſe of ſeveral writers 
of different .countries that they knew 
How to copy after him; the late Mr. 
Henry Fielding acquired honour by his 
197 55 Andres, only in proportion as 
cceeded in the imitation of my 
author. 
In this work altho' Cervantes ridicules 
he reigning vices and follies of his na- 


tion, 


A 


BIA 
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tion, yet his characters are not merely 
local, and confined to Spain alone; they 
will equally ſtrike in all countries; the 
ſame ſubjects for ſatire are to be found 
in all nations; therefore this work 
will be not only entertaining but uſe- 
ful to the Engl reader, 2 will ſeo 
what is evil held up in a ſtrong light, 
and every offender beholding himſelf 
characterized under a borrowed name, 
will be afraid of ridicule, and amend 
himſelf, through ſhame. 

Satire indeed has one advantage over 
moſt other methods of inſtruction, that 
the poignancy thereof gives it a kind of 
agreeable reliſh, and prevents its being 
diſguſting even to thoſe it is pointed at; 


that is, provided it be decent and de- 


licate, (though indeed, when it de- 
viates therefrom it ceaſes to be ſatire,” 
and degenerates into ſcurrility, in- 
vective, and perſonal abuſe) and in 


that decent delicacy none is more emi- 


nently diſtinguiſned than Cervantes. 
In his works you ſee your own pic- 
ture drawn, and join. in the laugh at 

fl; your. 
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your own abſurdities. He has none 


of the impiety of Lucian, the ill-na- 
ture of Per/ius, the ribaldry of Rabe- 
lais, or the obſcenity of Apuleus, Mar- 
tial, or Petronius ; but his ſtrokes are 
no leſs keen becauſe his inſtrument 1s 
well poliſhed; and to conclude all in one 
word, he is an author /u7 generis, of a 
ſpecies of writing invented by himſelf, 
and never equalled by any other. 

In this Dialogue and the Comical 
Hiſtory which follows it, may be ſeen 


a true picture of the world. Don 
Quixote was levelled at one particular 


ſpecies of folly, which had infected the 
whole kingdom of Spain; but this 


ſeems to have a more extenſive view, 


anda greater ſcope, not being confined 
to any one ſpecies, but pleaſingly diver- 


fified, ſo as to be more uſeful, while 


it is equally amuſing. 


 Letnoone then be diſguſted with the 
ſeeming oddity of the title, nor the drol- 


lery of the language; there is nothing 
puerile in the diction or matter; and 
although it may be ſuppoſed, that the 


author 
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author of Pompey the Little, or tie 


Adventures of a Lap-Dog, took his 
hint from this Dialogue, yet on the 
peruſal of this, there is no doubt to 
which the judicious reader will give 


the preference; Iſhall therefore decline 


drawing any parallel between them, 
although it would be ſo apparently 
advantageous to my author, but leave 
it to be made by thoſe who chuſe to 
take the trouble of comparing them. 

I ſhall alſo omit ſaying any thing 
more of the tranſlation (in which grea- 
ter care hath been taken to give the 


ſenſe of my author than a cloſe adhe- 


rence to his words, which would have 
been far from pleaſing) leſt I ſhould be 
found guilty of vanity. This only I will 
preſume to ſay, that thoſe who would 


chuſe to employ a leiſure hour in the 


peruſal thereof, will not, in the end, 
eſteem their time thrown away. 
While I endeavour to recommend 
my author and his manner of writing, 
I would not wiſh to be underſtood that 
I would exclude the reading, or leſſen 


the 


PREFACE, 


the value of more ſerious writers, whe 
treat on virtue and re ex profeſſo: 
but, as it is impoſſible to 

tention always fixed on grave objects, 
and as the human mind neceſſarily de- 
mands ſome relaxation, ſo it will ever 
be held commendable in our lighter 
ſubjects, where they conduce to the 
great end of making us better as well 
as wiſer ; and in that view the writings 
of Cervantes may be beheld, that 
while they pleaſe and relax, yet they 
amend the mind : and though we may 
take up his works with only an intent 
of amuſement, yet the u/eful is ſo hap- 
pily blended with the faweer, that we 
are, in a manner, cheated into a leſſon 
of morality. 

_ Happy will be thoſe future writers 
who ſo far follow his method as to 


avoid laying ſnares for the innocent, 


pointing out the paths of vice, and 


{preading its contagious poiſon in the 


breaſts of our youth of both ſexes. 
Too many ſuch writers have we had 
of late; too many, who falſely think 


they 


cep the at- 
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they cannot pleaſe unleſs they cor- 


rupt: and while ſo many books are 
N which teach bad, that muſt 
ave ſome commendation which is, at 


leaſt, perfectly innocent. 
Thus, I doubt not, but the intro- 


duction of this book to the public eye 
will be approved of, and the reading of 


it recommended by all who would 


encourage virtue, and condemn the 


vices and follies of mankind. 
Let not any over- delicate reader 


cenſure ſome of theſe characters as o%%,ĩ, 


and cry out, What have we to do with 
the tricks of ſharpers, the adventures 
of butchers, ſhepherds, and catch- 
poles, the intrigues of algnazils, 
and ſuch law people? To. ſuch I 
would anſwer, there is nothing /ow 
which is not beneath nature. If the 
characters are juſtly drawn, they are 
as perfect in their ſeveral natures as 
thoſe of monarchs and heroes : and as 
the world contains infinitely more 
people in a middling ſtate of life than 


in more exalted ſtations, that work 
— n_ 


TIED 


PREFACE. 


will be more extenſively uſeful which 
diſplays the vices and follies which the 


bulk of mankind are liable to fall in- 
to, than that which treats of the in- 


trigues of courts, the revolutions of 
ſtates, and the actions of kings, which 


however they may pleaſe, intereft the 


generality of readers but very faintly. 


If therefore, in this work, a proper 


abhorrence for vice, a decent regard to 


the ſocial duties of mankind, a pleaſant 
and diverting diſplay of the neceffary - 
ch good and ill, are 


conſequence of bo 
reſented to the reader, it will not be 
OD his attention; and ſuch is this 
work, that no parent or guardian can 
bluſh at putting it into the hands of 
the youth under their care. 


0 


DIALOGUE 


4 : WHICH PASSED BETWEEN 


Scipio and Berganſa. 


1 Scipio. RIEND Berganſa, let us leave 
1 T3 the hoſpital this night to pro- 
k | yidence, and retire to this un- 
frequented place, where we may enjoy, 
without being heard, this uncommon 2 
vour which heaven has granted to us both 
at the ſame inſtant. 

Berganſa. Scipio, J hear you ſpeak, and I 
am ſenſible I ſpeak to you, and yet I can- 
not believe it, becauſe I think our ſpeaking 
is ſo ſupernatural. 

Seip. What you ſay, Berganſa, is very true, 


and this prodigy 1s ſo much the greater, in 
B that 


(2) 

that we not only ſpeak, but with judgment, 
as if we were capable of reaſoning, this be- 
ing the only difference between brutes and 
men, that man 1s a rational, and a brute an 
irrational creature. 

Berg. I underſtand, Scipio, all you ſay; 
and that you are able to ſpeak, and I to 
underſtand, excites in me new admiration 


and aſtoniſhment : It is true, that in the 


courſe of my life, I have many times 
heard our ſupertor excellence, above other 
animals, ſpoken of; and that ſome have 
thought that we have a natural inſtinct fo 
quick and penetrating in many things, that 
ic differs little from the faculty of rea- 
ſoning. | eg 
Scip. What I have heard moſt extolled, is 
our great memory, our gratitude, and our 
fidelity, ſo that it is cuſtomary to paint us 
as a ſymbol of friendſhip; and in like man- 
ner you may have ſcen, (if you have ever 
minded it) that on thoſe marble monuments, 
where the perſons who are interred beneath 
are preſented, when they are man and wife, 
they place at their feet the figure of a dog, 
denoting, that during their life-time, they 
preſerved an inviolable friendſhip and fide- 
lity to one another. 1 | 
Berg. J know well enough, that there have 
been dogs ſo loving, that they have 2 
10 | TtnNem- 


(21 


themſelves into the ſame grave with the dead 
bodies of their maſters; others have ſtaid 
upon their maſters graves without ſtirring 
a moment from them, and have voluntarily 
ſtarved themſelves to death, refuſing to 
touch the food that was brought them : I 
know likewiſe, that after the elephant, the 
dog holds the firſt place for ſagacity ; next 
the horſe; and laſtly the ape. 

Scip. J allow it to be ſo; but ſtill you 
mult own, that you have never either ſeen 
or heard that any elephant, dog, horſe, or 
ape, ever ſpoke. From whence I conceive, 
that this our ſpeaking ſo of a ſudden, falls 


under the denomination of thoſe things 


which are called prodigies; which, when 
they happen, experience has ſhewn, that 
ſome great calamity threatens the world. 
Berg. I believe, indeed, that this pre- 
ſages no good to the world; for I heard a 
ſtudent ſay, a few days ſince, going through 
Alcala de Henares — i 
Scip. What did you hear him ſay? | 
Berg. He ſaid, that out of five thouſand 
ſtudents that frequented the univerſity that 
year, two thouſand of them ſtudied phyſic. 
Scip. But what do you infer from that? 
Berg. I infer, that either theſe two thou- 
ſand phyſicians muſt always keep people 


ſick, that they may have employment, 


2 (Which 


(4) 

(which would be a ſufficient plague and 
misfortune to the world) or elſe they them- 
ſelves muſt ſtarve: But let it be as it will, 
we ſpeak, be it a prodigy or not, for what 
| heaven has ordained ſhould come to paſs, 
no human prudence or diligence can pre- 
vent; and therefore we have no occaſion to 
diſpute by what means, or wherefore we 
ſpeak; but it will be better, ſince we now 
have the opportunity, and know not how 
long this our good fortune will laſt, to make 
the beſt uſe of it we can, and let us talk all 
this mght, without giving way to. ſleep, 
that it may not deprive us of this pleaſure, 
fo long wiſhed for by me. 

Berg. And by me alſo; for ever ſince I 
could gnaw a bone, I have been very de- 
ſirous to ſpeak, that I might tell the things 
which I have kept in memory, the ideas of 
which, by length of time, and the variety 
of them, were either yery much confuſed, 
or elſe quite forgotten: But now that I ſee 
myſelf ſo unexpectedly enriched with this 
divine gift of ſpeech, I think to enjoy it as 
much as I can, and make the beſt uſe of it, 
by telling every thing that I can recollect, 


ſted manner; for I know not how ſoon 
this bleſſing which is now lent me, may be 
required again. 


although it may be in a confuſed and undi- 


_ 
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Scip. Let this be the method, friend Be. 
ganſa. This night you ſhall give me an 
account of your life and adventures to the 
preſent time; and, if to-morrow night we 
enjoy the gift of ſpeaking, I will relate 
mine to you; for it is better to ſpend the 
time in relating our own affairs, than en- 
deavouring to know other people's. 
Berg. I have always, Scipio, accounted 
you diſcreet, and now I do it more than 


ever, ſince, as a friend, you are willing to 


impart to me your adventures. I ſhall in 
like manner inform you of mine, agreeable: 
to the time thus appointed. But 1ce, firſt,, 
if no one hears us. 

Scip. Not a ſoul, I believe, for although: 


there is hard by a ſoldier taking ſweats, 


yet at ſuch a time he will be more ready to- 
ſleep, than to hearken to any one. 


Berg. Well, if I can ſpeak with ſo much 


ſecurity, give attention, and if I ſhould tire: 


you with my relation, either chide me, or 
bid me hold my peace. 5 
Scip. Speak till morning, or until we are 
heard. I ſhall hearken to you with a great 
deal of pleaſure, without interrupting you, 
unleſs L fee it neceſſary. 55 

Berg. I conjecture, that the firſt time I. 
ſaw the light, was in a ſlaughter-houſe at. 
Seville; from whence 1 ſhould conclude, 
| B 3 (Was 


(6) 

(was it not for that which I ſhalf acquaint 
you with preſently) that I was deſcended ; 
from ſome of thoſe maſtiffs-which are train'd: 


the fons of noiſe and confuſion, com- 
called butchers : The firſt maſter I 
had, was one Nicholas the Flat-noſtd,. a luſty 
young fellow, as deceitful and choleric as: 
the reſt of his brother butchers; this ſame 
Nicholas taught me and my fellow puppies 
to run at bulls, and catch them by the ears; 
at which maxim ſoon became very expert. 

Sap. I do not wonder at it, Berganſa, for 
as we are naturally prone to ill, we quickly 
learn to practiſe it. 2 TI 7 

Berg. What would you "_ ſkid, Scpio, 


if you had feen what I ſaw in the flaughter- 


houſe, and the extravagant things which 


are tranſacted there? In the firſt place, you 


muſt look upon all that are employed there- 


in, from the leaſt to the greateſt, as a ſet of 


People extremely wicked, having no con- 
ſcience or religion, nor any regard for the 
king, or his laws, the greateſt where- maſters, 
and the moſt blood - thirſty men alive: But 
nothing aſtonifhed me more, nor ſeemed to 
me more ſhocking, than to ſee theſe butch- 


ers make no more of killing a chriſtian, than 


if they were ſticking a bull. Ir was rarely 


2 day paſſed without frays and blood-ſhed, 
and ſometimes not without murders; wy a 


n 


all value chemſelyes on being n bur 


1 


their courage is no more than à brutal fu 
and yet there is not ene" el tin whale 
not his guardian angel, in the monaſtery of 
San Franciſco, — he offers up, on cer- 
tain days, ſome part of the meat he ſteals. 
 Scep. Friend Berganſa, if you are as long; 


in relating; the qualities and occupations of 


all your maſters, as you have been a 


this, we ought to pray to heaven to 


us the gift of ſpeech for a year, at 

and even then, I fear, that at the rate = 
go on, you would not have told half your. 
ſtory: And I will caution you of one thing, 
which you ſhall ſee a proof of, when I re- 
late my adventures; and that is, that ſome. 
relations have a peculiar grace naturally in. 
themſelves;. others in the manner of telling. 
them; I mean, that there are ſome which. 


pleaſe, though they are told without any: 


preambleor flouriſhingof words; others there 
are, which muſt be ſet off with the moſt 
elegant terms, and the voice and geſtures: 
adapted to them; and by theſe means, ſtories: 
which are of themſelves dull and inſipid, 
become lively and entertaining; and forget 
not to make uſe of this caution in What you: 
have to ſay more, l | 

Bax. I will do ſo, if Lane able, * 


(8) 


I believe it will be a very difficult taſk for 


me to forbear. 
Scip. Whatever you Phy bridle your 
tongue; for the want of this precaution, is 


the cauſe of the great miſchiefs of human 


life. 

Berg. I ſay then, that my maſter taught 
me to carry a baſket in my mouth, and to 
defend it from any one who attempted to 
take it from me; he likewiſe — me to 
know his miſtreſs's houſe, and by this means 
faved her the trouble of ſending her ſervant: 
to the ſlaughter-houſe, for I always carried 


her early in the morming what he ſtole in 


the night. 
As I was once going very i e at 
break of day to carry ſomething to her, I 


heard ſomebody call me by my name out 


of a window: I looked up, and ſaw a very 


beautiful young woman; I ſtopt a little: She 


came down to the door, and called me 


again; I went to her, as if it were to ſee 


what ſhe wanted, which was nothing. more 
chan to take from me what I carried in my 
baſket, and put an old patten in · its ſtead, 


Having taken away what ſhe wanted, ſne 


ſaid, GO and tell Nicholas the Flat-nosd, your 


maſter, that he ſhould not-truſt to animals; 
aad rend lun, of. the old proverb, 21. 


- 
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2 
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(9) 
der a wolf, tho it be but of an hair, and that 


of his forehead. I could eaſily have taken 


it from her again, but I would not, becauſe 
I was unwilling to defile her white and de- 
licate hands, with my dirty and bloody 
mouth. 0s 261 
Scip. You did very well; it being the 
prerogative of beauty to command reſpect. 

Berg. Ves, yes, I was mighty reſpectful 
indeed, and I was highly rewarded for it 


too, as you ſhall hear preſently, I returned 


to my maſter with nothing but m en, 
he — ht that I — 1 — 
al, and ſeeing the. patten, gueſs d what trick 
had been put upon me, upon which, this 
bloody man begun to ſwear moſt horridly, 
and pulling out his long knife, ſtruck at me 
with ſo much fury, that if I had not ſlip'd 


_ aſide, you would never have heard this re- 


lation, nor many others, which I intend to 
tell you: I ſet feet to the ground, and ſcam- 
pered away as faſt as my legs could carry 
me through the fields that are behind Sr. 


Bernardo, not taking any particular road, 


but guided wholly by fortune; that night 
I lay in the open air, and the next by good 


lack, I met with a flock of ſheep; as ſoon 


as I ſaw them, I thought I had found the 
center of my happineſs and ſe, think- 
ing the care and guard of the flocks to be 
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(w) 
the proper and natural employment of dogs, 
and which may be reckoned a great and 
noble virtue, as it conſiſts in protecting and 
defending the humble and weak from the 


proud and —— no ſooner had one of 
ep 


the three herds, who kept the flock, 
ſeen me, but he called me, and I, who de- 
fired nothing more, went to him, hanging 
down my head, and wagging my tail, he 
ſtroaked me, opened my mouth, and ſpit in 
it, he examined my jaws, found the marks 
of my age, and ſaid to the other ſhepherds, 
that I had all the marks of a dog of a good 
breed ; juſt at this inſtant came the maſter 
of the flock, mounted on a grey mare, and 
armed with a lance and target, that he 
ſeemed more like a knight-errant, 'than a 
maſter of a flock ; he aſked the ſhepherd, 
what dog is that, he looks like a good one? 
Your worſhip may be aſſured of that, an- 
ſwered the r for I have examined 
him nicely, and there is not one mark in 


him but promiſes well; he came here juſt 


now, and I know not whoſe he is, but I 
am fure he does not belong to any of the 
flocks hereabouts: Since it is ſo, replied he, 
let them put him on immediately the collar 
of Leonzillo, the dog that died, and give 
him the ſame allowance as the. reſt, and 
make much of: him, that he may take a 
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( IT ) 
ing to the flock, and continue in it; ſay- 
ing this, he went away, and the ſhepherd 
immediately put about my neck, a collar 
full of ſteel Points, having firſt given me 
in a trough, a great quantity of bread ſoak d 
in milk; he likewiſe named me, calling me 
Barzino. I was very weil pleaſed with my 


ſecond maſter, and my new office, and was 


very diligent and careful in watching the 
flock, without ever ſtirring from it, except 
in the heat of the day, which I paſſed either 
under the ſhade of ſome tree, or elſe of ſome 
hill or rock, or upon the banks of ſome ri- 
vulet, that gently glided through that place; 
and theſe vacant hours were not wholly un- 
employed, for I ſpent them in calling to 
mind ſeveral things, and more particularly 
in reflecting on the ſtrange life J lead in the 
ſlaughter-houſe, and that which my maſter 
and all thoſe lead, who, hke him, are ſlaves 
to the extravagant, and never-ſatisfied de- 
fires of their miſtreſſes: O how many things 
could I tell you now, which I learned in 
the ſchool of this butcher- lady! but I ſhall 
not mention them, leſt you ſhould think me 


a cenſorious pratter. 


Scip. Having heard what a W poet 


among the ancients ſaid, viz. That it was a 
difficult thing to forbear writing Satzres, I will 


ga you to Point out faults, but not to 
injure 


{ 12) 
ure or wound the character of any one, 
the thing 
good or commendable which hurts any one, 
though it may make many laugh; and if 
— 7 whhoor that I ſhall think 


you very diſcreet. 
Berg. I ſhall take your advice, and will 


g. 


wait with great impatience, till the time 
comes for you to relate your adventures, by 


which I ſhall know the faults I have com- 
mitted, in relating mine, and, may amend 
them ; for I imagine, yours will be related 


in ſuch a manner, that they may pleaſe, and 


inſtruct at the ſame time. But to purſue 
the thread of my ſtory, I ſay, that in thoſe 
che and unfrequented places where I paſs'd 
e heats of the day, among many other 
„I reflected, that what I had heard 

ſay of "the lives of ſhepherds, could not be 
— ag at leaſt of thoſe which I ſometimes 


heard my miſtreſs reading of, in books which 


treated wholly of ſhep herds and ſhepherd- 
eſſes, relating how thay paſſed their whole 
lives in ſinging and playing on pipes, _ 
and other fine muſical inſtruments; I uſed 
to ſtay to hear her read, and ſhe read how 


the ſhepherd Amfriſo ſung divinely ſweet - 


the phraſes of the peerleſs Beliſarda, and 
that there was not a tree in all the moun- 
tains of Arcadia, under which he had not 


me - 


hinted at; for that ſatire is not 
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ſat down to ſing, from the time that the 

ſun aroſe in the arms of Aurora, till he ſet 

in thoſe of Thetis; and even after the duſky 

night had ſpread her gloomy wings over the 
face of the earth, he did not ceaſe his me- 4 
lodious ſtrains, and mournful complaints 1 
the read how the ſhepherd Elicio, more en- WA 
x amoured than couragious, did not keep '3 
. within bounds, but forgetful of his o. 

amours and flocks, intermeddled with other 


a people's buſineſs, concerning the deſpair of 
; Sireno, and the grief of Diana; the Author 
| aid, that he gave thanks to heaven; and 
Tab the ſage Felicia, who by the means of her 
4 inchanted water, unraveled that heap of in- 
'1 tricacies, and laid open that labyrinth of 
* difficulties; I called to mind ſeveral other 
books of that ſort which I had heard read 
| but they were not worth thinking of. 
F Scip. Take my advice, — cenſure, 
ſting, and go on, and let your intention be 
good, although your tongue may be a little 
too free. | 1s | 
Berg. In theſe matters, the tongue never 
exceeds proper bounds, unleſs the intention 
is firſt bad: But if by chance, through ne- 
gligence or malice, I ſhould cenſure any A 
thing, I ſhall only ſay as the fool faid, Let 4 
lim take the cap, who thinks it fits bim. 43 


1 Wi . 
Scip. If you are diſcreet, or would endea- 
vour to be ſo, you will never ſay any thing 
which you mult afterwards be obliged to 
excuſe : But proceed in your ſtory — 

Berg. I ſay then, that all theſe reflections 
which I have mentioned, and many more, 
made me ſee the different lives and employ- 
ments my ſhepherds, and all in that place 
lead, from thoſe which J had heard read 


of in theſe books; for if mine ſung, it was 


not in melodious ſtrains, but See, ſee, the wolf 


comes, and ſuch-like, and this not to be the 


found of pipes or flutes, but to that of two 
crooks ſtuck together, or elſe of a pair of 
ſnappers which they held between their fin- 
gers; their voices were not fine and delicate, 
nor raviſhingly ſweet, but hoarſe and un- 
tuneful, that either alone, or in concert, 


they ſeemed rather to cry and grunt like 


hogs, than to fing. They paſſed the greateſt 
part of the day in picking their fleas, or 


mending their ſhoes; there were no ſuch 


names amongſt them as Amarillis, Chloe, 
Galatea, Phillis, or Diana, nor were there 
any Adolis's, Endimon's, Philoret's, or Stre- 
phon's, nothing was heard amongft them but 
Roger, Harry, and Dick,; from whence I 
conclude, what I think all ought to beheve, 
vix. That all thoſe books are mere chimæ- 
xa's of the brain, and written only for the 


ENLEFe - 


— K a £ 

eo en ht S 2 Ms 

PP 
5 


(5) 
entertainment of thoſe who have nothing 
elſe to do, and contain not the leaſt truth 
in them; otherwiſe there would have been 
ſome ſmall remains among my ſhepherds, 
of that moſt happy life, and of thoſe plea- 
ſant meadows, ſpacious woods, ſacred moun- 
tains, beautiful gardens, lympid brooks, and 
cryſtal fountains; and of thoſe chaſte, and 
foft amorous expreſſions, in this place, 
would have been a ſhepherd in deſpair; in- 
another, a ſhephereſs; there, one would have 
been playing on his pipe; and here, another 


on his oaten reed. 


Scip. Enough, enough, Bergan/a, ſtop your 


digreſſions, and go on with your ſtory. 


Berg. I thank you friend, Scipio, for had: 
not you checked me, I was ſo warm in diſ- 
courſe, that before I had ſtopped, I ſhould 
have ſaid enough of thoſe who had deceiv- 
ed me ſo much, to have filled a volume. 
But the time will come, when I ſhall be 
able to tell you the whole in better words, 
and with more judgment. | 
. Scip. Look at your feet, Berganſa, and 
you will ſpoil all, I mean, that you ſhould. 
conſider that you are an irrational animal, 


and if you now ſhew any ſigns of reaſon, 
we have already both of us agreed, that it 


is ſuper-natural, and that ſuch a thing was 
never ſeen or heard of before. 7 717 
| C 2 Berg. 


(16) 
Zerg. I ſhould think fo too, if I was in 
my former ignorance ; but now I have re- 
Qed what I ſhould have told you at the 
beginning of our diſcourſe, I am ſo far from 


wondering that I ſpeak, that I ſhall be 


more aſtoniſhed when I ceaſe to ſpeak. 

Scip. Cannot you tell me now, what you 
have recollected? 1 

Berg. It is concerning a certain adventure 
which paſſed between me and a famous 
witch, the diſciple of Camacha of Montilla. 

Scip. Tell it now, I beſeech you, before 


you proceed any further in the account of 


your life. 

Berg. I ſhall not do it indeed, till its pro- 
per time; have patience, and give ear to 
my adventures in their natural order, and 
they will afford you the greater pleaſure, 
unleſs you want to know the middle before 


the beginning. 


Scip. Be brief, and tell what you will, 


and how you will. 

Berg. I ſay then, that I liked very well 
my employment of guarding the flocks, 
reckoning that I earned my bread by my 
labour, and the ſweat of my brow, and 
that idleneſs, the root and mother of all 
evil, would not ſpoil me, for if I was idle 
in the day-time, yet I ſlept not a wink at 
night, the wolves aſſaulting and alarming 


us 


C420). 
us very. often; and ſcarcely had the ſhep- 
herds ſaid to me, To the wolf, Barzino, but, 
F run before the other dogs, to the place 
they pointed out to me, where the wolf 
was; I run through the vallies, ſearched 
the mountains diligently, entered. into the- 
thickeſt parts of the woods, leaped the 


_ ditches, croſsed the roads, and. in the morn- 


ing returned to the flock, (without having; 
found the wolf, or even. ſo much as the. 
track of him) panting, wearied, torn by. 
the buſhes, and my feet pricked with the 
thorns. I commonly found in the flock, 
either a lamb or a ſheep killed, and half 


eaten by the wolf: I was in. deſpair to ſee. 


of what little ſervice my great care and di- 
ligence was. The maſter of the. flock came, 
the ſhepherds went out to receive him with 
the ſkins of the dead ſheep: He blamed the: 
ſhepherds for their neghgence, and ordered 
the dogs to be. beaten for their idleneſs; we 
was cudgeled heartily, and the ſhepherd3- 
were chided. After this, being ſeverely 
chaſtiſed without any fault, and finding that 
my diligence, nimbleneſs and courage, avai- 
led nothing to take the wolf, I determined 
to change my method, and inſtead of going 
out to ſeek him, as I uſed to do; I was re- 
folved to keep near the flock, for ſince the. 
wolf came there, it would be the likelieſt 

49 QI place 
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us, and in the darkeſt night, I could ſee the 
wolves, from whom it was impoſſible for 


the flock to defend themſelves: I lay down 


behind a buſh, my fellow dogs paſſed for- 
wards, and from hence I obſerved, and faw 


ſheep in the fold, and kill and tear it in 
fuch a manner, that in the morning it ap- 
peared indeed, as if the wolf had been its. 
executioner. I was aſtoniſhed, and remained 
as it were thunder-ſtruck ſome time, when 


I ſaw that the ſhepherds were the wolves, 


and that thoſe who had the guard of it, 
tore the flock to pieces. They immediately 
acquainted: their maſter with the havock 


the wolf had made, and gave him the ſkin, | 


and part of the fleſh, but the greateſt and 
| beſt part they eat themſelves. The maſter. 


ſeolded them again, and the dogs were like-. 


wiſe beaten : I would fain have ſaid that it 
was not the wolf, which deſtroyed the flock. 
in that manner, but alas! I could not ſpeak. 
All this filled me with aſtoniſhment and 


trouble. God help me, ſaid I to myſelf, 


who can remedy this evil? Who will be 
able to tell that the defenders offend, that 
the centinels ſleep,. that thoſe who are truſted 


EF | there 


two ſhepherds lay hold of one of the beſt 


rob, and thoſe who are for your guardkillyouy 
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3 
there is no greater nor more crafty thief, 
than the domeſtic one, and there are more 
miſcarry of thoſe who are ready to truſt every 


one, than of thoſe who are wary and circum- 


ſpect; but the miſchief is, that it is impoſ- 
ble for people to live in the world without 
truſting one another; but let this reſt where 


it was, for I would not be taken for a preach- 
er; therefore go on with your ſtory. 


Berg. I was determined to leave this em- 
ployment, although I liked it ſo well, and 
to ſeek out ſome other, where at leaſt I 
ſhould not be puniſhed for doing good, if 


I was not rewarded. I returned to Seville, 
and got into the ſervice of a very rich 


merchant. ; 
Scip. What method did you take to get 
you this new maſter, for now a-days, it is 


a very difficult taſæ for a man of worth to 


find him a maſter, for our earthly maſters 
are very different from our heavenly one? 
Theſe before they receive any one into their 
ſervice, enquire ſtrictly whether he is of a 
good family, prove his abilities, examine 
his comelineſs of perſon, and will even 
know whether he has good cloaths or no. 
But with God, the pooreſt is accounted as 
the richeſt, the moſt humble, as the beſt 
deſcended ;. and he requires no more in any 
one, than a ſincere deſire to ſerve him, to 
ak receive 
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receive his pay, which he gives with ſo 

hberal a hand, that it exceeds our utmoſt. 
ations. 

Berg. This is preaching indent my friend, 
Scipio. 

Seip. I think fo too, and therefore I will 
have done. Concerning what you aſked? 
me, by what means I got this new maſter ?. 
J make no anſwer, that. humility, as you. 
know, is the baſis and foundation of all 
virtues, and. without it there is nothing that 
deſerves the name; ſo it removes all ob- 
ſtructions, and overcomes all difficulties, 
and is always, in the end, attended with 
ſucceſs; it makes our enemies our friends; 
it allays the choler of tlie angry, and ſoftens 
the arrogance of the proud; it is the mo- 
ther of modeſty, and the ſiſter of good 
nature; even vice, when accompanied with 
this, appears not ſo odidus, for its mildneſs 
and gentleneſs, may be ſaid to throw a veil 
over the crimes of the vicious, and hide 
the deformity of them: I made uſe then of 
this virtue, when I intended to be received 
into any houſe, having firſt conſidered well, 
whether it was a houſe that would receive, 
and could maintain a great dog; I imme- 
diately went to the gate, and when any 
ſtranger, as I thought, came in, I barked 
at him; but when the maſter of the houſe 

came, 
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came, I hung down my head, and 
my tail, — to him, and licked his og 
If they beat me away, I endured it pati- 
ently, and even fawned upon him that 
ſtruck me; ſo that ſeeing my perſeverance 
and good-nature, no one could find in his 
heart to beat me a ſecond time. Having 
played this game once or twice, J was re- 
ceived into the houſe, where I was always 
very diligent, and quickly gained the love 
of every one. I was ſeldom turned away, 
though Ioftentimes uſed to take French leave, 
or, in other words, run away. | 
_ _ Scip. In the ſame manner as you have 
mentioned, I got my maſters, and it ſeems 
as if we read each others: thoughts. | 
Berg. If I am not deceived, I know: how: 
we came to agree in theſe things, and I will _ 
tell you in its proper order, as I have al- 
ready promiſed: But now give ear to what 
happened to me — after I had left the flock 
in the keeping of theſe raſcals, I returned 
to Seville, as I have already ſaid, which is 
the ſupport of the poor, and the ſhelter of 
the deſpiſed, and not only thoſe of an infe- 
rior rank are contained within it, but its 
grandeur, and extent is ſo great, that even 
the rich and great ones are obſcured, and, 
as it were, loſt in it. I went up to the 
gate of a great houſe belonging to a merch- 
ant 
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ant, I made my uſual applications, and was 
ſoon received into it, where they kept me 
tied behind the gate in the day-time, and 
let me looſe at night; and on my part, I 
was very diligent and watchful, barking at 
ſtrangers, and growling at thoſe I was not 
acquainted with; I kept awake all night, 
taking my rounds about the court-yards, 
and going upon the terraſſes, keeping ſtrict 
watch on every ſide of my maſter's and the 
neighbours houſes : my maſter was ſo well 
pleaſed with my good ſervice, that he or- 
dered them to treat me well, and to give 
me a quantity of bread, and the . bones 
which were carried away, or flung from his 
table, and the remains that were left in. 


the kitchen, for all which I ſhewed myſelf 


very thankful, leaping about with the 
greateſt Joy imaginable, whenever I ſaw 
my maſter, eſpecially when he returned 
home, after he had been out ſome. time: 


and ſo great were the ſigns of joy I gave, 


and ſo many the leaps, that my maſter gave 
orders I ſhould be untied, and go looſe 
both day and night: as ſoon as I was un- 
untied, I ran to my maſter, and round him 
ſeveral times, but without daring to lay my 
paws on him, calling to mind the fable of 
Eſop, When the aſs was ſo much an aſs, that 


be would needs fawn. upon his maſter, in the. 


ſame 
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fame manner as a favourite lap-dog uſed to ds, 
and was beartily cudgelled for his pains. This 
fable, in my opinion, was deſigned to ſhew, 
that what is agreeable and becoming in one 
man, may not be ſo in another, and that 
every one ought to live and act according 
to their profeſſion and quality : Let the 
buffoon deal about his jeſts; the ſtroller 
play tricks, and vault in the air; the ſcul- 
lion bray like an aſs; and the man of a 
lower claſs, imitate the ſinging of birds, 
and the different geſtures and actions of ani- 
mals and men; but let not the man of rank 
and fortune, ever concern himſelf with 
theſe things, for though he may arrive to 
the greateſt degree of excellency in them, 
yet 1t will not redound in the leaſt to his 
honour or credit, * 20 ON i 

Scip. Enough, Berganſa, go on, for I 
underſtand you. 

Berg. Would to God, that thoſe upon 
whoſe account I mention this, would un- 


derſtand me as well as you do, for I know 


not what good qualities I have myſelf; but 
it gives me the greateſt pain to ſee a gen- 
tleman of fortune acting the part of a jug- 
gler, and highly valuing himſelf, becauſe 
he can play the cups and balls, and that he 
ſurpaſſes every one in dancing the chacona. 
I knew a gentleman who thought he had 

Cain per- 
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performed a noble action, in having, at the 
requeſt of a ſexton, cut out thirry-two 
flowers in paper, to be placed on a monu- 
ment over the black cloth; and he made 
ſo great an account of theſe cut papers, 
that he carried all his friends to ſee them, 
with as much oſtentation and pleaſure, as if 
he was carrying them to ſee the colours and 
| 22 of enemies, that were hung up over 

e ſepulchres of his anceſtors. But to re- 

turn to my ſtory, I ſay, the merchant, my 
maſter, had two ſons, one about twelve 
years of age, the other fourteen, who ſtudied 
grammar in the Jeſuits college; they uſed 
— go thither with great pomp, on horſe- 


if it was fair, or in a coach, if it 


rained, attended by their tutor, and follow- 


ed by two or three pages, who carried 
their books, and that which they call their 


Vademecum, or theme-book : Seeing them 


go with ſo much pomp and grandeur, 
made me take notice of, and reflect on the 
great plainneſs with which their father went 
to the exchange to tranſact buſineſs, for he 


never carried any ſervant with him but one 


black, and if ever he rode out, it was on a 
little mule, which made a very ſhabby ap- 
Scip. You muſt know, Berganſa, that it 


is the cuſtom and temper of the _—_— 
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of Seville, and likewiſe of other great ci- 
ties, to ſhew their grandeur and riches, not 
in themſelves, but in the perſons of their 
ſons, ſo that the merchants are greater in 
their ſhadows than in themſelves: And as 
they ſeldom concern themſelves with any 
thing but their mercantile affairs, they ule 
no pomp, but go after a plain and decent 


manner: As they are ambitious. to appear 


great, and think their riches avail nothing, 
unleſs ſhewn to the eyes of the public, ſo 
they bring up their ſons in as much pomp 
and grandeur, and cauſe the ſame reſpect 
to be paid them, as if they were the ſons 


of ſome prince; and there are ſome who 


purchaſe them titles, and the honour to 
wear that mark on their breaſt, which 
makes ſo great diſtinction between the nobi- 
lity and common people. 

Berg. It is 2 indeed, but it may 
be reckoned a generous one, to endeavour 
to better our condition, if it is done with- 


out injuſtice or oppreſſion. 


Seip. But ambition ſeldom or never ob- 
tains its end, without hurting ſomebody. 
Berg. We have already laid, that we 
mult not calumnaate. 
Scip. You ſay true, and therefore I ca- 
lamniate no more. | 
D Berg. 
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Berg. Now I find what I have often heard | 


faid, to be true, viz. a malicious detractor will 
_ calumniate a dozen families, and ſcandalize 


twenty good men ; and if any one reproves 


him for what he has ſaid, he will anſwer, 
that he meant no harm; and if he has ſaid 
any, he did not do it with deſign ; and if 
he had thought it would have given offence 
to any one, he would not have ſaid it: In 
good truth, Scipio, he ought to know much, 


and have a great deal of patience, who 
would converſe two hours together, with- 


out railing at one or another; for I ſee in 
myſelf, who am a brute animal, that at 


every four ſentences I ſpeak, malicious 


and ill natured words come in my mouth as 
faſt as flies about wine: Wherefore, I ſay 
again, what I have ſaid before, that we de- 
rive a tendency to do, and ſpeak ill, from 
our firſt parents. and ſuck it in with our 
milk, which is evidently enough ſeen; for 
ſearce has the infant got his arms looſe 
from the ſwaithing bands, but it lifts up his 


hand to revenge himſelf of any one whom 


he thinks has offended him ; and almoſt 
the firſt word he ſpeaks plain, 1s to call his 
nurſe, or mother, whore. 

Scip. You ſay true, and I corfels my 
fault, but I hope you will excuſe me, ſince 


I have excuſed you fo many; and from 


hence 


* 
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hence forwards let us rail no more, but go 
on with your ſtory, which you broke off 
when you was relating the pomp with which 
your maſter's ſons went to the Jeſuits col 
lege. on 1139-03 1 ni rb cat 

| „ I agree to that at all hazards; for 
though I think it a very difficult thing to 
leave off railing, I think to make nſe of 
ſome ſuch remedy as I have heard ſay a great 
{wearer made uſe of, who, repent ng of his 
bad cuſtom, every time he ſwore after- 
wards, gave himſelf a pinch on the arm, or 


kiſſed the ground, as a puniſhment for his 


fault; but yet with all that, they ſay, he 


could not forbear ſwearing: So I, every 
time, go contrary to the advice you have 


given me, and contrary. to my own reſolu- 


tion, not to rail: I will bite the tip of my 
tongue, till it may pain me, that I may 


avoid doing it again. W 
Scip. This is ſuch a remedy, that if you 


make uſe, of it, I expect you will bite ſo 
often, that you will at laſt bite your tongue 


off, and that indeed will be the way to pre- 


vent your railing. 


Berg. I will, uſe my utmoſt . endeavour, 
and leave the reſt to heaven; and ſo I pur- 
ſue the thread of my ſtory. One day my 
maſter's ſons happened to leave their theme- 


book in the court-yard, where I chanced 


EF-2 to 
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to be at that time; and as I had been 
taught by my firſt maſter, the butcher, to 
carry a baſket in my mouth, I laid hold of 
the theme-book, and went after them, re- 
ſolving not to let it go, till I came to the 
ſchool; every thing happened to me as I 
wiſhed, for my maſters ſeeing me come 
after them, with their book in my mouth, 
bid one of their pages take it from me, but 
I was not in the humour to let him, but 
carried it into the ſchool, which cauſed a 
great lavghter in all the ſcholars. I went to 
the eldeſt of my mafters, and gave it into 
his hands, with a very good grace, as I 
thought, and ſet myſelf down at the ſchool- 
door; my maſters were very well pleaſed 
that I ſhould carry their book for them, 
which I did very willingly, and by this 
means led the life of a king; for I lived 
entirely at my eaſe, becauſe the ſcholars 
uſed to divert themſelves with me; and I 
made myſelf ſo familiar with them, that 
they uſed to put their hands in my mouth, 
and even the moſt of them would venture 
to get upon my back: They threw their 
caps or hats, and I fetched them again with 
great dexterity, and ſhewed that I did it 
with a great deal of pleaſure. They gave 
me to eat whatever they could get; and 
were highly delighted when they had any 
| | | nuts, 
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nuts, to ſee me crack them like a monkeys 


leaving the ſhells, and eating the kernels: 


There was one, who to make proof of my. 
abilities, brought me in a hankerchief, a 
great quantity of fallad, which I eat as if 1 
had been a chriſtian. It was now winter, 
at which time rolls and butter in a morn- 
ing are very common at Seville, with which 
I was likewile feaſted, ſo that more than 
two antonio's were either pawned or fold 
every day for my breakfaſt. In a word, 

lived a ſcholar's life, without either hunger 


or the itch, which is the only thing want- 


ing to make it entirely agreeable ; for yas 
it not for the 1tch, and a hungry belly, tw 

inſeparable companions of ſchool-boys, niere 
would be no ſtate of life afford more ſatiſ- 
faction or diverſion; becauſe, here virtue 
and pleaſure go hand in hand together, 


and our youth is ſpent, ſome times in ſearch- 
ing out the paths of wiſdom, and at other 


times, in innocent pleaſures and diverſions. 
But at laſt, as my ill fortune would have } It, 
the maſters took it in their heads, that their 
ſcholars did not employ the half hour there 


is between Teffons, in looking over their 


books, but in playing with me; and there- 
fore they ordered them to bring me no morè 
to ſchool; they obeyed, and returned me 


to my old Po, behind the gate 3 and my 
D 3 TEL] old 
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old maſter forgetting the liberty he had 
given me before, of going looſe both day 
and night, now confined my neck to the 
chain, and my body to a little mat, which 
they laid behind the gate. Ah! my friend 


Scipio, did you but know how 1 . it 


is to fall from a happy and agreeable ſtate 


of life to a painful and miſerable one: 


When misfortunes rowl in upon us with a 


full current, and without any intervals of 


eaſe, they either quickly bring on death, 


and put an end to all our pains, or the con- 


ſtancy of them, inures and accuſtoms us ta 
bear them, v hich makes the ſharpeſt af- 
flictions ſeem lighter, and more tolerable ; 


but when from an unhappy and diſtreſſed 


condition, all of a ſudden, and without fo 


much as expecting it, one is raiſed to a 
proſperous and agreeable ſtate, and ſoon 


after reduced to our former condition, the 
pains and misfortunes we have gone through, 


are ſo piercing, that life itſelf grows a bur- 
I fay then, that I was forced to take 
up with my dogs commons again; and the 


den: 


bones which a black belonging to the houſe 
threw me, and even theſe were tithed by 
two boar-cats, who, as they were . looſe, 
could eaſily take whatever fell not within 
the reach of my chain. Brother Scipio, 
hear me with patience, philoſophi.e a * 
0 
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ſo may heaven grant you all your defires ; 
for, if I ſhould omit to mention ſome 
things which happened to me, at that time, 
which I have this moment recollected, I be- 
lieve my hiſtory would not be compleat, 
nor of any advantage. | 

Scip. Take care, Berganſa, that this in- 
clination, which you ſay you have juſt 
now to philoſophize, be not the tempta- 
tion of the devil; for flander has no better 
veil to diſguiſe and conceal its wicked in- 
tentions, thanfor the ſlanderer to think, that 
all he ſays are the ſentences of philoſophers; 
and that to ſpeak ill of any one, is only a 
friendly rebuke; and to lay open the faults 
of another, a commendable zeal. - And if 
you ſearch and enquire into the hfe of- any 
one of theſe ſlanderers, you will find it full 
of vices and infolence; and having pre- 
miſed this, I permit you to philoſophize as 

much as you will. n 0h 
Berg. You may be aſſured, Scipio, I ſhall 
not rail at any one, becauſe I am deter- 
mined againſt it. And fo to proceed in my 
ſtory ; I fay, that I was idle the whole day, 
and idleneſs is the mother of thoughts, I 
employed myſelf in calling to mind ſeveral 
Latin ſentences, which J ſtill remembred 
out of many which I had heard, when I 
went to the ſchool along with my W 
| | | Je 
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and I imagined my unerſtanding ſomewhat 
improved by them, and re:olved, as though 
I had been able to ſpeak, to make uſe of 
them on proper occaſions, but not in the 
ſame manner as ſome ignorant pedants do, 
who, in all ſorts of converſation, intermix 
with almoſt. every ſentence little ſcraps of 
Latin, making thoſe believe who do not 
underſtand it, that they are great ſcholars, 
when they ſcarce know how to declne a 
noun, or conjugate a verb. 

Scip. I look upon this a leſs fault, than 
that which ſome of thoſe who really under- 
ſtand Latin, are guilty of, who often are ſo 
indiſcreet, that 15 they talk with ever fo in- 
different a perſon, throw out their Latin 
ſentences like water. 

Berg. From this we are to PR, that he 
is guilty of as en a fault who ſpeaks La- 
tin before thoſe who are ignorant of it, as 
he wio pretends to ſpeak it, when he does 
not underſtand it himſelf. 

Scip. I can likewiſe tell you another 
thing, which 1s, there'are ſome, who though 
they are great Latini/ts, yet are great aſſes. 

Berg. Who can make the leaſt doubt of 
that? For it is evident enough, ſeeing that 
in the time of the Romans, when they all 
ſpoke. Latin, being their mother- tongue, 


there were ſome blockheads amongſt them, 
whom 


( 33 ) 
whom the ſpeaking of Latin did not excuſe 
from being fools. 

Scip. To know how to hold one's peace 
in our mother- tongue, and how to ſpeak in 
Latin, one has need of much men 
8 2 

Berg. You ſay true, for a fooliſh fayin g 
may as well be ſpoke in Latin as in our 
native tongue, and I have ſeen, not only 
once, but many times, learned fools, and 
dull grammarians ; and thoſe that under- 
ſtood nothing bur their mother-tongue, ſo 
ſtriped with their threads of Zarin, that 
they were enough to tire out the patience 
of every one. 

Scip. But let us leave this ſubject, and 
in your ph oſophicat reaformngs you 
jolt now ſpoke of. 

Berg. I have already done ſo; theſe are 
them which I have juſt now finiſhed. 

Scip. What do you mean? 

Berg. I mean thoſe about Latiniſts, &c. 
which I began, and you made an end of. 
Soe. Do you call cenſuring other peoples 
actions philoſophiſing? So it is: But, Ber- 
ganſa, you may canonize, if you will, the 
curſed plague of detraction, and give it 
what name you pleaſe ; but I am ſure, it 
will give us the name of cynicks, that is, 
of ſnarling dogs; and therefore I beg — 

wWi 
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ſtory. 
Berg. How muſt I go on if I hold my 


Scip. I mean, that you ſhould tell it with- 


out fo many digreſſions. 5 

Berg. I ſay then, that dame fortune, not 
contented with having taken me from my 
ſtudies, and from the jovial and pleaſant 
life I paſſed in them, and with having 
dragged me to my old poſt again behind 
the gate, nor with having changed my com- 
mons from the liberality with which the 


ſcholars ſupplied me, to the ſcanty morſels 


which the negro gave me, reſolved to diſ- 
turb that little eaſe and quietneſs which I 
ſtill enjoyed; for you may hold it as a cer- 
tainty, Scipio, that misfortunes follow the 
unfortunate, and find him out, though he 
hides himſelf in the remoteſt corners of the 
earth: A negro woman, who lived in the 


ſame houſe with me, happened to fall in love 


with a black, one of her fellow ſervants, 
who lay in the porch, which is between the 
outward and inward gate, behind which I 
was tied ; they had not any opportunities to 
come together, unleſs in the night, and for 
that purpoſe they had either ſtolen the keys, 
or got falſe ones; and ſo almoſt every night 
the negro woman came down, and ſtopping 

a | my 


will hold your peace, and go on with your 
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my mouth with a piece of meat, or cheeſe, 
; opened the door to the black, which ſhe 
1 might eaſily do, having bribed me to hold 
my tongue, which ſhe purchaſed at the ex- 
pence of ſeveral things which ſhe ſtole for 
me ; for ſome days the bribes of this ſhe 
black corrupted my honeſty, I being atraid, 
that if it was not for theſe, my ſides would 
be ſo pinched up by my ſhort commons, 
_ that from a maſtiff I ſhould dwindle into a 
+ greyhound : But at laſt, ſtirred up by my 
natural good diſpoſition, I was reſolved to 
damy duty to my maſter, fince I received 
his pay, and eat his bread; which is what 
not only faithful dogs, but all who are in 
the capacity of ſervants, ought to do. 
Scip. This may be called philoſophy in- 
deed, Berganſa ! for thele are wiſe and true 
maxims; and therefore go on. 
Berg. But firſt tell me, I beſeech you, if 
you can, what the word philoſophy means? 
for though I name it ſo: often, I know not 
what it is; I only imagine it is a good thing. 
Fs Scip. I will tell you in a few words: 
Þ This appellation is compounded of two 
i} Greek words, which are, Philos and Sophta ; 
4 _ Philos ſignifies love, and Sophia knowledge; 
ſo that philoſophy ſignifies love of know- 
ledge; and a philoſopher a lover of know- 
ledge. i 


Berg. 
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Berg. You are extreamly wile, Seipie 
who the Devil taught you Greek? 


1 In good truth, Berganſa, you are 


ry ſimple, in making ſo great account of 
this, for theſe are things which every ſchool- 
boy, even thoſe in the loweſt forms are ac- 
quainted with; and there are likewiſe ſome 
who pretend to:talk Greek, as well as Latin, 
* know nothing of either. 
Berg. This is what I ſay, and 1 would 


have all fach put into a preſs, and the juice + 
of all their knowledge ſqueezed out of 

them by main force, that they might not 
go about deceiving people with the tinſel of 


their ſcraps of Greek and falſe Latin, as the 
Portugueſe do with the negroes in Guinea. 
Scip. Berganſa, you ought to bite your 
tongue now, according to your agreement; 
for we have been doing nothing all this 
while, but cenſuring peoples actions. 
Berg. You ſay true; but I am not ob- 
liged to do as I have heard ſaid a certain 
Tyrian, by name Choronas, did ; who made 
a law, which inflicted death on any one 
who came armed into the council-houſe; 
but forgetting this law himſelf, he came 
one day into the council, with his ſword 
girt upon his thigh; ſome of his friends 
adviſed him of it, and he recollecting the 
puniſhment inflicted upon it by the law, 


drew _ 
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drew his ſword in a moment, and run it in- 
to his breaſt, and ſo was the firſt who made 
the law, and the firſt who broke it, and 


underwent the penalty of it. What I ſaid 


was not to lay a law upon me, but only a 


bare promiſe, that I would bite my tongue, 
whenever I cenſured any thing; and now-a- 


days ſuch things are not ſo ſtrictly obſerved, 


as formerly; for to-day a law is made, and 


to-morrow it is broken, becauſe perhaps 
it ſuits not with our conveniency to keep it; 
and in one moment we promiſe to amend 
our faults, and the next fall into greater; - 
it is one thing to commend good laws and 
regulations, and another to ſubmit ourſelves 
to them; in a word, ſaying and doing are 
two things ; let the devil bite himſelf if he 


will, for me, for I am not ſuch a fool as to 


bite my own ſelf, nor practiſe things upon 
a mat, where chere! is no one ſees me, who 
may applaud my heroic actions. 

Scip. I find by this, Berganſa, that if you 
were a man, you would be a hypocrite, and 


that all your deeds would be only in out- 
ward appearance, done in the eyes cf the 


world, and covered with the cloak of vir- 
tue, that you might gain the praiſe of good 
men, as in general all er endea- 


vour to do. | 
E Berg 
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- Berg. I know not * I ſhould do then, 


I am only ſenfible what I ſhall do now, 


which is, that I will not bite my tongue, 
having ſo many things to ſay, that I know 
not how nor when I ſhall be able to finiſh 
them; and more ſo, ſeeing I am afraid, 
leſt at the break of day our ſpeech ſhould be 


taken from us again, and then we muſt re- 


main in the dark, as to all theſe things. 
Heaven will be more kind to us, I 

hope do you only follow cloſely the thread 
of your ſtory, and do not go out of your 
high road for the fake of theſe — 
digreflions, and then, as long as your Oy 
is, you ſoon will finiſh it. 


I fay then, that foring the ine, 3 


dence, thefts. and diſhoneſty of the blacks, I 
was reſolved, as a good ſervant, to hinder it 
as much as lay in my power: The negro 
woman came down, as I have already told 
you, to divert herſelf with the black, ima- 
gining g that the pieces of meat, bread, and 


heeſe, which fhe threw me, would ſtop 


my mouth: Bribes and gifts avail much, 
70. 


Seip. Much indeed; but no more of your 


‚ digreſſions but go on with your ſtory. 


I heard the maſter mention a Latin proverb, 
Preys ; which 


I remember, that when I ſtudied, 
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which 1 think they call an adage, which 


ſaid, Habet bovem in lingua. 

Sap. Ol in what an ill hour have you 
brought in your Latin; have you ſo ſoon 
forgot what we ſaid a little while ago, againſt 
thats who intermixedd ſcraps of Latin; when 
they were „ in their mother- 
tongue ? 

Berg, But this * comes very a propos; 
for you muſt know, that the Athenians had 
. their other coins a piece of mo- 
ney ſtamped with the figure of an ox; 


and when any judge, for the ſake of a 


bribe, had paſſed ſentence in any affair, 
contrary to right reaſon and juſtice, they 
uſed to ſay, He has en ox upon his tongue. 
- Scip. But I do not ſee how you apply 
this ? 

Berg. No! why, it is plain enough; for 
if the bribes of the negro woman could 
make me dumb many days, that I neither 
would, nor dared to. bark, when ſhe came 


down to ſee her beloved black; I have rea- 


v» 


ſon to ſay bribes are very powerful. . 

Scip. J have already anfwered you, that 
they are ſo; and if it was not for making a 
long digreſſion, J could prove, by a thou- 
ſand examples, the great force of bribes; 


but perhaps I ſhall A it you, if heaven 


ename + 


* 
% as. 7 
e . „„ 5 1 
5 5 ” Ws „ 
R 4 


(49). 
grants me time, opportunity and ſpeech, 
to relate to you my adventures. 
Berg. May God grant you what you de- 
ſire; but give attention to me. At laſt, my 
good diſpoſition and reſolution overcame 
the corrupting bribes of the negro woman, 
who coming down one very dark night, to 
her uſual diverſion, I went up cloſe to her 
without barking, thatI might not diſturb the 
ms in the houſe, and in a moment tore 
er ſhift quite to pieces, and tore out a 
piece of her thigh, a jeſt, which was ſuffi- 
cient to make her keep her room eight days in 
earneſt, pretending I know not what diſ- 
order to her maſters: As ſoon as ſhe was 
well, ſhe came down again one night, and 
I renewed the fray again, and without bite- - 
ing, ſcratched all her body, as if I had been 
carding a blanket : We had all our battles 
to ourſelves, and I always came off conque- 
ror, and the negro woman ſtopped from 
her deſign, very much out of humour : 
But my poor carcaſe ſuffered ſeverely for 
her anger, and the marks of her diſplea- 
ſure might be ſeen pretty plainly upon me; 
ſhe left off giving me my uſual allowance, 
fo that my backbone began to ſtare, and 
— might eaſily have counted all my ribs: 
ut with all this, although they kept me 
from eating, they could not keep me 9 
. ark - 
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barking; and therefore the negro woman, 
to make an end of me, brought me one 
day a ſpunge fried in butter: I refuſed to 
eat it, knowing the ill qualities of it, and 
that it was worſe than crooked pins, be- 
cauſe it ſticks faſt in the ſtomach, and 
never comes out again, without loſs of 
life. And thinking it was impoſſible for 
me to preſerve my long from the ſnares 
of ſuch bitter enemies, I thought it was my 
beſt way to get far enough from them, or, 
in other words, if I found an opportunity, 


to run away. By good luck, I got looſe: 


one day, and without bidding adieu to any 
one in the houſe, I ran into the ſtreet ; and: 
ſcarcely had I gone one hundred paces, but 
I met the alguazil, who, I told you at the 
beginning of my ftory, was a great crony of 
my. maſter Nzcholas. the Flat-nosd; he 
knew me as foon as he ſaw me, although I 
was nothing but ſkin. and bones, and called 
me by my name; I likewiſe knew him, and 
at his calling me went to him with my uſual. 
compliments and careſſes; he caught hold 
of. me by my neck, and ſaid to his two 
catchpoles, This is a fierce and goura- 
geous dog, able to defend us on any. dcca+ 
ſion; I know him very well, for he be- 
longed once to an intimate friend of mine, 
let us carry him home with us.“ The catch. 
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were very well pleaſed, and ſaid, chat 
it I was a dog of courage, I ſhould be of 


great ſervice to them all. They would have 


laid hold of me to have carried me, but my 
maſter told them, that there was no occa- 
ſion for it, for I would follow them of my 
own accord, becauſe I knew him. I. for- 
to tell you, that a gipſey took from me 
the collar of ſteel points, which I had on 
when I ran away, and left the flock, and 
that in Seville I went without any; but the 
il immediately put me on a collar 
ſtudded with braſs. Reflect now a little, 
Scipio, how fortune has turned her wheel 
about; yeſterday I ſaw myſelf a ſtudent, 
ay you ſee me a catchpole. | 
Scip. This is the way of the world, and 
I think you have no great. occaſion now to. 
complain ſo highly of the changes of for- 
tune; for I fee no great difference there is 


between having a butcher or a catchpole 


for ones maſter. I have no patience: to 
hear the complaints which ſome men make 


againſt fortune, when the greateſt height 


— the hopes and expectations of becom- 
ing 2 lady's gentleman; with what bitter 


curſes do they load her, and with how ma- 


ny reproaches will they revile her! and for no 


ether reaſon, but that the people who hear 
them. 


of grandeur they ever could pretend to, was. 
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tem may think they have fell from a high 


and proſperous condition, to the poor and 
miſerable one they are in at preſent. 

Berg. You are in the right; but to pro- 
ceed with my ſtory. I ſay, that the algua- 
zil was very intimate with an attorney; they 
both kept company with two women of the 
town, who had little beauty, but a great 


_ deal of aſſurance, and of that ſubtilty and 
 wheedling art which whores are common- 


ly expert in: They fiſhed on ſhore with 


both net. and hook, as the faying is; they 


dreſſed themſelves in ſuch a manner, that 
by the pip you might know what the card 
was, and in the twinkling of an eye one 
might ſee they were ladies of pleaſure. 


They were always upon the hunt after fo- 


reigners; and when the Bourdeau fleet ar- 
rived at Cadiz and Seville, then was the time 
they brought griſt to their mill, not leav- 
ing one Frenchman unattacked. When an 

one whoſe pockets were well lined, and 
who was unacquainted with their ſubtilties, 
fell into the hands of theſe fine ladies, 
they immediately informed the alguazil, 
and the attorney, what houſe they went to; 


and when they were in bed together, they 
ruſhed in upon them, and apprehended 
them as whore- maſters; but they never car- 


ried. them to priſon, becauſe foreigners. al- 
N EE, ways . 
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ways paid a fum of money to be rid C. ſacks 
a troubleſome affair. It happened then, 
that Colindres, for that was the name of my 
maſter's lady, hooked a Frenchman, who 
agreed to ſup, and ſpend the night with her 
at her lodgings ; ſhe expected this would 
have been a brave fiſh, and immediately 
gave the rod to my maſter, that he might 
play him; and ſcarcely were they undreſ- 
ſed when the alguazil, the attorney, two 
catchpoles, and I, ruſhed in upon them. 
'The lovers were in a terrible fright ; the al- 
guazil cried up the heinouſneſs of their 
crime, and ordered them to dreſs them+ 
ſelves immediately,, that he might carry 
them to priſon ; the Frenchman was almoſt 
ſcared out of his wits ; and the attorney, 
good man, out of mere charity and pity, 
was mediator ; and by the force of his en- 
treaties reduced his puniſhment to the ſmall. 
trifle of only one hundred rials. The 
Frenchman aſked: for a pair of leather 
breeches, which he had laid on a chair at 
the bed's feet, wherein he had money ta. 
purchaſe his liberty; but the breeches. of 
could not be found any where; and good 
reaſon why, for as ſoon as I came into the 
chamber, I ſnuffed up a delicate ſmell of 
bacon, which was very refreſhing to me; I 
diſcovered from whence. it proceeded, by. [ 
= - | 
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my noſe, and found it was in one of the' 
breeches pockets, I mean, I found therein 
a piece of rare gammon of bacon z and 


that I might feaſt upon it the better, and 


pull it out without being heard, I dragged 
the breeches into the ſtreet, and there took 
my fill of the bacon, without being diſ- 
turbed, and made an excellent repaſt. 
When I returned into the chamber again, I 
found the poor Frenchman bawling out as 
loud as he could, in broken Spaniſh, but ſo 
that he might be underſtood, they ſhould 
give him his breeches, and that he had in 
them fifty crowns in gold. The attorney 
thought either Colindres, or the catchpoles 
had ſtole them; the alguazil thought the 
ſame: He called them aſide, they all de- 


nied it, and gave themſelves to the devil, 


if they knew any thing about the breeches. 
I ſeeing what contuſion and hurly-burly they 


were in, ran as faſt as I could to the ſtreet, 


where I had left the breeches, thinking to 
have brought them again, ſince it was only 


the bacon, and not the money, I wanted ; 


but I found myſelf as much to ſeek as 
they were; for ſome lucky perſon paſſing 


by, had already picked them up. As the 


alguazil ſaw the Frenchman had no money 
to bribe him, he raved like a madman, 


and thought to pump out of the miſtreſs of 


the 
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the houſe, what he could not get out ef the 
Frenchman , he ordered her to be called 
up, and ſhe came half naked; when ſhe 
heard the Frenchman ſwearing and bewail- 
ing his fate, ſhe ſaw Colindres crying in her 
ſhift; the attorney in an angry mood; the 
alguazil in a furious paſſion; and the catch- 
poles ſtripping the room of every thing 
they could lay hands on; ſhe did not half 


men of bad repute to rendezvous in her 
houſe. Now it was the ſport began, and 
their noiſe and bawling increaſed, and their 


confuſion was greater than before ; for the 
landlady cried out, Mr. alguazil, and Mr. 
lawyer, play none of your tricks with 


me, I beſeech you, for I ſee through them 
all ; no, no, put none of your cheats up- 


on me, but be quiet, and go about your 


_ buſineſs, and God go with you; if not, it 
will be none of my fault, if I turn the 


houſe topſy- turvy, and diſcover the whole 


myſtery of this affair; for I very well know 
who my lady Colindres is, and I know that it is 
many months that Mr. alguazil has been 
her bully ; and you had beſt not provoke 
me to explain myſelf any further; but re- 

| turn 


like this: The alguazil, without any com- 
pliments, ordered her to dreſs herſelf im- 
mediately, and come along with him to. 
priſon, becauſe ſhe ſuffered men and wo- 
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turn the gentleman his money, that we 
may all be friends again, and not loſe our 
good name; for I would have. you to 


know, I am a woman of credit and reputa- 


tion; I have a huſband who has (God be 
2 an inſtrument to prove his genti- 
ity, drawn up in full form, with the ſeals 
annexed thereto ; and I exerciſe my func- 


tion with a good character, and without 


prejudice to any one. I have the copy of 
my huſband's inſtrument of gentility, nail- 
ed up, where every body may ſee it; and 
therefore fling none of your ſcandals upon 
me, for by my faith I know how to clear 
myſelf: Tt is likely indeed, a woman of 
ſtrict honour, as I am, ſhould permit wo- 
men to bring in ſtrange men, if ſhe knew 


it; but they have the keys of their own 


apartments, and JI am not ſo quick-ſighted, 
that I can ſee through ſeven walls. My 
maſters were quite thunder-ſtruck to hear 
the long harangue of the landlady, and 
to ſee how ſhe read them the whole hiſtory 
of their lives; but as they ſaw, there was 
no man whom they could get any money 
of, except it was of her, they perſiſted in 
carrying her to priſon : She complained 
aloud'to heaven of the injuſtice they did 
her in her huſband's abſence, who was ſo 


principal a gentleman, The Frenchman 


roared 
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roared z fifty crowns : The catch- 
poles peru: 4 obſtinately, that they had 
never jeen the breeches, and ſaid, God 
forbid they ſhould ever be guilty of any 
ſuch thing : The attorney preſſed the al- 
guazil privately, that he ſhould ſearch Co- 
Andres, for that he ſuſpected ſhe muſt have 
the fifty crowns, it being her uſual cuſtom 
to dive into the private fobs and pockets of 
thoſe who fell into her clutches: She ſaid, 
that the Frenchman was drunk, and what he 


faid about the money was all a lie: In 
ſhort, there was nothing but noiſe and con- 


fuſion, crying and bawling, curſing and 


ſwearing, and there was no pacifying them, 
nor would they have been til] now, had not 


the civilmagiſtrate of the night, at that very 


inſtant, entered the chamber, who going 
his rounds through that quarter of the 


city, their noiſe and cries brought him 


hither : He aſked what was the occaſion of 
this diſturbance ? The landlady anſwered 
him in a few words; ſhe told him who the 
nymph Colindres was, who by this time 
had got her cloaths on; ſhe declared the 

eat familiarity there was between her and 


the alguazil; ſhe diſcovered all their ſharp- | 


ing tricks, and their ways of robbing gen- 
tlemen; ſhe excuſed herſelf, ſaying, that 


no woman of an ill character had ever come 
within 


Up? 
within her doors, by her conſent; ſhe 
canonized herſelf a ſaint, and her huſband 
for a good and holy man, and ſhe bawl- 
ed out to a young girl to run and fetch 
out of the at cheſt, her huſband's 
— of gentility, that his wor- 
ht ſee it; telling him, by that 
ik 1. ou be plainly ſeen, that the wife 
of ſo honourable a huſband could not 
do ſuch an ill thing; and that if ſhe kept 
a lodging houſe, it was becauſe ſhe was ne- 
ceſſitated to it, and heaven knew how 
much it grieved her; and that ſne had 
much rather, if ſhe could, get her liveli- 
hood any other way, than by following 
that employment. The magiſtrate, quite 
tired with her long tale, and her preſum- 
ing ſo much on her huſband's gentility, 
faid to her, Good madam, I do not at all 
doubt that your huſband has his inſtru- 
ment of gentility, ſince you tell me he is a 
gentleman 1nn-keeper. And with. much 
honour, anſwered the landlady ; and what 
family is there in the world, let it be never 
ſo ah that has not ſome blemiſh in it? 
What I ſay to you, madam, anſwered the 
magiſtrate, is, that you dreſs. yourſelf 
quickly, for you muſt come along with me 
to priſon; which news ſtruck the poor 
landlady to the ground; ſhe tore her fac: 
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with her nails, and ſent forth piercing 
cnes ; but notwithſtanding all this, the ſe- 
vere magiſtrate was not at all ſoftened, but 
carried them all to priſon; namely, the 
Frenchman, Colindres, and the landlady : I 
afterwards learned, that the Frenchman loſt 
his fifty crowns, and even more, they ſay, 
for they made him pay coſts; the land- 
lady paid as much; and Colindres, who 
had friends in court, came off ſcot-free : 
And the ſame day they releaſed her, ſhe 
caught a ſailor, whom ſhe made pay for 
the Frenchman, by the ſame trick of in- 
forming the alguazil. Thus you ſee, Sci- 


were occaſioned by my gluttony. 
Scip. Rather ſay, the knavery of your 
maſter, OM OP: 
Berg. But give attention a little, for 
theſe were not all the tricks he had, al- 
though it grieves me to ſpeak ill of algua- 
zils and lawyers. 


include all; are there not ſome honeſt 
ones amongſt them, who will not concern 
themſelves but with a good cauſe? They 
do not all ſpin out their ſuits to the length 
of ſeven years, or more, and take fees of 
both parties, nor do they all take more 
than their dues, and intermeddle and fo- 


pio, how many and how great miſchiefs 


Scip. But ſpeaking of one, does not 


ment 
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ment diſputes in families, to make them 


ſelves employment; neither are they all in 
confederacy with the judge, as the old ſay- 
ing has it, Do you trim my beard, and ll 
trim your foretop : In the ſame manner there 
are alguazils, who do not aſſociate them- 
ſelves with raſcally fellows and ſharpers ; 
nor do they all keep miſtreſſes, as your ma- 
ſter did, by whoſe help they may cheat 
people; there are ſome of them gentle- 
men by birth, and of gentleman- like diſ- 
oſitions; they are not all ſuch bluſtering, 
inſolent, ill- bred, mean- ſpirited wretches, as 
thoſe who go about to the inns meaſuring 
foreigners ſwords, and if they find them 
but an hair's-breadth longer than the due 
ſize, they bring the owners of them into 
trouble; neither do they all pretend to 
take up and releaſe people, and be both 
judge and advocate, juſt when they have a 
mind. | 9 | 
Berg. My maſter ſoared higher than all 
this, and went another way to work ; he 
pretended to be mighty valiant, and to exe-- 
cute dangerous arreſts ; but upheld his re- 
putation for valour, without hazarding his 


en tho' his purſe was forced to bleed 


or it. One day he attacked ſix noted 
bravoes under the gate Xeroz, without the 
aſſiſtance of any one, neither could I be of 
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any ſervice to him, my mouth being muz- 
zeled (for he uſed to keep me ſo in the 
day-time, and took it off at night) I was 
quite aſtoniſhed to ſee his boldneſs, bravery 
and reſolution ; for he made no more of the 5 5 
{words of theſe ſix ruffians, than if they 
had been oſier twigs. It was indeed matter 
of wonder to ſee with what agility he at= | 
tacked them, the thruſts he made, and 
with what ſwiftneſs he turned his eye 
about on every ſide, and what a ſtrict guard | 
he kept, that they might not ſurround | 
him.. In a word, he was looked upon by [3 

me, and all who beheld the fray, as a ſe- 
cond Don Quixote, having drove his ene- | 
mies from the gate of Aerox to the col- | 
lege of Roderigo, which is more than a 
hundred paces. He left them there, ang 
returned to gather up the ſpoils of the I 
battle, which were three ſcabbards, and 
| immediately went and ſhewed them to the 
civil magiſtrate, who at that time, if I - | 
miſtake not, was the civilian Sarmiento de E 
Valladares. The people ſtared at my maſter 
as he went along the ſtreets, pointing to 
him, as much as to ſay, There goes the va- 
liant man, who had the courage to com- 
bat alone with the very flower of the bra- 
voes of Andaluzia, My maſter ſpent the 
reſt of the day in going up and down the 
MY © city 
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city to ſhew himſelf; and the night came 
upon us in the ſtreet called Triana, near 
the powder-mill. My maſter having pried 
about, to ſee if no one obſerved him, he 
went into a houſe, and I after him. We 
found in the court-yard all thoſe giants, (as 
I may very well call them) who before 
had made the fray, without either cloaks 
or ſwords; and one of them, whom TI 
Judged to be the landlord, held in one 
hand a jug of wine, and in the other a. 


large goblet, which he filled up to the 


brim with generous and ſparkling wine, 
and drank to all the company. As ſoon as: 
they ſaw my maſter, they ran to him with 
open arms, they all drank to him, and he- 
pledged. them ; he would even have done 
it to as many more, being a good-natured” 
foul, and one who would not quarrel with: 
his friend for a ſmall matter. Should I at-- 
tempt to relate every thing that was treated' 


of there, in what manner they ſupped, the 
frays which they recounted, the thefts they 


related, the ladies which were thought 
qualified for their employment, and  thoſe* 
which were rejected; the praiſes which» 
they gave one another, the abſent bullies 
which were mentioned, the flouriſhing of 
their hands, and the fine words they made 
uſe of, and laſtly, the odd figure. of- tho 
landlord,, to whom they all paid reſpect,, 
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' as to a maſter. or 8 F ſhould: bring 
myſelf into a labyrinth, from whence I 
could not get out. again when I had a mind. 
In a word, I found out at laſt, that the 
maſter of the houſe, whoſe name was N- 
xipodio, was one who harboured thieves. 
and bravoes, and that my maſter's terrible 


fray had been firſt concerted amongſt them, 


as likewiſe their running away, and leav- 
ing their ſcabbards; for which my maſter. 
paid down. a {um of money, and likewiſe: 
the expence of their ſupper, which was. 
concluded about break off day day, to the ſatiſ- 
faction of them all. Juſt before. they 
broke u UP... they gave. information to my 
maſter of a ſtrange bully who was juſt. come 


into the city, and whom, as he was more 


valiant than themſelves, they informed. 
againſt, out of mere ſpite. My maſter 
— him the next night in bed, and he 
choſe the: rig ht time, for if he had been 
dreſs d, I — by his mien, he would not 
have been ſo ealily taken, By this action, 


which followed ju upon the heels of the 
fray, the fame of my cowardly maſter was 


augmented, for he was. naturally more 
faint - hearted and fearful than a hare, 
deing only one of your pot - valiant 
people; and whatever he got by his office, 
or informations, went down. the channel of 
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kis valour, or, in other words, was ſpent 


in good eating and drinking. But have pa- 
tience, and give ear to an adventure which 
happened to him, and which I ſhall tell, 
without adding or diminiſhing one word 


from the real truth: of it. 


Two thieves ſtole a very good horſe in 


Anteguera; they brought him to Seville, and 


made uſe of, in my opinion, a cunning and 
witty ſtratagem to ſell him without danger: 


they went and put up at two different inns, 
when one of them went to the magiſtrate, 

and made information that Pedro de Loſada 
owed him four hundred rials, which he 
had lent him, as appeared by a note ſigned 


with his own. hand, xhich he produced. 
The magiſtrate ordered that this ſame 


Loſada ſhould acknowledge the note, and 
that if he did acknowledge. it,. they ſhould 
either take from him ſome pledge of as 


great value, or elſe; put him in priſon. 
This affair happened to fall ro my maſter 
and the: attorney his friend. The ' thief 
carried- them to the inn where the other 
lodged, and he immediately acknowledged 
his 3 confeſſed the debt, and conſigned 


the horſe as a pledge for the payment of 


it; which being ſeen by my maſter, he 


liked him ſo well, that he was very de- 
ſirous of having him, and marked him for 


his 


. T8 

his own, if he ſhould happen to be ſold. 
The thief let the time allowed by law for: 
the payment of the money elapſe, and the 
| horſe was put up to ſale at the inn, and was. 
knocked down at five hundred rials, to one 
whom my maſter had privately ordered to. 
buy it. The horſe worth half as much 
again as he gave for it, but as there was not. 
much company in. the inn, no body bid. 
higher; ſo one of the thieves:recovered the 
debt which was never due to him, and the 
other an acquittance, which he had no need 
of, and my maſter remained in poſſeſſion of 
the horſe. The thieves immediately de- 
camped. and two days afterwards, my 
maſter having new burniſhed up the furni- 
ture, and got every thing that was wanting 
to the horſe, appeared upon him in the mar- 
ket place of San Franciſco, more proud and: 
ſtately than a clown in his holyday cloaths.. 
His friends congratulated him a. thouſand. 
times on his. good bargain, affirming that 
it was as well worth an hundred and fifty. 
ducais, as an egg a maravedi; and he 
waking the horſe prance and caper about, 
acted his own tragedy on the theatre of the 
above-mentioned market-place.. Whule he 
was wheeling and prancing about in this 
manner, two men who looked like gentle- 


men, being very well dreis'd, came up to. 
him,. 
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him, and one of them cried out, Surely 
this is my horſe, which was ſtolen from me 
a few days ago in Auteguera. All thoſe who 


were with him, which were four ſervants, 


eonfirmed what he ſaid, and that it was 


the very horſe that had been ſtolen from 


him; with this, my maſter was thunder- 
ſtruck ; the owner of the horſe made great 
complaints, and gave ſuch good proofs 
that it was his, that ſentence was. paſſed in 
his favour, and my maſter diſpoſieſſed of 
the horſe. The comical trick of the thieves; 
in making uſe of the hands of juſtice it- 
ſelf to ſell what they had ſtolen, was talked 
of all about the city; and almoſt every one 
was. well pleaſed that my maſter's greed:- 


nes had ot laſt burſt the bag with over-crams- 


- 


ming it. But his misfortunes did not ſtop 
here ; for that very ſame night, the civil 
magiſtrate going upon the patrol through 
the ſtreet, having had information given 
him, that there were ſome robbers in the 
quarter of St. Julian; juſt as we came to a 


croſs-way, they eſpied a man running by, 


and at this very moment, the magiſtrate 
taking me by my collar, and clapping me 
on. the back, cried, To the thief, Gavilan, 
to the thief : I, who was quite provoked, 
and my patience wearied out, by the ſharp= 
ing and baſe tricks of my maſter, that I 

44 4 a4 | might 
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might execute fully Mr. magiſtrate's. or- 
ders, immediately fell upon my maſter, 
and without his being able to help himſelf, 


I lung him to the ground, and if they had 


not taken me off, I ſhould have taken more 


than a four-fold vengeance on him. The 


catchpoles would have beaten me, and even 
have knocked me on the head, had not 
Mr. magiſtrate ſaid, in a magiſterial tone, 
Let no one touch him, for the dag aid'what I 
ordered bim. But however, ſeeing their in- 
dignation, I, without taking leave of any 
one, got through a little hole in the town- 
wall into-the fields, and before day-break 
found myſelf .in Mayrena, a town about 
four leagues from Seville, My good luck 
would — it ſo, that I found therein a 
company of ſoldiers, who I heard ſay were 

ing to embark at Carthagena. There were 


amongſt them four bullies, who were great 


cronies of my maſter, and one of them was 
a drummer, who had been before a catch- 
pole, and was a great Juggler, as drum- 
mers commonly are: They all knew me, 


and they all ſpoke to me, and aſked me 
where my maſter was, as if I had been able 
to have anſwered them: But he who took 
the moſt notice of me was the drummer, 
and fo I determined to ſtay with him, if he 


would let me, and to follow him whither- 
| | | ſoever 
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ſoever he went, though it ſhould be into 


Tialy or Flanders; becauſe I am of opinion, 
that although the proverb ſays, He that goes 
to Rome a fool, will return a fool, yet the 
viſiting divers countries, and the converſing 
with different nations and people, may make 
a man wiſe. - 

Scip. You fay right; for I remember to 
have heard one of my maſters, who was a 
great ſcholar, ſay, that a famous Greek, call- 
ed Ulyſes, had the reputation of being a 
very wiſe man, for only having travelled 
through many countries, and. converſed 
with different people of various nations; 
therefore I commend the reſolution you 


took, to go where-ever they ſhould carry 


you. "ot | 

Berg. The drummer, to ſet off his jug- 
gling tricks to the better advantage, taught 
me to dance to the ſound of a drum, and 


to play ſeveral other monkey tricks, very 


much above the capacity of any other dog 
bur myſelf : The time of their commiſſion 


being almoſt expired, they began to march 


by ſhort ſtages : By good luck we had no 
commiſſary to reſtrain us; the captain was 


a young man, but a very valiant gentle- 


man; as for our enſign, it was not long 
fince he left the court, and the public 
a i;) | feaſts ; 


( 60 ) 
feaſts; and our ſerje ant was a good- natured 
ſoul, and one Lg was the diverſion of all 
companies: But the misfortune was, our 
company was full of prating bullies, who 
committed inſolencies in the towns, through 
which we took our rout, which occaſioned 
curſes to be poured on his head, who did 
not deſerve them. It is the unhappineſs. of 
a good prince, to be blamed by his people 

for the faults of his officers, becauſe ſome 
are the plagues of others, without any fault 
of the prince; for although he was ever ſo 
deſirous, and ſhould uſe his utmoſt endea- 
vours, he would not be able to remedy 


theſe evils; becauſe war is really a ſcourge, 


and will always carry with it ſomething of 
roughneſs and ſeverity, and be attended 
with many inconveniencies. In ſhort; in 
leſs than fifteen days, by means of my quick 
apprehenſion and readineſs to learn, with 
the diligence of him whom I choſe for my, 
parro n, I knew how to dance, when I was 

id to do it, for the king of France, and 
not to wag a foot for the tavern woman: 
He taught me to curvet and prance like a 
Neapolitan horſe, and to go round like a 
mule in a mill, with other B like things; 
that if I had not found by experience, that 


I had —_— abilities to perform them, I 
ſhould 


2 
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Gould [have been döbbtful whother ir wa! 


not ſome devil in the ſhape-of a dog, who 
performed all theſe things. 

My maſter gave me the title of the Viſ⸗ 
Dog; and we no ſooner arrived at any of 
our quarters, but he went through the 
whole town, beating his drum, and giving 
notice to all perſons, who had the curiolity 
to come and lee the wonderful qualities, and 
ſurpriſing performances of the Wäiſe Dog, 
that they were ſhewn in ſuch a houſe, or 
ſuch an hoſpital, at the price of eight or 
four maravedies a- piece, according to the 
largeneſs or ſmallneſs of the town. My 
maſter made ſo eloquent an harangue on my 
noble qualifications, that there was not one 


perſon in the town, who did not come to 


ſee me; and every body went home again 
ſtruck with aſtoniſhment, and very well 
pleaſed with my performances. My maſter 
triumphed in his great gains, and main- 
tained ſix of his comrades like ſo many 


kings. Covetouſneſs and envy incited in 


theſe ruffians a great deſire to ſteal me, and 
they ſoughc an opportunity to do it; for 
many are in love with, and greedy of gain, 
only that they may ſpend it in good eating 
and drinking. This makes fo many, who 


go about in Spain with puppet-ſhows, and 
others ſelling pins and ballads, that the 


G | whole 
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whole ſtock, though they ſhonld fell it all; 
would not be ſufficient to keep them one 
day; and beſides, both the one and the 
other are never out of the cook · ſnops, and 


the public-houſes, all the year round; from 
when I conceive, that their drunkennets and 


gluttony mult be ſupported by fome other 


means, than the profits of their reſpective 
mow They are all of them a vagabond 
uſcleſs ſer people, who ſuck in wine 


like ad the ſpunge, and are great devourers I 


. Sci. No more, Berganſa, let us not re- 
turn to our old trade again, but go on with 


your ſtory, for the night wears away, and I 
— not have — part of r . un- 


told at break of day 
ive — then: As it is an 


eaſy to make improvements and ad- 


ditions to things once invented, my maſter 


how well I could imitate a Neapolitan 
er, made me a houſing of gilt leather, 
and a ſmall ſaddle, which he put on my 


back ; he made likewiſe a little figure of a 


man, with a Jance in his hand, as they have 
when they ride at the ring; he mounted 
the little gentleman on my back, taught 
me to run dexterouſly at a ring, which he 

between two ſticks; and the day 1 


was to run at it, he . notice, that the 
Wiſe 


my braye lad. Gawlan, leap for that! old 
man who you know blacks his whiſkers 
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Wiſe Dog would run at the ring that day; 
and perform many other new and ſurpriſing 
tricks, ſuch as had never been ſeen before, 
which, as they ſay, I performed with great 


Y dexterity, that I might not make my maſter 


a liar. We arrived, at length, by our ſet 


ſtages, to Montilla, a town belonging to 


that famous and good chriſtian the marquis 
of Priego, lord of the houſe of Aguilar and 
Montilla. They quartered my maſter in an 


hoſpital, according to his deſire; he imme- 


diately made his uſual proclamation, and ag 


Fame blew before, to carry the news of the 


furprifing qualities and wonderful performs 
ances of the Miſe Dog, in leſs than an hour, 
the yard was full of people. maſter 
was . to ſee 3 har⸗ 
veſt he had, and ſhewed that day, ſeveral 
tricks more than uſual. My firſt performs 
ance, was Icaping through a hoop ſeveral 
times, and in a different manner: He made 
uſe of the uſual words, to conjure me, and 
when he held down a little wand, which he 
held in his hand, was a fign for ma to jump; 
and when he held it up, for me to ſtand 


Mill: Fhe firſt word of command he gave 


me that day, (which was one of the moſt 
memorable of my whole life) was, Come 
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every morning, to make himſelf look young; 


and 1f not for him, leap for the pomp and 

deur of the new- made counteſs Pimpi- 
zela,: of Plafagonia, who is always talking 
of her quality, though before her huſband 
married her, ſhe was but a cook-maid. Do 
you not like the word of command, Gavi- 
lan? Leap then for the batchelar Pa/las, 
who figned himſelf a maſter of arts, with- 
out having taken any degree; O, you are 
lazy, I believe, why don't you leap? But JI 
gueſs what you would be at; leap then far 
the wine of E/quivias, equally famous with 
that of the royal city, St. Martin and Ribi- 
davia : He held down his wand, and I 
jumped up. He immediately turned abont 
to the people, and ſaid with a loud voice, 
Do not think, moſt: noble and illuſtrious 
audience, that it is only a few trifling things 
this dog knows. I have taught him twenty- 
four things, the leaſt of which, it is worth 


. „ 


going thirty leagues to ſee: He can dance 


2 a faraband, and the chacona, better than 


even the inventors of them; he can drink 
three pints of wine, without leaving a drop; 
be ſings ſol, fe, mi, la, as well as any pariſh 
many more, too tedious to mention, you 
ſhall fee: freſh proofs of, every day, while 
our company ſtays here; and now one 
F345 e more 
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more leap. of this Jiſe Deg, and then wg 
ſhall entertain you With his other performs 


ances. 6 b £2038 0 3M. 911] 4 
With this, he kept in ſuſpenęe tha minds 


of his moſt noble audience, as he called 
them, and inflamed them with a vehemens 
deſire of ſeeing all my fine B 
And turning about to me, he ſaid, Come 
Cavilan, repeat once more, what you per- 
formed juſt now, for the ſake of that fa- 
mous witch, who they ſay lives in this place. 
Scarcely had he ſpoke theſe words, when an 
old woman of about threeſcore, who be- 
longed to the hoſpital, ſet up a loud cry, 
bawling out, Thou knavith impoſtor, and 
prating mountebank, thou ſon of à whore, 
Wo daſt thou call a witch, for there is 
never a one in this place? If thou meaneſt 
the famous witch Camache, the has long 
Gace paid for all her offences, and is now, 
God only knows Where: But if thou mean» 
eſt me, ſaucy buffoon, know I neither am, 
nor ever have been à witch; and if you 
have heard ſo, you have been falſely in- 
formed. All che world knows the penance 
I do, not for my witcherafts, for I nevet 
praQtiſect any; but the many other ſins, 
which, as a ſinful. woman I have commit- 
ed: And therefore thou knayib piper, get 
2 G. 3. thee- 


RY 
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thee gone- out of the hoſpital, or elſe by 
my faith, I ſhall make you mend your pace. 
With this, ſhe ſet up ſuch a ſcolding, and 
rung ſuch a peal in my maſter's ears, char he 
was almoſt {cared out of his wits; in fine, 
ſhe would not ſuffer him by any means to 
go on with his flow. My maſter was not 
at all diſpleaſed with this hurly-burly, be- 
cauſe he had got the money into his pocket; 
and ſet apart for another day and another 
hofpital, the remaining part of 'my perform- 
ances. ' The people went away curſing the 
old woman, calling her not only a witch, but 
an old-bearded ſforcereſs. But however; we 
ſtaid in the hoſpital that night andi the old 
woman meeting me alone in the court- yard, 
ſaid to me, Do I ſee thee, my ſon Montiel? 
Have I at laſt the happineſs KA behold thee, 
my ſon? Hearing this, I lift u W my: 1e 
and looked ſtedfaſtly at her for a g 
while, Which ſhe fecing, ran to me ch 
tears in her eyes, and throwing her arms 
about my neck, would fain have kiſſed me; 
if I would have let her; but J loathing 
the yoy” nnn, of 1 it, would not 1 
her. 7 
ip. Tou did wen z bor! it is not : Pleax 
fure but puniſhment; to kiſs, or 17 Kiſſed 
by an old woman. 17 50 2 DEA. 5 
$21) 2 | Berg. 
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Berg. What J am going to tell you, I 
ſhould have told you at the beginning of 
my ſtory; and ſo we ſhould have been 33 
aſtoniſhed at hearing ourſelves ſpeak ; for 
you muſt know, the old woman ſaid to me, 
Follow me, my ſon Montiel, and I will ſnew 
you where my chamber is; contrive to meet 
me there alone this night; I will leave the 
door open for you, for know, 1 have many 
things to acquaint you with concerning 
your life, which it imports you much to 
be informed of. I held down my head, in 
token of obedience, by which ſhe was 

| thoroughly confirmed in her belief, that 
I was the dog Montiel whom ſhe fought 
for, as ſhe afterwards told me. I remained 
quite amazed and perplexed, expecting 
night with the greatett impatience, to ſee 
where this myſtery or prodigy of the old 
woman's words to me would end; and as 1 
heard them ſay ſhe was a witch, 1 expect- 
ed to ſee and hear great things from her. 
At laſt the long-wiſhed for moment came, 
that J ſaw mytelf in her chamber, which 
was a little dark cell; there was no: other 
light in it, but what the faint glimmerings 
he. an earthen lamp afforded. When I went 
in, the old woman was ſitting upon a little 
cheſt, ſtirring the fire; ſhe immediately 
called. me to her, and without ſpeaking a 
word, 
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word, began to embrace me again, and I 
was forced to be upon the watch, that ſhe 
might not kiſs me. The farft words {he 
broke lence with, were, 1 always truſted 
heaven, that before theſe eyes were cloſed 
in eternal night, I ſhould behold thee, my 
ſon; and now that I have ſeen thee, let 
death come and free me from this trauble- 
ſome life: You muſt know my ſon, that 
in this city lived the moſt famous witch that 
ever was in the world, whom they called Ca- 
macha de Montille. She was. * expert in her 
enchantments, that neither the _— 
Ciree's, Meded's, or any others of thoſe, of 
whom I have heard ſay hiſtories are full, 
were to . to her. She could con- 
the clouds whenever the had a mind, 
covering therewith the face of the ſun, and 
when ſhe pleaſed, the. could make the 
maſt cloudy and tempeſtuaus ſky become 
dear and ſerene. She tranſported men in 
dhe twinkliug of an eye, rom the moſt 
 diftant countries, and had a . 
cure for thoſe virgins 7 had 1 

in meir honour. e con- 
— ary. perro widows in ſuch a man- 
ner, 2 though they were wanton, yet 
ahey were accounted modeſt. She parted 
choſe that were married, and married whom- 


— me pleaſed. In 1 he bad 
freſh- 


„ 
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freſh roſes in her garden, and in January 
ſhe cut wheat. To make water-creſſes 
grow in a tray, or to ſhew any perſon that 
was required, either alive or dead, in a 
looking-glaſs or in a baſon of water, was 
accounted but a trifle by her. She is faid 
to have transformed men into beaſts, and 
that ſhe really made uſe of a ſexton fix 
years, under the form of an aſs, which I 
have never been able to comprehend how 
it is done. For that which is ſaid of thoſe 
ancient enchantreſſes, who transformed men 
into beaſts, the moſt learned men ſay, that 
it was nothing elſe, but that they, with 
their great beauty and allurements, drew in 
men to be deeply in love with them, and 
ſubjected them in ſuch a manner, making 
them ſubſervient to all their wanton deſires, 
that they were more like beaſts than men. 
But in you, my fon, experience ſhews me 


the. contrary, for I know that thou art a 


man, though I ſee thee in the likeneſs. of a 
dog, unleſs this is effected by what they 
call a Deceptio viſus, which makes one thing 
appear for another. Let that be as it will, 

what grieves me is, that neither I nor thy 
mother, for we were diſciples. of the good 
Camacba, ever arrived to ſuch a degree = 
perfection in this art, as ſhe herſelf; 


becauſe we had not capacities and — 
5 tions 


_—_— — 
— — — 


(70) 
tions to learn, for we had rather too much 
than too little of theſe; but becauſe of her 
malice and envy, for ſhe would never com- 
municate to us the more hidden ſecrets of 


her art, but reſerved them to herſelf. 
Your mother, fon, was called Montiela, 
and, after Camacha, was very famous; m 

name is Cannizares, and if I am not fo wile 


deſires as the beſt of them. It is true, 
that even Camacha herſelf did not ſurpaſs 


your 

draw a circle, _ ſhut herſelf up in it, 
with whole le of deyils: For my 
I muſt confeſs I was always a little 
and contented myſelf with conjur- 
ms UP up half a legion. But with reverence 
it ſpoken of them both, in reſpect of 


- which concerns the mixing and pre. 


the ointments, with WC as 


noint ourſelves, I will not yield to either of 


them, nor to any who at this day are pro- 
ficients in the art. But you muft 


daily, that life, which runs upon the ſwift 
wings of time, comes to an end at laſt, f 
have reſolved to leave all the crimes of 


witchcraft, and have contented myſelf 


with only being a forcereſs, which is a very 
<fficult vice to forſake3 your mother did 


as thoſe two, yet at leaſt I have as good 


mother in courage, for ſhe would 


know, my ſon, that as I have ſeen, and ſeo 


* 


me 


. 

the ſame, ſhe forſook a great many vices, 
and did a great many good deeds in this life; 
but ſhe at laſt died a ſorcereſs; ſhe did not 
die of any infirmity, but of grief, which 
Camacha her miſtreſs was the cauſe of, either 
out of: ſpite, which ſhe conceived againit 
her, becauſe ſhe was grown almoſt as great 
2 proficient in our art as herſelf, or elſe from 
{ome other private grudge, or little pique 
of jealouſy, which I could never thorough- 
ly ſift out; for your mother being with 
child, and the hour of her delivery being 
come, Camacha was her midwife, who re- 
ceived into her hands what your mother 
brought forth; and ſhe immediately ſhew- 
ed her, that ſhe had been delivered of two 
little puppies; and as ſoon as ſhe ſaw them 
ſhe cried out, Good heavens ! what malice 
and villainy 1s here? Nevertheleſs, ſiſter 
Montiela, J am thy friend, and will conceal 
this delivery; do you but take care to re- 
cover your ſtrength and health again, and 
be aſſured your diſgrace ſhall remain buried 
in oblivion. . Let' not- this adventure give 
you any uneaſineſs, for you are ſenſible that 
I know well enough, a you have been 
concerned with no other a long time, but 
your friend Roderigo the porter; and there- 
fore your being delivered of theſe dogs, 


proceeds from ſome other cauſe, and con- 


taing 
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tains ſome myſtery in it. Your mother and 
I, who was preſent all the while, were 
quite aſtoniſhed at this ſtrange adventure. 
Camacha went out and carried away the 
whelps ; I ſtaid with your mother, to afhiſt 
her in what ſhe wanted, who could not be- 
lieve what had happened to her; ſometime 
afterwards Camacha drawing nigh her end, 
and being in the laſt moments. of her life, 
ſhe called your mother, and told her how 
ſhe had transformed her ſons into dogs, to 
revenge herſelf for an old grudge which 
ſhe owed her; but that ſhe ſhould not be 
troubled at it, for they would return to 
their firſt ſhape and condition, when 1t was 


leaſt expected; but that it could not be till 
they had ſeen with their own eyes, the fol |} 


lowing prediction accompliſhed : 


Let this remembrance ſome relicf afford, 

To human ſbape they'll be again reſtor' d, 

When they ſhall fee thrown groveling to the ground, 
7 ho/e that ered, as lofty pines avere found. ? 
Aud thoje that laid low in the duft this hour, 
all be rais'd up by the ſame mighty poxber. 


Theſe were the words Camacha ſpoke to 
your mother, with her dying breath, as I 
have already told you. Your mother took 
them down in writing, and engraved them 
deeply in her memory, as I likewiſe did 


In 


- 
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in.mine, in- caſe we ſhould, by good luck, 
ever have the opportunity of acquainting 
either of you with it ; and that I might find 
you out, I called all the dogs I ſaw of your 
colour, by the name of your mother; not that 
I thought that as dogs you would know the 
name, but to ſee if any of them would an- 
ſwer to a name ſo different from what dogs 
are commonly called by ; and to-night, 
when I ſaw you perform ſo many ſurpriſing 
things, and that you was called the Viſe 
Dog ; and likewiſe how you lift up your 
head, and looked at me, when I called you 
in the court- yard, I ſuſpected you was te 
ſon of Montiela, and therefore, with the 
greateſt pleaſure, have made you acquaint- 
ed with the hiſtory of your birth, and by 
what means you are to recover your former 
ſhape, which I heartily wiſh was as eaſy as 
that which they ſay thegolden aſs made uſe 
of, which conſiſted only 1n eating a roſe; but 
thine depends upon other peoples actions, 
and not on thy own. And therefore all 
thou haſt to do, ſon, is to recommend thy- 
ſelf to God, in thy private thoughts, and 
wait with patience ; for theſe, I will not call 
them prophecies, but divinations, which 
will ſhortly come to paſs, according to 
your wiſhes ; for ſince the good Camacha 
has pronounced them, I make not the leaſt 

| 11 doubt 
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doubt of their happening ; and you, with 
your brother, if he is alive, ſhall fee all 
theſe expectations anſwered. What grieves 


me is, that I am ſo near my end, that I 
ſhall not be able to fee it. Many times I 
made account to enquire of my familiar 
A what end this adventure of yours 


have, but I never did, becauſe he 


never gives a direct anſwer to any of our 
uiries, but couches it in dark and ob- 
ſcure terms, which have ſeveral ſignifica- 
tions; ſo that there is no depending upon 
any anſwer which this our lord and maſter 
gives; for with one word of truth, he 
mixes a thouſand lies: And as far as I can 
er by his anſwers, he knows nothing 

of futurity for certain, but only by gueſſes. 
Notwithſtanding all this, he ſo deludes us 
witches, that although he makes a mock of 
us many times, and plays a thouſand tricks 
upon us, yet we cannot forſake him. We 


fon great way from hence, to ſee him in a 


arge field, wherein an infinite number of 
ſorcerers and ſorcereſſes aſſemble together; 


and there he gives us ſomething to eat, of 


a very unpleaſant taſte; and there are 
other things tranſacted, which, in good 
truth, I dare not tell you, becauſe they are 


foul and loathſome, and I will not offend 


your chaſte ears. Some are of opinion, 
| that 
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that we go to theſe feaſts in imagination 


only; and that the devil imprints thereon, 


the images of all thoſe things, which we 
afterwards relate have happened to us; 
others ſay not, but that we really go there 
both in body and ſoul; and for my part, 
I hold that both theſe opinions are true, 
inſomuch, that we ourſelves do not know 
when we go one way or other ; becauſe 
all that paſſeth with us in imagination 
only, is fo intenſely imprinted, that it is 


exactly the ſame, as if we had actually 


gone there in perſon. The inquiſitors have 


made ſome experiments of this upon ſome 
of us, whom they have kept preſſed down, 
and I think they have found what I ſay to 


be true. At laſt, J had a mind to forſake 
this ſin, and have uſed my endeavours to 
do it: I have betaken myſelf. to this hoſ- 
pital, where I cure the poor, but ſome of 
them die, which gives me new life, by 


what they bequeath to me, or what old 


cloaths they leave behind them, for my 
care. I pray a little in public, and mur- 
mur much in private : It goes better with 
me by being a hypocrite, than with being 
an open ſinner. The appearances of my 
preſent good deeds, blot out from the me- 


mory of thoſe that know me, my former 
bad oneg. In a word, a hypocritical holi- 
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neſs does no harm to any one, but to him 

who practiſcs it. Son Montiel, take this 
advice of me, do all the good you can; 

but if you muſt be wicked, endeavour to 

hide it much as you can. I am a ſor- 4 
cereſs, I do not deny it to you; and that | 
your mother was a witch and a ſorce reſs, I 
can as little deny, Nevertheleſs, the fine 
outward - appearances of us both, were 
ſufficient to gain us a good reputation 
with every one. Three days before ſhe 
died, we had both of us been to a merry- | 
making, in one of the valleys between the 

' Pyrenean mountains; and when ſhe died, it 
was with ſo much calmneſs and ſerenity, 
that excepting a few wry faces, which ſhe 
made a quarter of an hour before ſhe gave 
up the ghoſt, ſhe ſeemed as eaſy as if ſhe 
had been upon a bridal bed ſtrewed with 
flowers. The transformation of her two 
ſons broke her heart, and ſhe never would, 
even at the point of death, forgive Cama- 
cha I dated her eyes, and attended her to 
her grave; and there I leſt her, never to 
ſee her more, although I have not loſt all 
hopes of feeing her before I die, becauſe it 
is talked in the town, that ſome perſons 
have ſeen her walking in the church-yards 
and croſs-ways in aifferens ſhapes ; and per- 
- haps ſome time or other I ſhall meet _ 3 
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and I will aſk her, if ſhe would have me 
do. any thing to unburthen, her conſcience. 
Every thing the old woman ſaid to me, in 


praiſe of her, who ſhe told me was my mo- 


ther, was as a ſpear which pierced me to 


the heart, and I had a great mind to fall 


upon her, and tear her to pieces; but I did 
not do it, becauſe I was unwilling death 
ſhould ſeize her in ſo unprepared and ſinful 
a condition. Finally, ſhe told me, that 
ſhe deſigned to anoint herſelf that night, to 


go to one of their uſual nocturnal meet- 


ings, and that whilſt ſhe was there, ſhe in- 


tended to enquire of her familiar, a little 


of what was to befal me. I would have 


| aſked, if I could have ſpoke, what thoſe 


ointments were, which ſhe mentioned, 
and it ſeems, that ſhe read my thoughts, 
fince ſhe anſwered, (as if I had aſked her) 


what I wanted to be informed of, in theſe 


words: This ointment, with which we 


witches anoint ourſelves, is made up of the 


Juices of herbs, of an extreme. cold na- 


ture, and not (as it is commonly faid to be) 
of the blood of thoſe infants which we 
ſtrangle. Here you may likewiſe aſk me, 


what pleaſure and profit the devil has by 
making us kill theſe harmleſs creatures, 
ſince he knows, that being baptized, they 
are received into heaven, as being innocent, 
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and without ſin ; and that he himſelf fuE 
fers an additional torment by every chri- 
ſtian ſoul that eſcapes him? To which I can | 
give you no other anſwer, but what the | 
proverb ſays, which is, That he puts out S 
both his own eyes, to put out one of his ene- 
oy I mean, the «xceſſive grief he pierces | 
the parents with, by killing their children. 
And that which concerns him moſt, is to | 
make us commit, at every ſtep, ſo cruel | 
and diabolical a crime; and all this God 
permits, for the fins of men; for without 

is permiſſion, I have ſeen by experience, 
that the devil cannot hurt ſo much as an 
ant; and this is ſo true, that having asked 
him one time to deſtroy my enemy's vine, 
he made anſwer, that he could not fo 
much as touch a leaf of it, becauſe God 
would not permit him: By which thou 
mayeſt know, when thou art a man, that 
all the misfortnnes that happen to nations, 
kingdoms, cities, and towns, ſudden 
deaths, ſhipwrecks, and contagious dif- 
tempers, in a word, all the ill which 
we call accidents, proceed from the hand 
of the Moſt High, and are permitted by 
Nis will; but that our fins and wicked ae- 
tions proceed entirely from ourſelves. God » 
zs ſinleſs, from whence we may infer, that | 
we are the authors of ſin, forming it m 
e | | thought, 
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thought, word, and deed; God permitting 


it all for our offences, as I have before 
faid. You will ſay now, ſon, if you un- 
derſtand what I am ſaying, who hath made 
me a divine; and you will perhaps ſay with- 
in yourſelf, Body of this oid whore, why 
don't ſhe leave off being a ſorcereſs, and 
return to God, ſince ſhe knows, that he is 
more ready to pardon fins, than to permit 
them? To this I make anſwer, (as if you 


had really aſked me) that a habit of ſin- 


ning, becomes in time a ſecond nature ; 
and this of ſorcery becomes as dear and 
neceſſary to us, as our very fleſh and blood; 
and fo ſtupifies the foul, that it even cools 
and benumbs its faith, from whence ariſes 
a forgetfulneſs of itſelf, and it neither re- 


members the terrors with which God threa- 


tens it, nor the glory to which he invites 
it; and, in fine, as it is a ſin which con- 


fiſts in ſenſual pleaſures, it deadens and 


ſtupifies all our faculties, not - permitting 


them to perform their proper offices as the 
ought; and fo the foul remaining uſeleſs, 
diſordered, and ſlothful, cannot raiſe its 


conſideration, if it would, to any good 


thought; and ſuffering itfelf to be ſwal- 


lowed up in the profound abyſs of its 


have one of theſe ſouls which I have de- 


( 80 ) 

ſcribed to you, I ſee it, and know it well; 
but as ſenſual pleaſure hath fettered my 
will, I have always been, and always ſhall 

be wicked. | 
But let us leave this, and talk a little 
about the ointments, which I ſay are ſo 
extremely cold, that when we anoint our- 
ſelves with them, they deprive us of all 
our ſenſes, and we remain ſtretched upon 
the ground naked, and then it is, they ſay, 
that every thing which ſeems to us, to be 
really tranſacted, paſſes only in our imagi- 
nation. Other tunes, having made an end 
of anointing ourſelves, we are transformed, 
as we think, into cocks, owls, or crows; 
and in this ſhape we go to the place where 
our maſter expects us, and there we come 
to our firſt ſhape again, and partake of 
pleaſures which I ſhall paſs over in ſilence, 
— they are ſuch, that it even gives 
me pain to call them back to memory, 
and my tongue flies back with horror 
from relating them; and yet notwith- 
ſtanding all this, I am a ſorcereſs, and I 
cover with the cloak of hypocriſy, all my 
faults. It is true, that if ſome eſteem and 
honour me as a good woman, there are not 
wanting many, who tell me of the marks 
which the fury of a choleric judge imprint- 
ed on us; who, in former times, OG 
me 
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ſome accuſation againſt me, and your mo- 
ther, delivered us up to the hangman to 
execute his anger upon us, who, not being 
fee*d, uſed his full power and rigour upon 
our ſhoulders. But this 1s paſſed, as all 
things paſs away, ſlipping out of the me- 
mory; and people being tired with talk- 
ing always of one thing, new events mak- 
ing us forget the old. I live in this hoſpi- 
tal, and in outward appearance am very 
good; I am not ſo old, but I may live a 
year longer, although I am now ſeventy- 
five; — now I cannot faſt for my great 
age, nor pray for the ſwimmings in my 
head, nor go any more pilgrimages, be- 
cauſe of the feeblenef of my legs, and 
cannot give alms, becauſe I am poor, 
nor even think well, becauſe I delight in 
_ ill; with all this I know that God is 
good and merciful. But enough of this, 
let us have no more of this talk, for in 
good truth it makes me ſad: but come, 
my ſon, and you ſhall ſee me anoint my- 
ſelf, for a fat ſow is better than a lean one, 
and it is good to make hay white the ſun. 
ſhines, and not to mourn when we may 
laugh: I mean, that although the pleaſures 
which the Devil gives us are ſometimes 
real, and ſometimes imaginary only ; ne- 
vertheleſs they ſeem pleaſures to us, = 

| A 
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the delight is much greater in imagination 
than enjoyment; although in true pleaſures 
it ought to be to the contrary. Having 
thus finiſhed her long tale, ſhe roſe up, 
and taking the lamp, went into another 
room, leſs than the former; I followed 
her, diſtracted by a thouſand different 
thoughts, and ſtruck with aſtoniſhment at 
what I had heard, and what I expected to 
ſee; Cannixares hung the lamp upon the 
wall, and haſtily undreſſed herſelf to her 
ſhift ; and taking out of a corner a glazed 
ot, ſhe put her hand in it, and muttering 
tween her teeth, anointed herſelf from 
the ſole of her foot, to the crown of her 
head, which was quite bare; before ſhe. 
had made an end of anointing herſelf, ſhe 
told me, that whether her body ſhould re- 
main without life or motion in the cham- 
ber, or ſhould vaniſh out of it, that I 
ſhould not be frightened, but ſtay there till 
morning; becauſe I ſhould know ſome 
news of what adventures I ſhould ſtill run 
through, before I regained my firſt ſhape. 
J let her know, by bowing down my head, 
that I would obey her; and with this ſhe 
made an end of anointing herſelf, and re- 
mained ſtretched on the ground as if ſhe 
had been dead; I put my mouth to. her's, 


and found ſhe did not breathe in the leaſt. 
| L I will 
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1 will confeſs the truth to you, Scipio, 


that I was terribly affrighted to ſee myſelf 
ſhut up in that little chamber, with that 


ſtrange figure before my eyes, which I will 


deſcribe to you, the beſt I am able. It 
was about ſeven foot long, the whole was 
an anatomy of bones, covered with a 


black hairy ſkin; her breaſts ſeemed like 


two empty bladders, dry and wrinkled; 
her lips black, her teeth cloſed, her noſe 
crooked, her eyes ſtarted out of their ſoc- 
kets, her head bald, her cheeks were ſunk 
in, her throat narrow. In a word, eve 
pay of her was poſſeſſed by the Devil; 
ſet myſelf to examine her attentively, 
but fear ſoon took poſſeſſion of me, re- 


flecting on the ugly ſight of her body, 


and the worſe employment of her ſoul. I 
would have bit her, to fee whether ſhe 
would come to herſelf again, but I could 
not find any part about her, but what was 
ſo loathſome, that I could not find in my 
heart to touch it. However, I laid hold 
of her heel, and dragged her into the court- 
yard ; but for all this ſhe gave no ſigns of 
her being ſenſible of it. There, with look- 
ing at the ſky, and ſeeing myſelf in a wide 
place, my fear left me; at leaſt it was mo- 
derated in ſuch a manner, that I had the 
courage to ſtay to ſee how this horrible 


_ ſcene. 
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ſcene would end. In the mean time, I aſk- 
ed myſelf, Who has made this wicked old 
woman ſo diſcreet, and yet ſo wicked? 
From whence does ſhe know what misfor- 
tunes are accidents, and what proceed 
from our own ſins? By what means does 
ſhe underſtand and ſpeak ſo much of God, 
and yet deals ſo much with the devil? 
How can ſhe ſin ſo much, when ſhe can in. 
no ways plead ignorance ? In theſe medi- 
tations the night ſliped away, and the da 
approached, which found us in the mid 
of the court-yard ; ſhe not come to her- 
ſelt, and I ſitting on my legs near her, at- 
tentively beholding her frightful and foul 
aſpect. The people of the hoſpital came, 
and ſeeing this ſight, ſome cried out, Alas! 
the holy Cannizares is dead, fee to what a 
weak and disfigured condition her peni- 
tence and faſtings reduced her; others 
more conſiderate Et her pulſe, and per- 


ceiving it to beat, found ſhe was not dead, 


from whence they conceived ſhe was in a 
trance; others ſaid, This old whore muſt 


without doubt be a forcereſs, and is now 
anointed, for the ſaints are never in ſuch 


unſeemly raptures, and ſhe has always, 
amongſt thoſe that know her, had more 
the reputation of a ſorcereſs, than a faint. 


There were ſome ſo curious, that they 
| | went 
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went up to her, and ſtuck pins in her fleſh, 
from head to foot; but all this did not a- 
wake this ſound ſleeper, nor did ſhe come 
to herſelf again, till ſeven o'clock the next 
morning ; and as ſhe felt herſelf pricked 
by the pins, bit by the heels, bruiſed with 
the dragging her out of the chamber, and 
in the — of ſo many people, who 
ſtood looking at her; ſne immediately be- 
lieved, and very e too, that I had 
been the author of her diſgrace; and ſo 
running to me, and laying both her hands 
on my throat, ſne endeavoured to throttle 
me, crying out, O ungrateful, ignorant, 
and malicious villain ! is this the reward I 
deſerve for the good ſervices I have done 
your mother, and thoſe which I intended 
to have done you? Seeing myſelf in dan- 
er of loſing my life, in the claws of this 
| rho harpy, I ſnapped at her, and catch- 
ing hold of her old wrinkled ſkin, I drag- 
ged her all about the court-yard, ſhe bawl- 
ing out, that they ſhould deliver her from 
the teeth of the evil ſpirit. Hearing theſe 
words of the wicked old woman, the great- 
eſt part of them believed, that I was one 
of thoſe demons who have a continual 
grudge againſt good chriſtians, and ſome 
run to throw holy water upon me; others 
did not dare to come near me; others cried 
I out 
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out they ſhould exorciſe me; the old wo- 
man muttered, and I kept faſt hold; the 
confuſion grew greater and 3 and 


my maſter, whom the noiſe had brought 


hither, raved like a madman, hearing them 
ſay, that I was a devil come out of hell; 
others who did not underſtand exorciſms, 


laid hold of three or four cudgels, with 
which they begun to exorciſe my loins for 
me, in a very diſagreeable manner; I did 
not like the jeſt, and ſo let go the old wo- 
man, and in three leaps got into the ſtreet ; 
and in a few more out of the town, fol- 


lowed by an infinite number of boys at my 


heels, crying out as loud as they could, 
Get out of the way, make room, for the 
Wiſe Dog is run mad; others cried, He is 
not mad, but it is the devil in the ſhape 
of a dog. I got out of the town horribly 
bruiſed, great numbers following me, who 
undoubtedly believed I was a devil, as well 
for the things they had ſeen me perform, 
as for the words the old woman ſpoke 
when ſhe awoke out of her accurſed ſleep. 
I run away ſo faſt, and made ſuch haſte in 


getting out of their ſight, that they thought 


J had vaniſhed away like a devil; in fix 
hours I went twelve leagues, at the end 


of which, I came to the quarters of ſome 
gipſies, which was in a field near Granada. 


I ſtoped 


_ 
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I ſtoped here a little, and becauſe ſome 
of the gipſies knew me to be the Viſe Dog, 
they received me with no little pleaſure, 


and hid me in a cave, that I might not 


be found, if I was ſought for, with an in- 
tention, as I afterwards learned, of getting 


money by me, as the drummer my ma- 


ſter had done. Twenty days I continued 
with them, in which I examined their life 
and manners, which being pretty remark-_ 
able, I cannot omit giving you an account. 
of them. 1:9 
Scip. Before you proceed any farther, 
Berganſa, it will be better that we ſtop a 
little, at what the ſorcereſs told you, and 
examine if the great lie, to which you give 
credit, can poſſibly be true, Conſider, Ber- 
ganſa, it would be the greateſt folly to be- 
lieve that Camacha ever changed men in- 
to beaſts, and that the ſexton ſerved her 
ſo many years, as they ſay, in the ſhape of 
an als. All theſe things, and the like, 
are only lies, or the deceits of the devil; 
and if it ſeems to us now, that we have 


ſome underſtanding, and are capable of 
reaſoning, being really dogs, or under the 
form of them, we have already ſaid, that 


it is a wonderful and ſtrange thing, and 
what was never ſeen before. Would you 
be convinced more fully, conſider on what 
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trifling things, and filly points Camac ha 
ſaid our recovering cur firſt ſhape again 
depended ; and thoſe which you think pro- 
phecies, are only fooliſh ſtories, and old 
women's tales; ſuch as thoſe concerning 
the horſe without a head, and the enchant- 
ed wand, with which, the long winter 
nights are paſſed away at the fire fide for 
if they had been any other, they would 
have been accompliſhed before now, unleſs 
it is that her words are to be taken in a 
ſenſe, which I have heard fay, is called al- 
legorical, which ſenſe does not ſignify what 
the words literally mean, but ſome other 
thing, which although it 1s different, has 
ſome analogy to them, and ſo to ſay: 


Let this remembrance ſome relief afford, 

'To human ſhape they'll be again reitor'd, 

When they ſhall ſee thrown grovling to the ground, 
Thoſe that ere, as lofty pines were found; 
And thoſe that laid low in the duſt this hour, 
Shall be rais'd up by the fame mighty power. 


Taking it in the fenſe which I have men- 
tioned, 1t ſeems to me, to ſignify, that 
we ſhall recover our firſt ſhape again, when 
we ſhall ſee thoſe, who were yeſterday on 
the higheſt ſpokes of fortune's wheel, to- 
day caſt down, and trampled under foot 


by misfortunes, and held in little account 
| Y 


2 n n : 
* * 


(68900 
by thoſe who moſt eſteemed them. And 
in the ſame manner, when we ſhall ſee 
others who two hours ago had no other 
portion. in this. world, but only to fill up 
a vacant place, and increaſe the number 
of its inhabitants, and now they are raiſ- 
ed to ſuch towering heights of fortune, 
that we luſe ſight of them; and if before, 
they could not be ſeen for their littleneſs 
and obſcurity, now we cannot reach them 
for their greatneſs and exalted ſplendor : 
and if our putting on the form you ſpeak. 
of, had conſiſted in this, we have already 
ſeen it, and we ſee it at every ſtep; from 
whence I conceive, that the verſes of Ca- 
macha are not to be taken in an allegorical 
ſenſe, but a literal one, and our remedy 
conſiſts as little in this, ſince we have ſeen 
many. times what they ſignify, and yet we 
are as much dogs as ever, as you may lee ; ſo 
thatCamacha was a falſe deceiver,Cannizares 
a lying, prating goſſip, and Monteila a filly, 
malicious beldam, with reſpect be it ſpoken, 
if ſhe really is the mother of us both, or 
your's only; for I will not have her for 


my mother: I fay then, that the literal 


and true meaning is a, game of nine-pins, 
wherein with ready diligence they throw 
down thoſe which are ſtanding, and ſet up 
thoſe which are fallen, and this by th 
e e e 
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hand of one who is able to do it. Conſider 
then, if in the courſe of our life we have 
ever ſeen them play at nine- pins, and if 
we have ſeen them, according to this, we 
ſhould have been changed into men. 
Berg. I own you are in the right, Scipio, 
and that you are wiſer than I thought for ; 
and from what you have ſaid, I begin to 
think and believe, that all we have been 
doing hitherto, and what we are doing now, 
is a dream, and that we are really dogs. 
But however, let us enjoy as much as we 
can, this gift of fpeech, which we have, 
and this fo great pre-eminence, of being 
capable to diſcourſe according to reaſon ; 
and therefore do not be tired with 1 
me relate what happened to me amongſt 
the gipſies who bid me in the cave. 

| Sep. I hearken to you willingly, to ob- 
lige you to give attention to me, when E 
relate to you, if heaven pleaſes, the ad- 
ventures of my life. 1 
Zerg. I employed myſelf while I was 
with the gipſies, to obſerve their ſly tricks: 
and deceits, by which they impoſed upon 
people; the great miſchiefs they did, and 
the thefts which the gipſies of both ſexes 
praftife, from almoſt the very moment 


they leave off their blankets and are able to 


rug alone: You fee what a multitude there 
| * 
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is of them diſperſed throughout all parts of 
Spain; but they all know, and keep cor- 
reſpondence with one another, and car 
on a trade by exchanging their thefts : 
They pay greater obedience than they do 
to their lawful king, to one whom they 
ſtile the count, who, with all his ſucceſſors, 
goes by the firname of Maldonado; not 
braſs they are any ways deſcended from 


that noble family, but becauſe a page be- 


longing to a gentleman of that name be- 


cane enamoured with a gipſy, who would 


not grant him her love, unleſs he made 
himſelf a gipſy, and married her: The 


age did fo, and he pleaſed the other gip- 
bes ſo much, that they made him their 


King, and paid him obedience as ſuch; 


and, as a token of their vaſſalage, they 
allow him a part of all they ſteal, when 
it is of any value. They employ them- 
ſelves, to give colour to their idleneſs, in 
working bes in iron, and ſo you will 
always ſee them fetting forth to fale, in 
the ſtreets and highways, pincers, nail- 
piercers, hammers, and ſuch like trifles, 
which they likewiſe make uſe of themſelves, 
to execute their robberies: The women 
are their own midwives, and in this they 


have the advantage of our women, that 
they bring forth their births into the world 


without 
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without coſt or charge; they waſh their 
young children with cold water as ſoon 
as they are born; and from that time to 
the day of their death, they are hardened 
and inured to bear the inclemencies and 
rigours of the different ſeaſons, ſo that 
they are nimble and briſk, and are great 
runners, vaulters and dancers. They al- 
ways marry amongſt themſelves, that - 
cheating tricks and frauds may not come to 
be known to any but thoſe of their fraterni- 
ty: When they aſk alms, they getit more by 
their jeſts and cunning lies, than their de- 
votions; and under pretence that there 
is no one will truſt them, they get into no 
ſervice, but give themſelves up to an idle 
lazy life: And ſeldom or never have 1 
ſeen, if I remember .aright, any gipſy re- 
ceiving the communion at the foot of the 
altar, although I have gone many times 
into the churches: Their thoughts are 
wholly employed in contriving how they 
ſhall cheat people, and where they ſhall 
ſteal : They relate their thefts to one ano- 
ther, and in what manner they effected 
them: One day a gipſy related to the others 
before me, a trick that he had put upon a 
countryman; which was, that the gipſy 
bad an aſs with a ſhort tail, and on the little 
bare ſtump of his tail, he ingrafted a falſe 


one, 
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one, that was very full of hair, which was fo 
well ſet on, that it ſeemed as if it was his 
own natural one: He brought it into the 
market place, and a countryman bought 
it of him for ten ducats; as ſoon as he 
ſold it, and received the money, he told 
the countryman, that if he had a mind to 
buy the brother of it, who was every bit as 
good, he would ſell it him a better penny- 
worth. The countryman bid him go and 
fetch it, and that he would purchaſe it of 
him, and in the mean while he would carry 
that which he had bought to his lodgings. 
The countryman went his way, the gipſy 
followed him, and by ſome means or 
other, the giply had the dexterity to 
ſteal the aſs from the countryman, whom 
he had ſold it to; and immediately 


he took off the ſham-tail, and left him 


only his own bare ſtump : He changed the 
pannel and halter, and was bold enough 
to go and ſeek out the countryman, that 
he might ſell it him a ſecond time; he 
found him before he had miſſed the firſt 
aſs, and after a few words, hg bought 
the ſecond. He went to his lodgings to 
pay the money, where he found the firſt 
aſs miſſing ; and although it was very un- 
likely, yet he ſuſpected the gipſy had 
ſtole it from him, and refuſed to pay * 
b the 
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1 
run out for witneſſes, and 
be in thoſe who had received the duty 
for bug firſt aſs, and they. ſwore, that the 
gipſy had fold the countryman an aſs 
with a very large and. buſhy tail, very 
different from this ſecond one which he. 
fold him. Beſides all this, there was an 
3 preſent, who eſpouſed the cauſe 
the gipſy with ſo much earneſtneſs, that 
the countryman was obliged to pay for the 
aſs twice over. They related a great 
many other thefts, and all or the great- 
eſt part of them were of beaſts, in ſteal- 
ing of which they are very expert, and 
make it their chief employment. In a 
word, they are a very wicked ſet of peo- 
ple; and although many and very wiſe 
judges have endeavoured to reform them, 
yet they are not in the leaſt amended. At 
the end of twenty: days, they had a mind 
to carry me to Murcia, for which purpoſe, - 
we were obliged to paſs through Granada, 
where the company to which the drum- 
mer my maſter belonged, was at that time 
quartered: As the gipſies had information. 
of it, they kept me locked up in a cham- 
ber belonging to the inn where they lay; I 
heard them mention the reaſon of it, and 
did not much like the intended journey, 
and ſo I was reſolved to get looſe, 155 
COU 
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could, and afterwards put it in execution. 
In going out of Granada, I came to an or- 
chard belonging to a Moor, who received 
me with a good will, and 1 ſtayed with a 
better, thinking that he would want me for 
nothing elſe but to guard his orchard, an 
employment, in my opinion, of leſs trouble 
and labour, than that of guarding the flock; 
and as there was no need to ſtand wrang- 
ling about wages, the Moor eaſily found a 
ſervant whom he might command, and I a 
maſter to ſerve: I ſtayed with him above 
a month, not ' becauſe I liked my way of 
life ſo well, but on account of the pleaſure 
T conceived in remarking and finding out 
the life my maſter led, and by this means, 
that of all the Moors in Spain. O how 
many ſtrange things could I tell you, Sci- 
pio, of this Mooriſh crew, if I was not 
afraid we ſhould not be able to make an 
end of them theſe two weeks; and if I was 
to be particular, I ſhould not even finiſh 
them in two months. My . maſter being a 
_ miſerable covetous wretch, as all of that 
breed are, he fed me with bread made of 

millet, and with httle bits and ſcraps which 
was his own common food : But kind hea- 
ven enabled me to bear this hardſhip, by a 
very ſtrange accident, as you ſhall hear; 
every morning, as ſoon as the day began 
85 to 
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to break, a young man who ſeemed to be a 
{tudent, came and ſat down under one of 
the many pomegranate trees that were in 
that place; he was dreſſed in bays, which 
by long wear, had changed colour, and 
looked a little thread-bare : He was always 
very buſy in writing in a pocket-book, and 
every now and then, he ſtruck his fore- 


head with the palms of his hands, and bit 


his nails, looking up ſtedfaſtly to the ſky ; 


other times he was ſo wrapt in thought, 


that he neither ſtirred hand or foot, nor 
even his eye-lids, ſo great were his rap- 
tures, One time I went near him, without 
his perceiving me ; I heard him mutter 
ſomething between his teeth, and after 
ſome pauſe, he cried out aloud, Thanks 


to my lucky ſtars, this is the beſt ſtanza 


I ever made in my whole life! and writ- 
ing it down as faſt as he could in his book, 
he ſeemed to be highly delighted with it; 
all which made me conjecture, that this 
happy man muſt needs be a poet. I 
fawned upon him with my uſual careſſes, 
to aſſure him of my tameneſs; I threw 


myſelf at his feet, and he being aſſured of 


my gentleneſs by this mark of reſpect, 
* his thoughts, and began to ſcratch 
raptures again, and to write as before. 
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While he was thus employed, there came 


a gay well dreſſed young man into the 


orchard, with ſome papers in his hand, 
in which he read from time to time; he 
came to the other, and ſaid to him, Have 
you finiſhed the firſt act? I have juſt, 


now finiſhed it, anſwered the poet, the 


moſt happily that can be imagined. In 
what manner ? aſked the other. After this 
manner, anſwered the poet ; his holineſs 
the pope appears cloathed in his pontifical 
habits, with twelve cardinals all dreſſed in 
purple ; for when the event, which 1s the 
ſubject of my comedy happened, there 
was a Mutatio Caparum, and the cardinals 
did not go dreſſed in red, but purple; 
and therefore it is highly neceſſary, in or- 


der to keep a due propriety, that theſe my 


cardinals ſhould be cloathed in purple; 
and this 1s a matter of great importance to 
the comedy; I cannot be miſtaken in this 

int, becauſe I have read over the whole 

ak of the Roman ceremonies, only that 
I might be in the right, as to theſe habits. 
But where the devil do you think, replied 
the other, we can get purple dreſſes for 
twelve cardinals? Get them you muſt, 
anſwered the poet, though you go to Rome 


for them; for if you take only one away 


of theſe, I will give you my comedy for no- 


( 98) 
thing. Body of me ! muſt this grand and 
magnificent appearance be loſt ? Imagine 
to yourſelf what a fine ſhew his holineſs 
the pope will make on the ſtage, ſurround- 
ed with twelve grave cardinals, and the 
other attendants which he muſt neceſſarily 
have with him; by heaven! it will be 
one of the grandeſt and moſt magnificent 
ſcenes, that has ever been ſeen in comedy, 
not excepting that called the Noſegay, writ- 
ten by Daraja. By this I was fully affur- 
ed the one was a poet, and the other a play- 
er. The player adviſed the poet to clip off 
a few of their eminences, if he would not 
make the comedy impoſſible to be acted: 
To which the poet replied, that they might 
thank him, that he had not brought in the 
whole conclave, to grace the memorable 
action which was the ſubject of his moſt 
ingenious and well-contrived comedy. The 
actor laughed at this, and left him to his 
employment, to return to his own, which 
was to ſtudy a part in a new comedy. The 
t having wrote ſome more ſtanza's of 
is magnificent comedy, pulled out of his 
pocket, with great gravity and delibera- 
tion, ſome 2 pieces of bread, and a- 


bout twenty raiſins, as Ithink; for although 
I counted them, yet I am in doubt if there 
were ſo many or no, becauſe there =_ 

* ome 


| —_  ' 
ſome crums of bread mixt with them: 
He ſeparated, and blowed away the crums, 
and eat the raiſins one by one, and I believe 


he even eat the ſtalks, for I ſaw him fling 


nothing away ; he would fain have eaten 
too, (for his appetite ſeemed in no wile to 
be fully fatisfied) the broken pieces of 
bread, which being coloured by the nap 
of his pocket, looked as if they were 
mouldy, but they were ſo hard, that tho 
he endeavoured to ſoften them by chewing, 


not only once, but ſeveral times, yet he 
was not able to maſter them; all which re- 
dounded to 3 for he flung them 


to me, ſaying, Here, take them, and much 
good may they do thee. C5 

Good gods! cried I, within myfelf, is 
this, which this poet gives me, the Nectar 
or Ambroſia, which they ſay the gods, and 
his patron Apollo live upon in heaven. In 
a word, the poverty and wretchedneſs of 
the poets, is generally very great; how- 
ever, my neceſſity was greater, ſince it 
obliged me to eat what he flung away. All 
the time he was compoſing his comedy, he 
never miſſed coming to the orchard, nor 
did I want for cruſts of bread, for he di- 
vided them with me very liberally, and we 
uſed to go together, after our repaſt, to the 
well, where we both quenched our thirſt, as 
| * great 
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Pant as two monarchs, I laying down and 

pping, and he making uſe of one of the 
pots which was faſtened to the wheel. But 
the poet having finiſhed his comedy, came 
no more to the orchard ; and hunger preſ- 
fed me ſo much, that I was reſolved to leave 
the Moor, and go into the city to ſeek ſome 
better fortune; for as the proverb ſays, 
He finds it out at loft, who often removes bis 
quarters. Juſt as I entered the city, I met 
my poet; as ſoon as he ſaw me, he came to 
me with open arms, and I went to him, 
ſeeming to be overjoyed that I had met 
with him. He immediately begun to pull 
out pieces of bread, a little tenderer than 
thoſe he uſed to bring with him to the or- 
chard, and delivered them up to my jaws, 
without chewing them in his own, a favour 
which fatisfied my hunger, with uncom- 
mon pleafure. He went through the city, 
I followed him, reſolving to have him for 
my maſter, if he would receive me, ima- 
gining I could keep my camp from ſtar- 
ving, by what was overplus in his fortreſs ; 
for there is no better, nor more laſting 
purſe than charity and generoſity, whoſe 
iberal hands are never poor. And there- 


fore I don't agree with that proverb, which 
ſays, Mas da el dure, que el deſnudo; The 
niggard, or hard- bearted man, gives more _ 

| 3 4 
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the poor man; as if the covetous and hard- 
hearted man gave as much as the gene- 
rous poor man, who gives his good wiſhes 
and deſires, when he has nothing elſe to 
beſtow. After walking ſome time we ſtop- 
ped at the houſe of the maſter of a com- 
pany of players, who, to the beſt of my 
remembrance, was called Angulo: There 
was a numerous audience aſſembled to hear 
my maſter's comedy; but in the middle of 
the firſt act, they went out one by one, 
and two by two, till at laſt the maſter and 
I made up his whole audience. As for the 
comedy, it was ſuch a one, that although 
I was but an aſs, in reſpect of theſe poetical 
matters, yet I myſelf thought that Satan 
himſelf had compoſed it, for the total ruin 
and perdition of the poet, who already be- 
gun to ſwallow his ſpittle, beholding the 
ſolitude in which the audience had left 
him; and perhaps: his fore-boding ſoul 
preſaged the dire diſgrace, which already 
threatened him.; which was, that all the 
actors, who were above twelve in number, 
came in together, and without ſaying. a 
word, laid hold of my poet, and if it had 
not been that the maſter interpoſed, and 
pacified them a little by his authority, 
Joined with prayers and intreaties, they 
would, without. doubt, have toſſed him in. 
3111055 K 3 a blan- 
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a blapket. I remained quite thunder- ſtruck 
with this event; the maſter out of humour, 
the players merry, and the poet in a pet, 
who with a great deal of patience, although 
the ſerenity of his countenance ſeemed to 
be a little ruffled, took up his comedy, 
and putting it in his boſom, muttered be- 
tween his teeth; I is not good to throw 
pearls befare ſwine; and with this he walked 
out with much gravity and calmneſs, For 
my part, I was quite out of countenance, 
and I neither could, nor would follow him; 
and 1 hit the right nail on the head; for 
the maſter of the players careſſed me ſo 
much, that it obliged me to ſtay with him, 
and in leſs than a month, I became a prin- 
.cipal actor, and a great favourite of the 


town, in the interludes and pantomime 


entertainments. They muzzelled me, and: 
taught me to attack on the ſtage any one 


they had a mind; ſo. that, as the inter- 


ludes are commonly concluded with cud- 
gels, in our company they were con- 


cluded, by ſetting me on, and I threw 


down, and trampled under foot, all that 
came in my way, with which I made fools 
laugh, and brought much gain. to my ma- 
ter. O Scipio ! how many things could I 
relate to you, which, I faw and remark- 
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ed in this, and two other companies of 
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comedians, whom I lived with ſome time? 
but it being impoſſible to reduce it to a 
fuccin& and conciſe narration, I muſt leave 
it for another day, if we ſhould be fo 
happy as ta have another day's conference 
together. You ſce how long my diſcourſe 
has been; you have ſeen likewiſe, how 
many and different adventures I have run 
through; my long travels, and the many: 


maſters I have had; but all you have heard, 


is nothing in compariſon to what I could 


relate to you, concerning what I remarked 


among this ſet of people, viz. their me- 
thod of proceeding, their way of life, their 


cuſtoms, their employments, their labour, 


their idleneſs, their ignorance, and their 
wit; with an infinite number of other 
things I could tell of; thoſe whoſe buſineſs. 
is to prompt, and thoſe who get among 
the audience to receive what is acted, with 
ſhouts of applauſe, and the tricks they 
make uſe of to deceive their audience; the 
greateſt part of whom are extremely fond 
* ſtrange p Peamnces, and wonderful me- 
tamorphoſes. 

; N I very well conceive, Rerganifh what 
a large field lies open to you for diſcourſe; 

and I am of opinion, that you ſhould leave 


this for a particular —— by itſelf, and 


for an opportunity when we ſhall be in no 
fear of being diſturbedt. Berg. 


( 104 ) 5 
Berg. Let it be fo, and give attention. 
IJ came with a company of actors to this 
city of Valladolid, where they gave me a 
wound in an interlude, which had like to 
have coſt me my life. I could not revenge 
myſelf then, becauſe I was muzzelled, and 
afterwards in cold blood I would not, for 
a deliberate revenge argues cruelty, cow- 
ardice, and a wicked heart. But I grew 
tired of this employment, not becauſe — 
was much trouble or labour in it, but be- 
cauſe 1 ſaw a great many things in it, 
which required both correction and amend- 
ment; and as I could only ſee, but not 
remedy them, I thought it beſt to get out 
of the ſight of them, and ſo I became 
very religious all of a ſudden, as thoſe do 
who forſake their vices, when they can no 
longer follow them; which makes good 
the old proverb, 1: 7s better late than never. 
I fay then, that feeing you one night car- 
rying a lantern before the good Mahuaes, 
1 looked upon you as one contented with 
your condition, and juſtly and holily. em- 
ployed ; and ſtirred up by a commendable 
emulation, I determined to follow your 
ſteps; and with this laudable intention, I 
ran before Mahudes, who immediately choſe 
me for your companion, and brought me 
to this hoſpital. What has happened to me 
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fince I have been 2 is not ſo inconſide · 
rable, but it will take ſome time to relate, 
eſpecially the diſcourſe I heard between 
four ſick men, whom their hard fate, and 
wretched poverty, had brought into this 
hofpital, who lay all in one room. Permit 
me to relate it, for it will not take up 
much time, and comes in very a propos. 
Sͤcip. I give you leave; but be as conciſe 
as a can, for I believe the _ is not far 


n ee four beds , entiat 
this infirmary, were a poet, an alchymiſt, 
a mathematician, and one of thoſe people 
whom they call projectors. 

Scip. I remember to have ſeen theſe good 
people. 

Berg. I fay then, that in one of the hot · 
teſt day s of laſt ſummer, the windows be. 
ing cut cloſe, I was almoſt ſtifled, and 
lay under one of the beds, ſucking in 
greedily what little air there was. The 
poet began to bewail bitterly his hard for- 
tune; and. the mathematician aſking him 
what he complained of, he made anſwer, 
of his cruel and niggardly fortune. And 
have I not ſufficient reaſon to complain, 
added he, ſince having obſerved the rule 
which Horace lays down in his Art of Poe- 


{ry, that no work ſhould come to the 10 
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till ten years after its firſt compoſing : And 
F have one which I have employed twenty 

ears on, and it is twelve ſince I finiſhed 
it, a work great in the ſubject, admirable 


and new in the invention, ' lofty in the 


verſe, entertaining in the epiſodes, marvel- 
lous in the diviſion, for the beginning 
aniwers to the middle and end, ſo that they 


compoſe a ſublime, ſonorous, heroic, and 


delightful poem ; and yet notwithſtanding 


all this, I cannot find a prince, or any great 
man to dedicate it to; I mean a prince, 


who is wiſe and learned, liberal and mag- 
nanimous : So miſerable are the times, and 
ſuch a depraved age is this of our's ! Of 
what does the poem treat? aſked the alchy- 
miſt, It treats, anſwered the poet, of what 
archbiſhop Turpin omitted, in“ his hiſtory 
of king Arthur of England, together with a 
ſupplement, containing the life of St. Brial, 
and all this in heroics, part in rhime, and 

blank, but all in ſhort metre; I ſay, 


in ſhort metre, compoſed of noun ſub- 


ſtantives, without admitting any one verb. 
For my part, anſwered the alchymiſt, I 
underſtand but little of poetry, and there- 


fore cannot ſufficiently judge of the hard 


fate 


AN. B. This poem has been fince publiſhed at Lon- 
don, with ſome alterations, by Sir R. B. . 
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fate you complain of ; but though it was 
much greater than it is, it would not be 
equal to mine; which 1s, that it was for 
want of ſome great man to ſupport me, 
and give me the neceſſary materials which 
the ſcience of alchymy requires, that I 
am not now rolling in gold, and richer 
than either Midas or Cræſus. Have you 
experienced, ſenor Alebymiſt, ſaid the ma- 
thematician, the poſſibility of extracting 
ſilver from other metals? 1 have not as 
yet, anſwered the alchymiſt, extracted any, 
but I verily know it may be done; and in 
leſs than two months, I ſhall have perfect- 
ed. the philoſopher's ſtone, with which 
you may turn into gold and ſilver, the 
very ſtones themſelves. You have both of 
you highly exaggerated your misfortunes, 
{aid the mathematician; and yet one has 
compoſed an excellent poem, and only 
wants a great man to dedicate it to; and 
the other wants but little of finding out 


the philoſopher's ſtone : But what ſhall I 


ſay of mine, which ſo far exceeds your's, 
that I have not any thing to ſupport myſelf 
with? Two and twenty years I have been 
employed in finding out the longitude, and 
here I take it, and there I leave it, and 
imagining oftentimes, that I have found 
it, and that it cannot poſſibly eſcape er 

when 
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when I do not in the leaſt ſuſpect it, I find 
myſelf as far to ſeek as ever, which fills 
me with furprize and aſtoniſhment ; it is 
the fame with the ſquare of the circle, 
which I have come ſo nigh finding out, 
that I know not, nor can imagine why I 
have it not at this time in my pocket; and 
ſo my pain is like that of Tautalus, who is 
near the fruit, and dies with hunger, and 
in the water, and yet periſhes with thirſt. 
Sometimes I think I have hit upon the 
truth, and at other times find myſelf fo far 
from it, that T am forced to climb up 
again the mountain, which I have ju 
come down, with the rock of my labours 
upon my back, like another Si/yphus. 7 
The projector had kept ſilence till now, 

and here broke it, with theſe words ; 
For my part, I renounce from henceforth 
all thoſe employments, which neither main- 
tain, nor even give the poſſeſſors of them 
bread to eat. 1, gentlemen, am a pro- 
] , and have, at different times, laid 
before his majeſty ſeveral different ſchemes, 
all which would, if put in execution, be 
very much to his advantage, without any 
prejudice to his kingdom ; and I have juſt 
now drawn up a petition, wherein I hum- 
bly beſeech him to appoint ſome proper 
perſons, to whom I may communicate a 
| new 
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new ſcheme, that I have drawn up, which 
is ſuch a one, that it will pay all the debts 
of the ſtate, and repleniſh his coffers. But 
by the ſucceſs I have had with my other 
petitions, makes me judge that this like- 
wiſe will be rejected: But that you may 
not think me a madman, gentlemen, al- 


though my ſcheme by this means may be- 


come public, yet I will communicate 1t to 
you; it is, to petition the aſſembly of 
the ſtates, to enact a law, that all his 
majeſty's ſubjects, from the age of four- 
teen to ſeventy, be obliged once a month, 
to confine themſelves to bread and wa- 
ter, and this to be on a certain appoint- 
ed day; and that all the money which 
would have been expended that day in 
fruit, fleſh, fiſh, wine, eggs, pulſe, &c. 
be given to his majeſty, without defraud- 
ing him of a farthing, of which every one 
ſhould take his oath; and by this means, 
in twenty years time, all the debts of the na- 
tion would be paid : For if I have computed 
a-right, there are in Spain, more than three 
millions of people within the limits of the 
above-mentioned age, beſides infirm old 
people who are above, or thoſe that are un- 
der it, and no one of theſe three millions 


can ſpend leſs than a ryal and a half a 


day, and this at a very moderate computa 
* tion - 
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tion; but will ſay only one ryal, for it 
cannot well be leſs; and do you think, 


_ gentlemen, it would be a ſmall matter, for 
the king, to have three millions of ryals, 


every month, winnowed, as it were, from 
all incumbrances ? And this would be ra- 
ther an advantage, than a loſs to the faſters, 
fince by faſting they would pleaſe heaven, 
as well as ſerve the king; and there might 
be fome too, to whom faſting might be 
convenient for their health's ſake. This 
is a project quite free from duſt and ſtraw, 
and might be collected by the curates of 
the pariſhes, without the charge of offi- 
cers, who are the ruin of the ſtate. They 
all laughed at the project and the pro- 
jector, and he, in the ſame manner, laughed 
at their follies; and for my part, I was 
filled with admiration, at what I heard 


them ſay, and to fee that ſuch men moſt 


commonly die in an hoſpital. 


Seip. You are in the right, Bergunſa; have 


you any thing further to ſay? 


Berg. Only two things more, with which 


I ſhall conclude. My maſter going one 


night 'to aſk alms in the houſe of the cor- 


idor of this city, we found him alone, 


and I thought it a good opportunity to ac- 
quaint him with what J had heard an old 


who is a patient in this hoſpital ſay, 
1 | con- 
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concerning the means to prevent the ſad 


ruin which idle young girls come to, who 


by not getting into ſervice, fall into divers 
ills, and at laſt are obhged to go into the 
hoſpitals : I ſay then, that being willing 
tell him, I raiſed my voice, thinking that 
I had the gift of ſpeech; but inſtead of 
pronouncing articulate ſounds, I barked in 
ſo loud a note, that the corregidor being 
diſguſted at it, called out to his ſervants 
to drive me out of the hall with a good 


cudgel; and a lacquey, who came running 


at the call of his maſter, (it would have 
been better for me had he been a little deaf 
juſt at that time) laid hold of a piece of 
wood, which was the firſt thing that came 
to his hand, and ſo baſted my ribs with it, 
that I carry the marks of thoſe blows up- 
on me, even at this day. | 
Scip. And do you complain of this, Ber- 
ganſa ? . | 
Berg. Have I not reaſon to complain, 
when I feel the ſmart of them yet, as I have 
already ſaid, and that I think my good in- 

tention did not deſerve ſuch a reward ? 
Seip. Why look you, Berganſa, no one 
muſt intermeddle where he is not called 
upon, nor concern himſelf in what does not 
belong to him. Beſides, you muſt conſi- 
der, that the advice of the poor is never 
Ls _- - taleny 
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taken, although it be never ſo good; nor 
muſt the poor man have the preſumption 
to counſel the great, and thoſe who think 
they know every thing: Wiſdom and 
knowledge in the poor man is obſcured, 
for poverty and wretchedneſs are ſhadows 
and clouds which darken it; and if by 
chance it diſcovers itſelf, it is looked up- 
on as fooliſhneſs, and is treated with con- 

tempt. 
Berg. You are in the right, and I ſhall 
for the future take warning by what I have 
already ſuffered, and follow your advice. 
In the ſame manner I went the other night, 
into the houſe of a lady of diſtinction, who 
had in her arms a little diminutive lap- 
dog, ſo imall, that ſhe might have hid him 
in her boſom, who, as ſoon he, ſaw me, 
leaped out of the arms of his lady, run at 
me, barking furiouſly, and ſo great was his 
inſolence, as to bite me by the leg. I 
beheld him with anger, but reſtrained it 
out of reſpect to his lady, and ſaid with- 
in myſelf, Thou little bafe animal, if I 
ſhould catch thee in the ſtreet, I would 
either take no notice of thee, or elſe Iwould 
tear thee in pieces: I reflected upon this, 
that even cowards and daſtards are bold 
and inſolent, when they are in favour with 


great men, and are the moſt forward to in- 
ſult 
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ſult thoſe that are in every reſpect better 
men than themſelves. 
SGcip. We ſee a plain proof of the truth of 

what you ſay, in ſome little pitiful fellows, 
who under the ſhadow of their maſters, 
dare to be inſolent. But if by chance, 
death, or any other accident deprives them 
of their ſupport, by throwing down the tree 
on which they proped themſelves, then it 
is plainly ſeen how little courage they have; 
for, in fine, all their good qualifications 
are no more than what they borrow from 
their maſters and protectors ; but true vir- 
tue and a good underſtanding, are always. 
the ſame, naked, or cloathed, alone, or in 
company: It is true, that it may ſuffer 
- ſometimes in the eſteem of people, but its 
true and real value is never leſſened. And 
here let us end this diſcourſe, for the light 
which comes through theſe chinks, ſhews 
that the day is far advanced, and at night, 
if we are not deprived of this great bene- 
fit of ſpeech, it will be my turn to relate 
to you my adventures. | | 

Berg. Agreed, and be ſure to keep our 

appointment. 
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Tze frange HISTORY of 


A 


Cortado and Rincon. 


T a certain inn, near the end of 
thoſe large and fertile plains of A. 
cadia, as we BO from Caſtile to An- 

daluſia, in one of the hotteſt days in ſum- 


mer, there chanced to meet together two 
boys, about fourteen or fifteen years of 


age, neither of them could exceed ſeven- 
teen, both of a good countenance, but in 


a very ragged and ſhabby condition; they 
had no cloaks on, their breeches were of 
linen, their ſtockings were ſuch as nature 


gave; they were indeed ſomething better 


ſhod, for one of them had a- pair of ſhoes 
made of ruſhes, though it 1s true, they 
were none of the beſt, and thoſe of the 
other had a multiplicity of holes in them, 


and the ſoles quite worn away; one of them 


h ad on a green cap like a huntſman; the 
other an old hat without a hatband, low 


in the crown, and broad enough in the 


brims for an umbrello; ſhirts they had 


none, for they had but half a one betwixt 


them, 
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them, or, in other words, one of them had 


a piece of a ſhirt, which juſt covered his 
ſhoulders and breaſt, and that was ſo black, 


that one would have ſworn it had not been 
waſhed ſince the days of Noab; as for the 


other, he had none at all, nor any pockets, 
but he ſeemed to have a little bundle in 


his boſom, which (as it afterwards appear- 
ed) contained nothing but a neck-band or 
two, which had no need of being ſtarched, 
for they were ftarched enough with greaſe; 
there were carefully wrapt up in them, 
ſome cards of an oval figure, the corners 


of them being worn out by frequent uſe; 


they were both of them ſun-burnt, their 
nails as long as eagle's claws, and their 
hands not very clean; one of them had an 


old dagger by his ſide, and the other a 


yellow-handled knife, ſuch as is uſed by 


butchers ; they both went out to cool them- | 


ſelves in the porch before the inn, and ſit- 
ting down fronting each other, the eldeſt 
fai 


to the youngeſt, Pray young gentle- 


man, what is your country, and whither 
are you bound? My country, replied the 
ungeft, I do not know, neither do 1 
Loon which way I am travelling. Why, 
truly, ſaid the elder, I do not ſuppoſe your 
worſhip came from heaven, neither is this 
a place for you to take up your abode in 7 
3 44. 
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and therefore you will be obliged to go far- 
ther. It 1s very true, anſwered the youngeſt; 
but I told you true in what I ſaid, becauſe 
the place I was born in, is not ine, nor 
have I any thing more there, than a father 
that does not own me, and a mother-in- 
law, who indeed treats me like a ſon- in- 


law, and the road where I travel, is where 


fortune leads, and where I find any body 
that will give me what is neceſſary to paſs 
through this miſerable life ; there will be 
the end of my journey. And pray, Sir, 
ſaid the eldeſt, Was you brought up to any 
buſineſs? The other replied, I know none, 
but that I can run as faſt as a hare, and lea 
like a deer, and handle a pair of ſciſſars 
admirably well. All this is very good and 
profitable, ſaid the - eldeſt, becauſe ſome 
ſexton or another will give you the A. 
Saints offering, if you can cut him out the 
aper flowers for the monuments on Holy 
Thurſday. You miſtake me, Sir, rephed 
the youngeſt, my calling is not of that 


kind; but that as my father, by the good- 


neſs of heaven, was a taylor and hofier, 
he learnt me to cut out buſkins, which 
are, as you well know, a ſort of ſtock- 
ings without feet; and truly, I might long 


before now have been a maſter taylor, had 
not my niggardly fortune thruſt me up in 


a Corner. 
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a corner. All theſe things, ſaid the eldeſt, 
I reckon of worth, and I have always heard 
ſay, that the greateſt genius's lie moſt 
concealed ;. however, you are ſtill young 
enough to mend your fortune; but, if Iam 
not deceived, you have yet greater abilities, 
which you do not care to diſcover. That 
I have, ſaid the youngeſt, but they are not 
for every one to w, as you have well 
obſeryed. To which the eldeſt replied, 
But I can aſſure you, J am one of the ſe- 
creteſt young men that you will find in 
many miles, and to oblige you to diſcover 
N greateſt ſecrets, I will tell you mine 
z for I imagine there is ſome myſtery 
in our coming together after this manner; 
and it is my belief, we ſhall remain true 
friends to each other, as long as we live. 
I, Sir, was born in Fuenfrida, a well-known 
lace, and very famous for the great, pum- 
— of travellers, which are continually paſ- 
ſing through it: My name is Pedro del Rin- 
con, my father is a gentleman, for he is a 
miniſter of the holy cruſade; that is, he 
is one who publiſhes the Pope's bulls ; for 
ſome time I aſſiſted him in this office, and 
learned it ſo well, that I would not turn 
my back on any body in the buſineſs. But 
one day taking a greater affection to the 
money ariſing from the profits of the 1 
an 
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than to the bulls themſelves, I laid hold 
of a bag, and made the beſt of my way 
with it to Madrid, where with the many 
opportunities I had of ſpending my mo- 
ney, I ſoon drew out the very intrails of 

He that had the charge of the money, 
came after me, and apprehended me, and 
I had but little favour ſhewn me; although 
it 1s true, the judges pitying my youth, 
contented themſelves with ordering me to 
be tyed up, and to be a little fly-flapp'd, 
and that I ſhould be baniſh'd from the 
court for four years: I bore my fufferings 
with patience, ſhrugg'd up my ſhoulders, 
and went into baniſhment with fo much 
haſte, that I had no time to look for a 
horſe; I took along with me what I 
thought moſt neceſfary, and amongſt the 
reſt, this pack of cards, (and now I called 
to mind the old ſaying, He carries his all 
fs bac, wi I have gained 
my living at all the public houſes and 
inns between Madrid and this place, play- 
ing at one and thirty; and though, Sir, 
they are dirty and torn, they are of won- 
derful fervice to thoſe who underſtand 
them, for they ſhall never cut without 


leaving an ace at bottom, which is one. 


good point towards eleven, with which 
"FO gaadvan- 
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advantage, thirty-one being the game, he 


ſweeps all the money into his pocket: Be- 
ſides this, I know ſome ſlight tricks at 
cards and hazard, ſo that as you are very 
dexterous, and a thorough maſter of the 


art of cutting of buſkins, I am every bit 
as expert in the ſcience of cheating people, 


and therefore I am in no fear of ſtarving ; 
for though I come but to a ſmall cottage, 
there are always ſome who have a mind to 
paſs away time by playing a little, and of 
this we may now try the experiment our- 
ſelves; let us ſpread the nets, and we ſhall 
ſee if none of theſe birds, the carriers, will 


fall into them; which is as much as to ſay, 
you and I will play together at one and 


thirty, as if it was in earneſt, perhaps ſome 
body may make the third, and he ſhall be 
ſure to be the firſt to leave his money be- 
hikd him. With all my heart, ſaid the 
other, and I take it as a very great favour, 

ou have given me this account of your 
life, which has laid ſuch an obligation 
upon me, that I ſhall now make you ac- 
quainted with mine; which take as fol- 
lows. I was born in a pitiful little place, 


between Salamanca and Medina del Campo; 
my father 1s a taylor, he inſtructed me per- 
fectly in his buſineſs, and made me a com- 
pleat maſter of the ſheers ; but I being a 
; on 


per. 


. | 
perſon of great ingenuity,” did not "ſtop 
here, but thinking two profeſſions, better 
than one, fell to cutting of purſes, and 
being ſoon tired of ſo ſmall a village; 
which was in no wiſe large enough for my 
abilities to exerciſe themſelves in, and not 
caring to ſufter any longer the cruelty with 
which my ſtep- mother treated me, I packed 
up my alls, bid adieu to the village, and 
went to Toledo to exerciſe my buſineſs, in 
which place I acted wonders, for there was 
no pocket ſo private that my fingers did 
not viſit, or ſciſſars cut, although they 
were guarded by Argus's eyes; and in the 

four months that I continued in that city, 

1 was never once taken, nor obliged to 
leap walls, nor purſued by the catchpoles, 
nor blown by any cuckold of them all; 
though it is true, a roguiſſi ſpy had given 
notice of my great abilities to a juſtic of 
the peace, who being affected with my 
great parts, had a great mind to ſee me; 
but J being of an humble diſpoſition, did 
not care to make fo free with ſuch grave 
perſonages, for which reaſon I would not 
wait on him; therefore went out of the 
city with ſo much ſpeed, that I had not 
time ta provide myſelf with a horſe or 
mule, or to put ſo much as a ſingle far- 
thing in my packets, nor look out for a 
2s Vas too Mbtbio's, return 
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return coach, or cart at leaſt. Well, ſays 
Rincon, we will rub out all that, for no-] 
we know: one another, we have no need to 
talk any more of our noble birth or qua- 


lity, nor to take ſtate upon us, but let us 
confeſs we have not either of us a farthing 
in our pockets, nor yet ſhoes to our feet. 
It is even ſo, anſwered Diego Cortado, (for 
ſo the little one was called) and ſince our 
friendſhip, Mr. Rincon, as you fay, muſt 
be perpetual, let us begin it with ſolemn 
and praiſe-worthy ceremonies. And fo 
Diego Cortado getting up, embraced Rincon, 


and Rincon him, with great marks of af- 


fection, and immediately they ſet down to 
play at one and thirty with the afore-men- 


tioned cards, free indeed from duſt and 


ſtraw, but not from greaſe and deceit; and 
ina few deals Cortado cut the ace as dex- 
terouſly as his maſter Rincon, In the mean 
time came a carrier out of the inn to cool 

Himiſelf in the Pporch, and aſked leave to 
make a third; they took him in with a 
good will, and in leſs than half an hour, 
they won twelve * ryals and eleven + ma- 
zavedis, which ſtabbed hun twelve times 
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ſand vexations. The carrier believing, as 


they were but boys, they would not defend 


themſelves, would have taken the money 
from them; but one laying his hand on 
his dagger, and the other on his butcher's 
knife, gave him ſo much employment, 
that had not his companions run to his 
aſſiſtance, without doubt he had come 


poorly off. At this very nick of time, a 


company of travellers on horſeback. hap- 
pened to come by, who were going to dine 


at the inn of Alcalde, whieh was half a 


league farther, who ſeeing the quarrel be- 
tween the boys and the carrier, made peace 
betwixt them, and told the boys, that in 
caſe they were going to Seville, they might 
go along with them. We are going there, 


. faid Rincon, and we will ſerve you in what- 
ſoever you command; and without any 


more ado, they ran before the mules, lea- 
ving the carrier in vexation and trouble 
enough, and the hoſteſs in admiration, at 
the cunningneſs of the young rogues, ſhe 
having privately overheard all their dif- 


courſe ;- and when ſhe told the carrier that 


ſhe heard them ſay the cards they had were 


falſe, he was ready to tear his very muſta- 
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choes for anger, and would needs go after 


them to get his money again, for he ſail 
it was the greateſt affront: and indignity, 
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that two ſuch boys ſhould cheat ſo great a 
man as himſelf, but his companions ſtop- 
ped him, adviſing him not to go, unleſs 
he had a mind to publiſh his own folly 
and ſimplicity; in ſhort, they ſaid ſo many 
things to him, that although they gave 
him no great comfort, however obliged 

him to deſiſt from going after them. 
But to return to our youngſters, Cortado 
and Rincon' behaved themſelves ſo well to 
the travellers, that the greateſt part of the 
way they were carried behind one or other 
of them; for although they had ſeveral 
opportunities of exploring the inſide of the 
travellers portmantles and cloak-bags, they 
would not make uſe of them, that they 
might not loſe ſo good an opportunity of 
going to Seville, which place they had a 
great mind to ſee. However, having en- 
tered the city about the time of evening- 
prayer, and being juſt come to the cuſtom- 
houſe, where the duty upon all goods is 
paid, Cortado could not refrain from rip- 
ping open a portmantle, which a French- 
man, who was one of the company, carried 
behind him; and ſo with his long knife, 
he gave it ſo large and deep a wound, that 
the very entrails of it might be ſeen and 
dexterouſſy drew out two good ſhirts, a 
ſun- dial, and a memorandum book, with 
„ . 


Cm 
which, when they came to examine theif- 
booty, they were not at all pleaſed; and 
thinking that ſince the Frenchman carried 
ſo large a portmantle behind him, there 
muſt needs be ſomewhat in it of more 
value than theſe trifles, they had a great 
mind to return and give it another ſound- 
ing, but they did not do it, imagining the 
Frenchman: had before now perceived the. 
trick they had played him, and taken care 
of what they had left behind in the 'port- 
mantle.. eee, FRO | 
They had taken their leaves. of thoſe wha. 
had maintained them to this place, before 
they committed the theft; the next day 
they ſold the ſhirts in the market for old 
cloaths, which is kept without the Sand 
Cate; they ſold them for twenty ryals; af-- 
ter this they went to ſee the city, admiring 
its grandeur, and the ſumptuouſneſs of its. 
great church, the great concourſe of peo-- 
ple on the river, it being the time of load-- . 
ing the fleet, and there being ſix gallies on 
it; the fight of them made them ſigh, 
fearing their way of life would bring them. 
there, one day, to end their lives. Seeing 
a great many boys running up and down- 
with little baſkets, they aſked what buſi- 
nefs that was, if it was laborious, and what. 
gains attended it. An Auſtrian boy, of 
. M. 3 whom: 
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whom they enquired, anſwered, that? it 
was an eaſy bulineſs, and paid no duty; 
that ſome days they gained five or fix ryals, 


with which they eat and drank, and were 


as merry as kings. The two friends did 


not think much amiſs of this. account 
which the: Auſtrian gave, neither did the 
buſineſs diſpleaſe them, for they thought 


that under covert of that, they might 

ractiſe their own with more ſecurity, and 
better ſucceſs, by the opportunities it 
would give them of entering into houſes; 
and therefore they immediately reſolved to 
buy what was neceſſary for the buſineſs, 
ſince they might enter upon it without 
examination; ſo aſking the Auſtrian what 
was neceſſary to buy, he anſwered, two 
little new bags, and each of them three 
baſkets of palm, two great and one little 


one, in which they were to put ſeparately, 


the meat, fiſh, and fruit, and the bread 
in the bag; he ſhewed them where they 


were ſold, and they paid for all out of the 


they took from the Frenchman. The 
Auſtrian told them, that in leſs than two 
hours, they might take their degree in 
their new. buſineſs, if they did but uſe their 
baſkets cleverly; he adviſed them to re- 
pair in the morning to the butchery, and 


the market of St. Saviour ; on * 
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the fiſn- market; every evening to the 


river ; and on Thurſdays to the fair. They 


took care to get this leſſon well by heart, 
and the next day early in the morning, 
they went to the market of St. Saviour; 


they had ſcarcely come into it, but the 


young lads of the ſame buſineſs ſurround- 


ed them, who by the flaming fine figure 


of their bags and baſkets, ſaw they were 
novices, and aſked them a thouſand que- 
ſtions, to which they anſwered with a great 
deal of diſcretion and modeſty; in the 
mean time there came a young man dreſſed 
in black, like a ſtudent, and a ſoldier, into 


the market, who being invited by the neat- 


neſs of. their baſkets, he that looked. like 


the ſtudent, called Cortado, and the ſol- 


dier, Rincon: Here we are, ſaid both; 
may this be a good beginning, ſaid Rincon, 
for you are the firſt, Sir, that has given 


me handſel. To which the ſoldier replied, 


The handſel will not be bad, becauſe I am 
in love, and am to make a treat to-day, 
for ſome ladies of my miitreſs's acquaint- 


ance. Well Sir, ſaid Rzzcon, load me with 


what you pleaſe, for I have a willing mind, 
and am ſtrong enough to carry away all in 
the market; and if it might be of any ſer- 


vice, I would lend a helping hand to cook 


it too, with a very good will. The ſoldier 


Was 


X 
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ell pleaſed with the humour of the 
and told him, if he was willing to 


{erve him, he would take him off his mean 


employment. To which Rincon anſwered, 
That this youg the very firſt day of uſing 
it, he was reſolved Penny to leave it fo ſoon; 


at leaſt till he could be able to judge of 


the good and bad there was in it; and at 
any time, that the buſineſs he followed did 


not pleaſe him, he gave him his word to 


ferve him ſooner than a canon of the 
church. 

The ſoldier laughed at him, and loading 
him well, ſhewed him his miſtreſs's houſe, 


and bid him mind it well, that he might 


know it another time, when he wanted 
= ain on the like occaſion. Rincon: 
miſed the ſoldier faithfulneſs and good 


ng ; the ſoldier gave him three half-. 
pence, and in a trice he returned to the 


— 4 again, that he might not let flip. 
opportunity; for the Afurian had ad- 
bild 2 to be diligent, and had told 

them likewiſe, that when they carried any: 

fmall fiſh, as gudgeons, grigs, and fuch- 

_ they might take a few of them for a 


but that this muſt be done with a 


= at deal of ſagacity and prudence, for 
of loſin ng their reputation and credit, 


which was 
that 


the greateſt importance in 
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that buſineſs. Although Rincon made ſuch. 


haſte back again, yet he found Cortado al- 
ready returned; Cortado came up to Ring 
and aſked how things went; Rincon opened” 
his hand, and ſhewed him the three half- 
pence; Cortado put his hand into his bo- 
tom, and pulled out a little purſe, which 


| ſeemed to have been in former times of a 


yellow colour, and looked as if it was well 
filled. Here, ſays he, his reverence the 
ſtudent paid me with this, and a penny 


beſides, but do you take it, Rincon, for fear 
of what may happen ; and having given it 


to him privately ; See here, ſaid he, is the 
ſtudent returning all in a ſweat, and in a 
terrible taking about his purſe. The ſtu- 


dent ſeeing Cortado, aſked him, If by 


chance he had ſeen a purſe, with ſuch and 
ſuch marks, which contained fifteen crowns 
in gold, and ſix ryals in ſilver, beſides cop- 


per; and to tell him truly, if he had not 


taken it while he was bargaining for pro- 


viſions ? To which, with a ſtrange diſſimu- 


lation, and without the leaſt alteration or 
change of countenance, Cortado anſwered, 
All that I can ſay about it is, that it would 


not have been loſt, if you had taken more 


care of it. That is very true, ſinner that 
I am, anſwered the ſtudent, for ſure enough 
had I taken more care of it, they would 
$21 „ - .- "MF 
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fwered Rincon, for I would not farm his 


. 1 
not have ſtolen it from me. I ſay fo too, 
replied Cortado, but for all things there is 


a remedy, except againſt death; and that 
which you Au firſt to take, it being a 
2 ingredient, is patience; and be- 
des this, one day comes after another, 
and it may be, in time, he that has taken 
your — 4 may repent of this horrid crime, 
and bring it you back again perfumed. 
We will pardon the perfuming of it, re- 
plied the ſtudent. | And Cortado went on 
thus; And more than this, Sir, there may 
be had letters of ex communication, and 
uſing diligenee, which is the mother of 
fortune, yoa may chance to get it 
2 and in good truth, I would not be 
he taker of the purſe; for if you are in 
holy orders, I account it to be as great a 
crime, as if I had committed ſacri ege or 


inceſt. You ſay true, replied the grieved 


ſtudent, for indeed the taker of it has com- 
mitted ſacrilege: For although I am not 
a prieſt, but only ſexton to a monaſtery, 
the — in the purſe was the third part 
of one of the chaplain's fallary, which I 


received for a certain prieſt, a friend of 


mine, and it is ſacred and bleſſed money. 
Much good may it do him that has it, an- 


gains; for the day of judgment will come, 
15 when 
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when all things will be brought to light, 


and then it will be known who it was that 
dared to be ſo bold as to take, ſteal, and 


diminiſh the third part of the chaplain's 


ſallary; and now we are talking of ſallaries, 
pray good Mr. Sexton, what ſallary may 


you have a year? Sallary! a pox on the 


whore your mother, replied the ſexton, 
with ſomewhat too much choler, 1s this a 
a time to tell what fallary I have a year? 
Tell me, brothers, if you know any thin 

of the matter, if not fare you well; for 
will even ſet the cryer to work. I believe 


that will not be a bad method, ſaid Corta- 
do; but I would adviſe you, Sir, not to 
forget the marks of the purſe, nor the 
quantity of the money in it, for you muſt 
be very punctual in that, you muſt 
not miſtake a farthing, if you do, will 
never ſee it again, whilſt you live, and 


this you may depend on. There is no fear 
of that, ſaid the ſexton, for I remember 
it better than the chiming of the bells, I 
ſhall not fail in the leaſt tittle of it. Whilſt 


he was ralking thus, he pulled out of his 


pockets a laced handkerchief, to wipe a- 


way the ſweat which diſtilled down his 
face, as from an alembic. - Cortado had 


2 


* 


* 


, Cortaly 
followed ay 


* 


no ſooner ſeen it, but he marked it for his 
on; and the ſexton being gone 


* 
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| followed him, and overtook him on the 
ſteps of the exchange, and calling him on 
one ſide, he began to make ſuch a long 
harangue, without either head or tail, talk- 
ing a great deal about the theft, the reward 
for finding the purſe, and giving ſome hopes 
of ſeeing 1t again ; without concluding any 
. thing he had begun; ſo that the poor ſex- 
ton was quite ſtunned with his talk, and as 
he could not poſſibly underſtand his 
meaning, he was obliged to make him re- 
at the ſame thing two or three times. 
Cortado ſtared him full in the face, and 
never took his eyes off his; the ſexton ſtar- 
ed at him in the ſame manner, being at- 
tentive to catch his words; the greatneſs of 
his perplexity and ſtupefaction gave Corta- 
do time to finiſh his work, and he dexter- 
ouſly drew the handkerchief out of his poc- | 
ket, and then taking leave of him, told 
him that in the evening he would make it 
his buſineſs to ſee him again in the ſame 
place, becauſe he had ſome inkling of a 
y of the ſame buſineſs, and much about 
his bigneſs, that was a little thieving cur, 
who had very likely taken his purſe, and 
that he would certainly find it out in a few 
„days; with which he made the poor ſexton 
1 little eaſy, and fo he took his leave of 


, who them: wont to Rincon, who had 


ſeen 


ISL TEE FT NE 


(385) 4 
ſeen all at a little diſtance; and a little be- * 
low ſtood one of the baſket-boys, who ob- 1 
ſerved all that paſſed, and how that Corta- 
do had given the handkerchief to Rincon; 
and coming up to them, he ſaid, Gallant 
gentlemen, tell me, are ye entered or no? 
We do not underſtand what you mean, 
young gentleman, anſwered Rincon. Do 
not you underſtand * Myurcios ? replied the 

| other. We are neither of Teba nor Þ Mur- 

| - cia, ſaid Cortado; and if you have any thing 

more to ſay, ſpeak it; if not, go in God's 
name. Do not you underſtand me? ſaid 
the boy. Then I muſt tell you, it is as 
much as to ſay, Gentlemen, are you 
thieves?” But I do not know why I aſk 
you this queſtion ; for I ſee you are ſuch ; 
but how comes it to paſs, you have not 
been at Don Monipodios cuſtom - houſe ? 
Pray, gallant Sir,. do thieves pay tribute in 
this country? ſaid Rincon. If they do not 
pay, at leaſt they regiſter themſelves before 
Don Monipodio, replied the boy, who is 
their father, their maſter, and protector; 
therefore I adviſe you to go with me, and 
pay him your obedience, otherways. not to 


- ven- 

| . f . Tl | I e 

ö 'Murcios, in Spaniſh, is a cant word for thieP 
+ Teba is a town in the province of Andaluzia in 
Spain, Murcia, a town in Spain. 
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venture to ſteal without his. mark, if you 
do, it will coſt you dear. I thought, faid 
Cortado, that thieving was a buſineſs free 
from any tax or duty; and that it was only 
hazarding neck and ſhoulders. But ſince it 
is ſo, and that every country has its cuſtom, 
let us keep this, and therefore you may, if 
you pleaſe, conduct us to this gentleman 
of whom you fpeak ; for according to all 
I have heard of him, I already conjecture, 
that he is well-bred and qualified, and that 
he is very capable of his bulineſs. He is, 
anſwered the young lad, ſo well qualified, 
capable and dexterous, that in four years, 
that he has had the charge of being our 
head and father, there has been only four 
made their exit on the gallows, thirty rack- 
ed, and ſixty-two ſent to the gallies. . 

After they had walked ſome time, Rin- 
con {aid to their guide, And pray is your 
worſhip a thief? Yes, anſwered he, at 
God's and good people's ſervice, although 
not the moſt acquainted with the buſineſs ; 
for as yet, I am. but in the novice year. 
To which Cortado replied, It is ſomething 
new to me, that there ſhould be thieves 
in the world at God's and good people's 
ſervice. To which the boy anſwered, I 
do not trouble myſelf about divinity ; what 
1 know is, that every body ought to mug 

| 8 | 0 
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God in his buſineſs, and more ſo by the 
particular charge Monipodo gives to all his 
adopted children. Without all doubt, ſaid 
Rincon, it muſt be a good and holy charge, 
ſince it makes thieves ſerve God. It is ſo 
good and holy, replied the boy, that in 
our buſineſs I believe it cannot be mended. 
He has given orders, that out of what- 
ever we ſteal, we ſhould charitaby give 
ſome part to buy oil for the lamp of a 
certain image, which is in this city; and 
truly we have ſeen many great things 
effected by this good work ; for ſome days 
ſince, they thrice racked one of our bro- 
ther-hood, who had ſtolen two aſſes; and 
notwithſtanding he was very lean, and had 
a quartan ague upon him, he ſuffered the 
puniſhment, as if it had been nothing, 
without making the leaſt confeſſion; and 
our ſociety attribute this to their good 
devotion, becauſe his ſtrength of itſelf, 
was not ſufficient to undergo the firſt: twiſt 
of the rack ; and beſides, this particular 
act of devotion, of laying by ſome part of 
our profits to defray the expence of oil. in 
the aforeſaid lamp, we pray often, our roſa- 
_ ries being divided into portions for the 
whole week, and there are many of us 
that will not ſteal on a Friday, nor have 
any converſation on Saturday with a wo- 
12227 N 2 | man 
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man who is named Mary. Theſe, faid 
Cortado, are precious pearls indeed; but 


Pray tell me, Sir, do they make any reſti- 
tution, or do they any penance more than 
what has been ſaid? As for reſtoring any 
thing, I can ſay nothing to that, replied the 
boy, becauſe it is a thing impoſſible, what 
we ſteal, being divided into ſo many parts, 
'that the firſt thief cannot, if he would, re- 
ſtore any thing again; and beſides, there 
is none who commands us to do any ſuch 
ang, for we never go to confeſſion; and 
if they get letters of excommunication, 
never come to our notice, for we ne- 
ver go to church, when they are read, but 
only on the days of the jubilee, for the 
fake of the gain which the great concourſe 
of people brings us. And on account of 
theſe acts of devotion, ſaid Cortado, do 
theſe 3 ſay, they leag a good and 
holy life? And pray what harm is there in 
it, ſaid the boy? Is it not worſe to be an 
Heretic, a renegade, to murder father or 
mother, or to be a ſolomite ? A ſodomite, 
Sir, ſaid Rincon, is what you mean. The 
2 ſame, anſwered the boy. All is very 
bad, replied Cortado; but ſince our fate 
has ordained, that we ſhould enter into this 
fraternity, I beg of you to mend your pace, 
for I die with impatience to ſee this gentle - 
t man 
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man Monipodio, whoſe virtues and noble 


qualities you have ſo much enlarged ,up- 
on. Your deſire ſhall be ſatisfied preſent- 
ly, faid the young lad; for from hence 
one may ſee the houſe. . Pleaſe gentlemen, 
to ſtay at the door, and I will go in and 


ſee if he is at leiſure ; for there are ſet hours 
in which he gives audience. Very well, 


anſwered Rincon. And their guide ſtepping 
a little before, entered a houſe not of a 
very good, but of a very bad appearance; 
Rincon and Cortado ſtood waiting at the 
door; he came out again preſently, and 
called them ; they went in, and their con- 
ductor ordered them to ſtay in a little hall 
paved with tiles; on one ſide ſtood a three- 
legged ſtool; on the other a broken- 
mouthed pitcher, and a little pot without 
a handle on the top; in another part was 


à flag-mat; and in the middle ſtood a 


flower- pot. The two youths attentively 
ſurveyed the furniture of the houſe, vhilſt 


Don Monipodio came down; and finding 


he ſtaid long, Rincon made bold to go into 
a little room which was on the ſame floor, 


and he ſaw therein two ſwords, two targets 
of cork hanging on four nails, a great cheſt 
without a lid, or any thing to cover it, 
with three flag-mats laid on the ground ; 


on the wall fronting the door, was paſted a 
T0 12 picture 
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picture of the virgin Mary, which was of 5 


the worſt ſort, and made her a moſt hideous 
and frightful figure; a little below that, hung 
a little baſket made of palm, and a little 
font fixed into the wall, from whence Rin- 
con conjectured, the baſket ſerved for the 


water in; and ſo it was indeed. Whilſt 
they were here, two yonng men dreſſed 
like ſtudents, who ſeemed to be about 
twenty, came into the houſe a little while 
after that came in two baſket boys and a 
blind man ; and without ſpeaking a word, 
they began to walk up and down the hall; 
it was not long after, when two old men 


came dreſſed in bays, with ſpectacles * on 


their noſe, which made them appear grave, 
and worthy of reſpect, with each a ſtring 
of beads in their hands; and after them 
came in an old woman, who, without 
ſpeaking a word, went into the ſide room, 
and having taken ſome holy water, fell 
down on her knees before the picture of 
the virgin Mary, with the moſt profound 
devotion; and after a long time, having 
firſt kiſſed the earth three times, = as 
* | often 


* In Spain it is cuſtomary to wear . in 
the ſtreet, and thoſe that wear them are looked up- 
on as grave and venerable perſonages. 


poor's box, and the other to hold holy 
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often lifted up her hands and eyes to hea» 


ven, ſhe got up, put her charity into the 
baſket, and came out into the hall, among 
the reſt; in fine, in a little time, there was 
aſſembled in the hall, about fourteen per- 
ſons of different garbs and employments : 


Laſt of all came in two fierce looking fel- 


lows, fantaſtically dreſſed, with large whiſ- 
kers, broad brim'd hats, ſwinging ruffs, 
flame-coloured ſtockings, and ſwords of a 
monſtrous and frightful ſize; each hadi a 


pair of piſtols inſtead of daggers, and their 


targets hanging to their belts ; who, as 


ſoon as ever they came in, ſtared Rincon 


and Cortado full in the face, as not know- 
ing them, and wondering who they were; 
and coming up to them, aſked them if 


they belonged to the fraternity? Rincon 
anſwered yes, and very much their honours 


humble ſervants. This happened at the 
very nick of time that Don Monipodio came 


down, long expected, and as gladly ſeen 


by all that virtuous company ; he ſeemed 
to be of about five or ſix and forty years 
of age, tall in ſtature, and of a ſwarthy 
complexion, his eyes ſunk in his head, his 
beard black and very thick ; he came down 
in a cloak of bays hanging almoſt to his 


feet, on which he had a pair of ſhoes ſlip- 
ſhod ; his legs were covered by a large pair 


of 
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of trouſers, which reached down to his 


ancles; his hat looked like that of a pick- 
pocket, being low in the crown, and the 
flaps hanging down over his face; he wore 


acroſs his breaſt, an old ſhoulder-belt, on 


which hung a ſhort broad ſword; his hands 


were ſhort and hairy, his fingers thick, and 


the nails flat; his legs were not to be ſeen, 
(being hid by his breeches and cloak) but 
his feet were monſtrouſly broad, and the 
knuckle-bones ſticking out; in ſhort, take 
him altogether, he was the moſt uncouth 


and deformed barbarian in the world. The 


conductor of Rincon and Cortado came down 
with them, and taking them by the. hand, 
| preſented them to Monipodio, ſaying, Theſe 

are the two clever young men I was ſpeak- 
ing to you of, Don Monipodio; if your 
worſhip will pleaſe to examine them, you 
will find them worthy.of entering into our 
congregation. . That I will do with a good 
will, replied Monipodio. I forgot to men- 
tion, that as ſoon as ever Monipodio came 
down, every one that was waiting for him, 


at that very inſtant made a profound: and 


low reverence to him, except the two 


bravoes, who juſt moved their hats, and 


immediately returned to their walk on one 
ſide the hall, and on the other Monipodio 
waiked up and down, and aſked the two 
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youngſters 
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youngfters their buſineſs, country and pa- 
rents. | 
To which Rincon anſwered, Our buſineſs 
is already told by our coming before your 
worſhipz our country it is not of much 
importance to know; our parents as little, 


ſince we are not making information to re- 


ceive any habit of honour. To which 
 Monipodio anſwered, You are in the right 


of it, my child, and what you ſay is ve 


true, for it is very proper to conceal th 


things, becauſe it your fortune ſhould not 


turn out fo well as it ſhould, it is not good 
to have it ſet down under the clerk's hand, 
or upon record, that ſuch a one, ſon of 
ſuch a one, inhabitant of fuch a place, was 
on ſuch a day hanged, whipped, or the 
like, for at leaſt it ſounds ill in good mens 


ears; and fo I ſay once more, it is a good 


maxim to ſay nothing of one's country, and 
to conceal ſirnames, although amongſt 
ourſelves, nothing muſt be concealed ; but 


now I only want to know your names. 
Rincon told him his, and Cortado likewile. 
Well then, ſaid Monipodio, from henceforth 
J order, and it is my will and pleaſure, 


that you Rincon, be called Riconete; and 


you Cortado, Cortadillo; which are names 
ſuitable to your ages and our ordinances, 


by which we are obliged to enquire the 
names 
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names of the parents of our fraternity, 
becauſe it is our cuſtom to cauſe certain 
maſſes in the year to be ſaid for the ſouls 
of our deceaſed benefactors, taking out of 


what we ſteal, ſome part to pay thoſe 


maſſes; and thoſe maſſes ſo ſaid and paid, 
they ſay, are very profitable to thoſe ſouls; 
and theſe we reckon our benefactors, the 


ſolicitor that defends us, the gatchpole 


who gives us private intelligence, the hang- 
man that pities us, and he, that when an 
of us is running through the ſtreet wit 


the mob after him, crying out Stop thief, 


Stop thief, lay hold of him; he, I fay, 
who puts himſelf between, and oppoſes 
himſelf to the violence of thoſe that follow, 

Let the miſerable wretch alone, 


ſaying, 
Bis — is bad enough, he will have 


chaſtiſement enough for his fault in the 
other world. Our ſhe- mates are alſo our 


benefactors, who help us ſtrenuouſly at all 


times; as alſo are our fathers and mothers, 
who bring us into the world; and ſo is the 
* notary, for if he is ſuch a one as he 
ſhould be, there is ſcarcely any fault which 


he will reckon as a crime, nor any crime 


which will deſerve correction; and for all 
| | theſe 


4 The notary in Spain, is one who when -< 
criininal is apprehended, draws up his offence with 
all the circumſtances in form, 
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theſe which I have named, our fraternity 
keeps every year its + adverſary day, with 
the greateſt pomp and ſolemnity we are 
able. In good truth, ſaid Rrinconete, (al- 
ready. confirmed in this name) this 1s a 
work worthy. of the great and profound 
genius, which we have heard ſay ſignior 
don Monipodio is maſter of: But our pa- 
rents are {till living, yet if we ſhould hap- 
pen to outlive them, we will immediately 
give notice of it to this moſt happy media- 
ting fraternity, that theſe maſſes which 
your worſhip ſpeaks of, may be ſaid for 
their ſouls, with the accuſtomed pomp and 
ſolemnity. So it ſhall be done, replied 
Moni podio; and calling their conductor, he 
ſaid to him, Come hither Guanchelo; are 
the centinels ſet ? Yes, anſwered the guide, 
(for Ganchuelo was his name) there are three 
centinels on the look-out, and there 1s no 
fear of their taking us by ſurprize. Re- 
turning then to our firſt purpoſe, ſaid Mo- 
nipodio, I want to know, ſons, what you 
are ſkilled in, that I may give you buſineſs 
and employment according to your inch- 
nations and abilities. Rznconete anſwered, 
I underſtand all the cheats of games, and 


know how to flip a card lily aſide, and 


have 


+ Anniverſary. 
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have more cunning tricks than a Neapo- 
litan. Theſe are good beginnings, anſwer- 
ed Monipodio, though they are but mere 
triftes; but the time is coming, and we 
ſhall ſee it too, that having half a dozen 
leſſons built upon theſe foundations, I truſt 
2 will turn out a famous man in your 
ſineſs, and I even hope to ſee you a 
compleat maſter: To ſerve your worſhip 
and the reſt of the brotherhood, anſwered 
Rinconete. And you, Cortadillo, what can 
you do? ſaid Monipodio. I, anſwered Cor- 
tadillo, am ſkilled in ſlight of hand, as they 
call it, put in two, and draw five, and how 
to pick a pocket with dexterity. Do you 
know any thing more? ſaid Monipodio. 
No, anſwered Cortadillo, I know no more, 
to my ſorrow. Do not afflict yourſelf, ſon, 
rephed Monipodio, for you are come to a 
good ſchool, where you will not be denied, 
nor go out again without being very much 
improved in all that is neceſſary for you to 
know; and in reſpect to your courage, 
how ſtands it with you, children? How 
ſhould it be, replied Rinconete, but very 
ready, and ſtout enough to perform any 
enterprize belonging to our art and buſi- 
neſs ? That's very well, replied Monipodro 
but what I want to know of you allo, is, 
that if it was needful, whether you have 
1275 , 


| (1497)! 

courage enougli to endure half ꝙ doe 
rackings without opening your lips, or 
ſaying; this mouth is my oπτ We have” 
courage, Don Monipodio, I warrant you, 
cried Rinconets, for we are not ſuch fools, 


but we know that what the tongue tells 


the neck pays for; and it is a ſufficient fa 
vour which heaven grants the bold man, 
(not to give it any other title) that it leaves 
his life or death, to depend on his owun 
tongue. There is no need of any more at 
this time, ſaid Monipodio; and, I ſay, this 
anſwer alone convinees, obliges, 2 
and forces me from this time forward to 
ſet you down in the elder brotherhoody: 
and that we excuſe you the noviciate year. 
I'am of the ſame opinion, ſaid one of the 
bravoes, and all who were preſent, who- 
had heard the whole diſcourſe, and con- 
firmed the ſame; and beſdught Monipodio, 
he; dex no treaty 19 es wou 2 them 
to enjoy the immunities and privileges 
of . fraternity, beeauſe U ö I 
able aſpect, and their ready wit, deſer- 
ved it all. He you win = that to give 
content to all, from that very minute he 
admitted them, letting them know that he- 
eſteemed them very much, and as a token 
_ tHefeof,” they ſhould not pay the quar- 
tefidge for the firſe * year, out W 
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turned them thanks, in the moſt obliging 


(146) 
they ſhould ſteal, nor do any of the little 
mean offices belonging to novices, the firſt 
whole year; as carrying meſſages from any 
elder brother of the fraternity to the pri- 
fon, or houſe, and the like ; and that tow 
ſhould be allowed to drink unmixed wine, 
and to make a feaſt when, where, and how 
they pleaſed, without aſking leave of their 
head, and ſhould come in for a ſhare from 
this time forward, of every thing the elder 
brotherhood ſhould ſteal, like one of them, 
and other _ immunities ; which were the 
greateſt ſigns of favour, for which they re- 


manner they were able. Whilſt they were 
talking, a boy came running in quite out 
of breath,and ſaid, The 1 is coming 
this way, but he has not his officers alon 

with him. Do not be in a fright, ſaid 
Monipodio, for he is a friend, and never 
comes to do us any harm; ſtay here, I will 
and ſpeak to him: All was huſh, for 
were a little terrified, and Monipadio 
went to the door, where he found the ma- 
giſtrate, with whom he ſtaid talking ſome 
time, and then returned, and aſked, to 
whom fell the ſtation of St. Saviour to-day? 


| To me, ſaid the guide. If fo, replied No- 


, how comes it to paſs you did not 
inform me of. the amber-coloured purſe, 
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which foundered this morning much about 
the ſaid place, with fifteen crowns in gold, 
four ryals of ſilver, and I know not how 


much copper money? True it is, ſaid the 


guide, that ſuch a purſe was loſt, but I did 
not take it, neither can I imagine who has 
taken it. Come, come, no ſhams with 
me, replied Monipodio, the purſe muſt be 
brought to light, becauſe the magiſtrate 
requires it, who is a friend, and does us a 
thouſand ſervices in a. year. The young 
'man ſwore again, that he knew noting es 
it. And Monipodio began to be in ſuch a 


furious paſſion, that he looked as if fire 


darted out of his eyes, ſaying, Let none 
'of you think to jeſt with me, or break 
through the leaſt point of our orders; if 
he does, it ſhall coſt him his life: Let the 
purſe be brought forth; for if it is con- 
cealed to excuſe paying the duties, I will 
pay that entirely myſelf, and place the reſt 
to my account; for be it after what man- 
ner it will, Mr. Magiſtrate muſt not go 
away diſpleaſed. The young man began 
to ſwear and curſe again, ſaying, he had not 
taken it, nor even ſo much as ſet his eyes 
upon it: All this did but add more fire to 
Monipodios choler, and put in diſorder 
the whole aſſembly, ſeeing their ſtatutes 


and good ordinances were ſo little regarded. 
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Vn, e the handkerchief, and 
canpenling e es l Meg Put to 
my .. accQunt ; the purſe r. Magiſtr 
muſt take with him, for it belongs bg 
exton, a couſin of his, and ip ie, reaſon- 
able that we ſhould fulfil the proverb, which 
fays,. He that gives yo a hen, it is not g 
great deal. if you give him 4 leg of it ; for 
his good magiſtrate will diſſemble in our 
favour, more in one day, than it is in our 
ꝓower to recompenſe in a hundred. With 
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„ 
tleman-like behaviour of theſe two novices; 
as alſo the judgment and opinion of their 
head, who went out to give the magiſtrate 
the purſe; and Cortadillo remained con- 
firmed in his ſir-name of the Good, as well 
as if he had been called Don * Alonzo 
Perez de Guzman the Good, who throwed 


his knife over the walls of Tarifa, to cut 


off the head of his own fon. But to re- 
turn, when Monipodio came back, he 
brought in with him two young women, 
with their faces painted, and their breaſts 
daubed with ceruſe; they had on ſhort 
veils made of ſayes; they came in with ſo 
much impudence and boldneſs, as ſuffi- 
ciently convinced Rincenete and Cortadillo, 
they were ladies of the town; and they were 
not deceived ; for as ſoo as they entered, 
they ran with open arms, the one to Chin- 
quinaze, the other to Maniferro, for ſo the 
two bullies were named: Maniferro was fo 
called, becauſe he had an iron hand in the 
room of another, which the hangman had 


cut off; they embraced the ladies with 


OY 7 great 


* Alonzo Perez de Guzman, about the year 1292, 
defended Tarifa with the utmoſt bravery againſt the 
Moors, who becauſe: he would not furrender, mur- 
dered his fon before his face, for, which he had the 
ſirname of The Good given him, which his ſucceſſors 
fill keep up. 
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SEAL 09s e if they had FREY 

Ex them to wet their throats ? 
That ſhall not be wanting, my. dexterous 
one, anſwered, one they called Ganancia/a, 
it will not be long ere Salvatello thy boy 
. with a great crammed with 
ſuch things as rovidence has been pleaſed 
to ſend; 1 was very true, for at the 
time a 
wine and — © e e 4 * per 


about it, and did, when his paſſion, 1 Was 
7 0 he would treat of what Was moſt ne: 


: Then ſpoke the old woman — 


; had been Praying. ſo long to the / picture of 
in „Son Monipadio, I am not 
8 for falling, for 


for I have had a-fwimming in 
eſe two days, which makes me 
. mad; and beſides, L muſt go te my 


cle before noons/and place 


es before our lady of the waters, and 

fore the holy ervcifix of St. Auguſtine, 
and I will not neglect to do it, though it 
ſhould. blow, rain, and hail, as if heaven 
and earth would come together; and what 


Lau come Won. is, that aft, e 
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boy came in with a basket of 


mydittlo 
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renegade. and 1 £7 brought to my 
A great basket, ſomewhat bigger 
chan this before me, full of linen; as I live 
they brought buck and all; poor ſouls, 
they had not time to reſt themſelves, but 
came! in ſweating ſuch large drops, one 
drop following the other, that it grieved 
me to ſee them, they came ſo panting 
in] and the ſweat fo running down their 
faces h but they looked like littie angels; 
they told me chat they were going to fol- 
low a ſhepherd, who: had been weighing 
ſome ſheep in the butchery, ta ſee if they 
could come at a great purſe of ryals he 
had about him: They left the _ 

without counting the cloaths, truſting to 
my. conſcience; and ſo may God grant 
me my good deſires, and deliver us all 
from the power of juſtice, as I have not 
touched the basket, and that: i 18 as 3 

as when it was born 

Mother, I believe all this, e dds 
nipodins and fo let it be, for I will go at 
furi-ſet; and malte an examination, and ſee 
what there is, and I will give to every one 
what belongs to him faithfully, according 
tomy cuſtom. Let it be as you pleaſe to 
order it, ſon, replied the old, woman, and 
auſe it grows late, give me a little 
draught of wine to comfort my ſtomach, 


2 | | | Which 


5 
which is quite faint with faſting. You 
ſhall have ſome, mother, replied Efcalanta, 


for ſo they called the companion of Gaxnan- 


cioſa; and uncoaering the baſket,” expoſed 
to view a leather bottle, that held about 
ſix gallons, and one of cork, which might 
cleverly hold, and without ſtretching, a- 
bout three pints; and taking it out, Eſca- 
lanta put it into the hands of the devout 
old woman, who laying hold of it with 
both her clutches, and having blown off a 
little of the froth, ſaid, Daughter Eſcalan- 

ta, you haye givenme a 1 quantity, but 
God enables us to do all things; and ap- 
plying it to her lips, ſhe pulled it off at 


once, without taking breath, ſaying, May 


the Lord comfort you, my daughter, as 
ou have comforted me, only I am afraid 
it will do me harm, becaufe I am faſting. 
It will not, mother, cried Monipodio, be- 
cauſe it is ſmall wine. I hope by the vir- 
gin it will not, anſwered the old woman; 
and added, See children, if any of you 
have a halfpenny to buy ſome little candles 
for my devotions, becauſe I came with ſuch 
| haſte and good-will to bring the news of 
the baſket, that I forgot to put on my 
pouch. Tes, I have ſome, dame Pipora, 
(for this was the name of the good vid wo- 


man) anſwered Ganacioſa, take it, here are 


two 


4 


"FILE 


Y 
. * 
K - 
, * . —_ 
2 <>, $5 8 7 * FIT "= 
n = 2 * = 
_ 
- * 8 
be... > 
© IJ 
: — 
x 
_ 


( 6.783) 
—tWvg; deeper. one 53 which, L. beg pf 
eu so lay out for me, and place it fo 


t. MGHahael; and if you yg bo place 
che other to St. Blaſs, for they are my 


interaeſſors I, weufd have angther ꝓlacod 
% St. Pucia. for ſue is One r Eyes, 
fon hom I; have a great eſteem, -but, I 
have no ſmall money new; another day; I 
+ ſhall, and then I will do it co them all. 


Tou will:de mighty well, child, by Io. de- 


ing; fad theldld weman, and ſee chat you 
Here not covetous; fer it is of grkat im- 
- portance for. a, perſen himſelf to carry the 


candles before he die, and not to ſtay till 


ur heirt or acheniniſtrators do it for us. 


Mothet Pipata ſays well, > replied E/atlantt ; 
and clapping der hands to nſe, gave 


Warder tbn half penny, and c d her 


t lade two er. lttie candles,.:to amy 
33 liked beſt, and who 
were <ſteemed the moft ferviceable and 
ateful, With this Nipata went away, 
f ying, Male merry now, ſons, whilſt you 
may, for age will come, and then you il 
bewail that youthful time you have loſt, 


as I do now, and recommend me to God 


in your prayers, for J go to do the ſame 
for myſelf, and for you, that he may pre- 
ſer re us in our dangerous buſineſs, without 


ZA! 


11 ſurpriſed by: juſtice; and with = 
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ſhe went away. The old woman being 
e, they all ſat down round the mat, 
and Ganancioſa laid the ſheet for a table- 
cloth. The firſt thing they took out of 
the baſket, was a great but ch of radiſhes, 
with about two dozen of oranges and le- 
mons ; after that a great pot full of ſalted 
and dried cod-fiſh fryed and cut in pieces, 
and preſently after a Dutch cheeſe, a pot of 


rare olives, and a plate of prawns, with a 
F = number of crabs, with caper ſauce 


wed with Fn together with three 
great loaves of white bread. There was 


at A breakfaſt about fourteen ; and there was 


not one of them but pulled out his yellow 
handled knife, except Rincon, who drew 
out his dagger. It fell to the two old 


men cloathed in bays, and the guide to 
ſerve about the wine; but as ſoon as they 


had begun to make an aſſault on the oran- 


2 they were all put into a terrible fright, 


loud knocking at the door; Monipo- 
dio commanded. them to be all eaſy and 


quiet; and going into the hall below, he 
took down a buckler, put his hand on his 
ſword, and went to the door; and with a 


hoarſe and frightful voice 'uked;: Who 


was there? They anſwered from without, 
It is I, there is nothing the matter; Don 


Monipedi, I am OY the * 


1 (136) | 
this morning; and I am come to tell you, 
that here comes Juliana Caribarta with her 


hair all about her ears, crying bitterly, 


which makes me think ſome diſaſter has 
happened to her. By this time ſhe came 
up ſighing and ſobbing ; which Monopodio 
hearing, opened the door, and command- 
ed Targarete to return to his poſt; and for 
the future, when he came to bring him 
any news, to do it with leſs noiſe ; * an- 
ſwered, he would; and Caribarta came in, 
who was a young wench of the ſame occu- 


pation as the other two ladies; ſhe came 


with her hair torn off her head, her face 
full of bumps; and as ſoon as ſhe got in- 
to the houſe, fell down on the floor in a 
ſwoon; Ganancioſa ran immediately to help 


her, as did alſo Eſcalanta, and opening her 


breaſt they found it all black and blue; 


they threw water in her face, and ſhe came 
to herſelf again; crying out, The juſtice 
of God and the king lay hold on that 


thief and villain, upon that mean ſpirited 
coward, upon that nitty louſy rogue, whom 


I have ſaved from the gallows more times 
than he has hairs on his beard : O unhappy 
me. | ſee for whom I have undone — * 
and on whom I have thrown away my 
youth, and the flower of my age, is it not fur 
a cheating villain, a wicked, an n 
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weerch's: Be eaſy Carabarta, ſaid”: An 
padie; for here am I that wil do y wr A 
tice; tel bub your? wron 30 yoke 
will. be- longer” in relating ids 
ſhall de in taking ret telb me if he 
has not paid you ſufficient reſpect; for if 
it is fo, and you want to be revenged, "you! 
have nothing more to do than to pak 
the word. What reſpect does he pay me, 
anſwered Vulkans, you ſee I am Hefti, 
cted; could a ton uſe "ſheep," or 
butcher a lamb worſe; and ſhalt I eat again 
at the ſame table, or lie in the ſame deck 
with im? may I rather be choaked with 
crooked' pins, tian be uſed in wr ore 
youſte me now. Then taking up her ebats 
to her knees, and à little higher; ſhe ſhews 
ed-· ſeveral black and blue places-; In- this i 
— now the ungrateful Repulido ſerved! 
he is more bliged to me than 
x that bore him; and pethaps- 
DSS deſerts meritec allthis i” 
truly, it was no more than this; that” 
at. play, leſing his money, ſent | 
gy Fra his pimp, for thirty ryals; - 
ak * ſent him but twenty-four; and hea- 
ven Know the trouble ar vexatien I had: 
tocget tiefe? T beg of Redyert it may be. 
d ed for my fins; and in return of 
rhis courteſy and good'deod, he; WT 


e, 


1 


I had kept back ſome part of the money 
this morning he took me into the fields be- 
hind the king's garden, and there amongſt 
the olive trees ſtripped me naked, and with 
his btoad girdle, without pity or compaſ- 
ſion, whipt me ſo, that he left me for dead, 
of which true hiſtory, this fleſh of mine 
which you ſee, is a ſufficient witneſs. 
Here ſhe began to roar out again; here 
"ſhe begun to ask for juſtice. again; and 
here Moni podio promiſed again, as did all 
the bullies there preſent. Ganancioſa took — 
her by the hand to comfort her, ſaying, a 
She would give, with a very good will, ' 2 
any thing ſhe had that was moſt valuable, „ 
that her — had ſerved her ſo; becauſe 7 
I would have you to know, lifter Caribarta, | 
if you do not know it, thoſe they love 
_ dearly they chaſtiſe ; and when theſe knaves = 
beat, whip, and kick us, then they adore 
us; and confeſs to me ſincerely, did not 
Kepolido, after he had chaſtiſed and bruiſed A 
you, give you one kind word? Not only  _. 3} 
one, anſwered the bewailing nymph, but 
. £ hundred thouſand, and would have given 
2 finger of his hand, if I would have gone 
to his lodgings with him; and more, it is 
os ay belief, the very tears were coming out 
of his eyes after he had been beating me. 
There is no doubt * it, anſwered Canan. 


„ BOP 


5 g 
eioſa, and thit he would even ry to ſee * 


caſes, they have no · ſooner committed the 
fault, than they repent of it; and you 


will ſee, ſiſter, that he will come to look 
for you, before you depart from this place, 
and ask pardon for what is paſſed, 
and ſubmit himſelf to you as humble 
as a lamb. Truly, anſwered Monipo- 


dio, ſuch a cowardly coxcomb ſhall not 


enter theſe doors, if firſt of all he does 
not make a manifeſt ſhew of his repenting 
the fault he has committed, in that he 


dared to be fo bold as to lift up his 


hand againſt the face and fleſh” of Cari- 


bara, being a perſon that for elean- 


lineſs and uſefulneſs, may compare with 
barta herielf, who is here before us, 
than whom no one can be more dear to 
me. At which Juliana ſaid, Don Monipo- 


\&io, I beſeech you, do not you ſa 


for him. If you will take my advice, re- 
5 * n0t do ſo, be- 
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pain he had put you in; for it is the na- 
ture of ſuch fort of men, in ſuch ſort of 


thing againſt that good- for- nothing Hou ; 
for though I have been uſed as I am, 1 
love him at my very heart; for with Ganay- ; 
cieſas reaſoning, my ſoul is returned into 
my body, ſhe- aving ſpoke ſo much in his 
-favour; and truly I am ready to go look 
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g cauſe he will fwell, and be bone up like | 
a drowned body upon it; be eaſy, ſiſter, 


(159). 


3 for you will ſee (Fay in a little tune come 
in ſuch a repenting mood, as. I have told 


vou, and if he does not come, we will write 
ſome verſes that ſhall ſour him. That's 


right, ſaid Caribarta; for I have a thou- 
ſand things to write to him. I will be the 
ſecretary; if there is an occaſion, ſaid Mo- 
nipodio; and although I am nothing of a 
poet, yet I make account that if I tuck up 
my ſleeves, I ſhall be able. to make two _ 
thouſand verſes in the twinkling of an eye; 

and if they ſhould not prove good ones, 
I know a 1 Fay who is my intimate friend, 
and a great poet, that 1 1. os our 
belly full of them at an the day; 
3 now let us leave o this buſineß till 
breakfaſt is over, and afterwards we will 
talk more of the matter. Juliana was wik 
ling to obey her ſuperior, and ſo every one 
returned to their ſoul's delight again, and 
in a little time they faw the bottom of the 
baſket, and the dregs of the. leather bottle; 
the old ones drank . 4 i, the ene ones 
until they were agreed, and the ladies as 
long as they would : The old ones aſked. 
leave - to go, and Meonipodio immediately 
granted it, charging them to come 


Per notice with 5 * of every FOE, 
thing - 


a” 


ging ca might be to the advantage, and ph 
of the ſociety. They anfwer- 

ed 2 they would take eſpecial care of 
that point. Rinconete being naturally inqui- 
ſitive, firſt of all aſking pardon and leave, 
aſked Monipodio of what ſervice to the fra- 
ternity thoſe two grave grey-headed- per- 
ſons were? To which Monipodio anſwered, 
Thoſe in our language or cant, are called 
Hornets, whoſe buſineſs it is to go daily 
about the city, looking out what may be 
ſtolen at night, and to follow thoſe that 
receive money out of the bank, to obſerve 
where carry it, and knowing this, to 
mark the houſe, and number of the fami- 
ly, and to diſcover the moſt convenient 
_ to make holes, for the more caly ... 
therein; in fine, they are; ſaid © 

he; a people of as much, or more uſe, 
than any in the fraternity ; and of all that 
is ſtolen, through their induſtry, they have 
the fifth part, as his majeſty has, of the 
treaſures ;-and with all this, they are men 
of great veracity, very honourable, of 
a good life. and reputation, very religious 
and * earing maſs every day 
with uncommon devotion. There are 
ſome of them ſo courteous, eſpecially thoſe 
to that are juſt gone out, that they con- 


bd - tent en with much leſs than they 


might 


"6d 


| * cocabs fairly claim, according ca - coal 


of rates. There are two others that be 


7 long to our fraternity, by profeſſion chair- 


men, who, as they are every moment go- 
ing into different places, are thoroughly 
acquainted with all the houſes in the city, 
and which will turn out well, and which 
not. All theſe things are much to my 
lking, ſaid Rinconete, and I want to be of 
ſome ſervice to ſo famqus a ſociety. Hea- 


ven always favours our good 1 ye 
 Monipogio. Whilſt they were talking th 


ſomebody knocked at Tho door; M. 
went out to ſee who it was; and ing, 


- they. anſwered, Pleaſe Maui podio to open 
the door, for I am Repolido. Caribarta 


hearing the voice, lift up her's to heaven, 


8 Pray Don Mon podio do not open the door 


to that Tarpeyan ſailor, to that tyger of 


Ocana. Notwithſtanding which, Mompo- 


dio opened the door to Repolido; but Cari- 


barta ſeeing him opening it, got up, and 
ran into the hall where ” 


bucklers were, 


and ſhuttin the door after her, made a 
horrible bellowing within, crying out,, 
Take this fellow out of my ſight, this tor- 
mentor and oppreſſor of the innocent, this: | 


1 frighter of tame 7 55 Maniferro and: 
ogy he 
kate woul 


olido; for he at any 
have got into the room where 
þ <4 wth alen, 


- 
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Caribarta was, but as they would not let 2 
him, he ſpoke without; Be no longer an- 
505 my dear, I beſeech you to be good - 
moured again, ſo may you be married. 
T married! perverſe man, anfwered Cari- 
Barta, look how the cat and dog agree; I 
know you 4 fain have me marry you, 
but I would rather be whipped to death 
than be wedded to you. 7X] you fool, 
cried Repolido, let us make things eaſy, 
22 is late, and do not think to take up- 
you, and look big, becauſe 1 ſpeak ſo 
mig — am ſo fübmiſtve do not raiſe 
ter to the height, leſt your. ſecond 
be worſe than the firſt; humble your- 
elk. and we will be all humble, and let 
us not give the devil any thing to dine 
on. But yet I would give him ſomething 
for ſupper, faid Caribarta, that is, to take 
you where my eyes may never ſee you 
more. I do not fay fo to you, ſaid Repo 
Ado, but Ewill aſſure you, madam, I ſhalt 
look out fot a parcel of good ſticks, and 
though I ſell none, I will give them away 
ns: To this Monipodio ſaid, I will 
have no ſuch talk in my preſence; Cari- 
Barta mall come out, not for your threa- 
tenings, but for my ſake, and all things 
ſhall e made up; For the fallings out of 
| vers 1 5 the wan of love Oey Juli. 


38 


ana, Ph 


u, my child, my full-face, come out his . 
ther, for my ſake; for I will make Repo- " 


on his ſide, and join in requeſting Juliana 


„ 


» 


* 


tido aſk your pardon on his knees. If he 
will do that, ſaid Eſcalanta, we ſhall be all 


to come out. If this is to be done by way of 
ſubmiſſion, or leſſening of my perſon, ſaid +. 
Repolido, I would not ſubmit to an army 
of Swiſſars drawn up in battle array; but 
if it is at Caribarta's deſire, I do not on- 
ly ſay I will kneel, but I will even drive a 
nail into my forehead in her ſervice. Chi- 
 quiznaque and Maniferro laughed at this, 
which ſo much angered Repolido, thinking . 
they. had made a jeſt of him, that he fad? 1 
with ſigns of exceſſive anger, Whoſoever J 
laughs, or thinks to laugh at Caribarta or 
me, or what we have ſaid, or ſhall fay, 1 
T ſay he is a liar, and lies every time 9 
he laughs, or thinks ſo to do. Chiquizna- : 4 
85 and Maniferro gave him ſuch an ill . 


ook, as made Monipodio think, if this was 
not remedied; it would end but badly; 1 
and ſo putting himſelf between them, he 1 
ſaid, Gentlemen, let theſe high words go be. . 
no farther, and if what has ba ſaid fits _ i. 
no one, let no one take it to himſelf. We "- 
are very ſure, anfweredCh:quiznaque, that he 1 
did not ſay, nor will fay theſe words to us; _— 
tor had we imagined h meant us by hay, w 


/ 
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tze rough muſic is in the hands of thoſe | 

5 who know how to play it off. Repolidse | 

N bluntly anſwered, clapping his hand to his 

word, If you are for rough muſic, have | 
gat you; for I think I know how to ri Fo 
the chimes. upon „ TR 
- have ſaid, he that laughs, lies; and let ＋ 


him who thinks otherwiſe, follow me; for | 
with a ſword nine inches ſhorter than his, 4 
I will make him confeſs it; and ſaying this 
he went towards the door: Cariharta bod 
watching, and when ſhe underſtood that he 
was going out of doors in a paſſion,ſhe came E's 
. out, crying, Stop him that he may won EP 
gut; do not you ſee what a furious pals 
„ ſion he is in, and he is a very Hercules for 
" * yalour? Return hither, thou world's won: 
der, and delight of my eyes.” Then cloſing 
in with him, ſhe laid faſt hold of his cloak, 
3 and Monipodio aſſiſting her, they held him 
bdack.  Chiguiznaque and Maniferro not 
i Enowing whether they ſhould be angry.or 
nun o, ſaid nothing, expecting what Repolido 
would do; who ſeeing himſelf intreated by 
Caribarta and Manipedi too, turned back | 
again, ſaying, Friends never ought to af- 1 
* front friends, nor make a ſeſt of them, eſ- * 
: tally when they ſee it makes them angry. F © 
_ _ There is no one here, anſwered Mamferro, 5 5 
FF 
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eſt of bin; and we are all itil SY 
" Uk friends let us give one another our. 
hands. At this, Monipodio ſaid, All of you 
have ſpoke like Fas friends, and as duch 2 
ſake hands which they did im- 
. and Eſcalanta taking off one of 
her pattens, began to make a ſort of rough 
muſic with it; Ganancioſa took a new 
palm broom, which ſhe found in the houſe, 
and with ſcratching it, made a ſound, that 
though it was hoarſe and rough, agreed * 
well enough with the patten; Monipodio 
broke a plate into two pieces, which he 
put between his. fingers, and ringing one 

- againſt the other, made the treble to the pat- 


ten and the broom: Rinconete and Cortadillo 


ſurprized at the new invention of 
| room, - for till then they had never 
on it, Maniferro obſerving it ſaid, You 
are admiring the broom, ſhe plays a good 
ſtick; muſic ſooner made, and Ear leſs 
trouble, nor cheaper was never invented 
in the world; and I heard a ſtudent ſay 
the other day, that neither Negrofeus who 
fetched Oriſbe from hell, nor Marion who 
got upon the dolphin, and went to ſea, as 
a gentleman would do upon a hired mule, 
Nor that other great muſician, who built -a 
city with a hundred gates, and as many 


ny. never invented a better kind of 
NT muſic, 


166 * 


matic, ſo ROAR. to be learned, ſuch a man- 


ner of touching it, ſo without keys, ſtrings, 
cliffs or notes, and without any trouble 
of putting it in tune; and by the lord 
Harry, ow ſay that an Italian in this city, 
who ſets up for a very Hetfor in muſic, . 
was the inventor of it. I believe it very 
readily, anſwered Rinconete; but let us liſten. 
to the performance of our mulicians, for 
by Ganancioſa's humming, I ſuppoſe ſhe is 
going to ſing. And indeed it proved fo, for 
had begged her to ſing ſome. 
couplets of thoſe which were laſt made for A 


their own uſe : The firſt that begen aas 


Eſcalanta, who with a ſhrill mT hore 


For a red-hair'd Sevillian, 4 the lord of n my foul | 
IP paſſionate heart is burnt up to a * 5 


| Ganancioſa ſung | the next : 


- What varipus deſires does _— impart, 
* 1 lover en my = 


And preſently after r Monipotio aching 


an extraordinary flouriſh feat the pieces . I 
ou 


of che broken p _ ro tinah —Y * 
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Al = ade of lovers 4050 MAP in nature, ; 


; bad their anger. is great, Yeti Ne ure is e 


i 8 ” Cartbarta e being unwilling to be 
fllent, took another patten, fell to AA 
3 5 28 e che reſt linging : 


: „ Held, angry man, forbear your bad deſign,” Py 
1* 8 mY pwn nen you beat, when 0 beat mine. 


£ 


Let 118 field! the ain g (Imean 8 

1 without any diſcord) ſaid Repolido, and let 
us not meddle with old ſtories; for what 
is paſſed, let it paſs, let us talk of ſome- 
| . thing elſe; ; there have been words enough 
to that tune, Their deſign was not to have 
Nt left off finging fo ſoon, had not they heard 
ſomebody knocking at the door very haſ- 
tily ; upon» which Monipodio went out to 


ſee who it was; and the centry told him 


that he had tpied at the end of the ſtreet, 
the alcaide, and before him come Toros 
and Cernicalo, neutral catchpoles. The 
company within hearing this, it put them 
in ſuch a hurly-burly and confuſion, that 


dens the wrong way, Ganancioſa dropped her 
broom, Monpodio his broken plate, and all 
the muſic was put in a troubled ſilence, 
8 ne was ſtruck dumb, Fepoldo 


Was 


Caribarta and Eſcalanta put on their PRES. 
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was aſtoniſhed, and Maniferro ſcared out of 


his ſenſes, and they all vaniſhed, ſome one 
way, fome another, climbing up the rat- 
ters and tiles to eſcape into the next ſtreet; 
never did a muſket fired on a ſudden, nor 
thunder unexpected ſo affright a-flock of 
careleſs pigeons, as the news of the coming 
of the magiſtrate, terrified and put in a con- 
fuſion this aſſembly of good people. The 


two novices, Rinconete and Cortadillo knew 


not what to do with themſelves, and ſo 
waited quietly, expecting how this ſud- 
den ſtorm would end, which was over, 
upon the centry's returning to tell them, 
that the magiſtrate had paſſed by without 
any ſigns of ſuſpicion; and whilſt they 
were telling this to Monipodio, a young 

ntleman came to the door, whom Mo- 
nipodio brought in with him, and com- 
manded them to call Chiguiznaque, Mani- 
ferro, and Repolido, and not any of the reſt 
to come down; but as Rinconete and Corta- 
Allo had ſtaid below in the hall, they could 
hear all the diſcourſe which paſſed between 
Monipedio and the gentleman, who ſaid to 
Monipodio, Why have you ſerved me ſo ill, 


in what I truſted to you? Monipodio an- 


ſwered, that as yet, he did not know what 
was done in that affair; but there was the 


workman in whoſe charge it was, and he 
would 


would give a good account of himſelf. C. 
quiznaque came down, and Monipodio aſked 
him if. he had executed the buſineſs that 
was committed to him, of the fourteen * 
ſlaſhes; Which of them, anſwered Chi- 
quiznaque, 18 it the merchant in the croſs- 
way? The ſame, anſwered the gentleman. 
What has paſſed in this affair, ſaid Chiguix- 
naque, is, that as I was watching laſt night 
at the door of his houſe, and he came out 
before prayer time; coming nigh him, I 
took a ſtrict ſurvey and eſpecial notice of 
his face, and found it ſo ſmall, that I 
ſaw it was impoſſible to place ſo many 
ſlaſhes in it; finding the impracticability to 
comply with what was promiſed, and to do 
what I carried in my deſtruction; Inſtructi- 
on you would ſay, Sir, ſaid the gentleman. 
I would have ſaid fo, anſwered Chiquiz- 
naque ; I ſay, ſeeing the narrowneſs of, and 
| ſmall quantity of his face, that it would 
not hold the propoſed ſlaſhes ; becauſe my 
journey ſhould not be in vain, I gave a fine 
plump-faced lacquey of his, the fourteen 
flaſhes, and thoſe of the largeſt ſize. But, 
ſaid the gentleman, I had rather you had 
given the maſter ſeven, than the ſervant 
7 r ² _ 


The Spaniards often hire bullies to disfigure 
any one they have a grudge againſt, by cutting and 
flaſhing them in the ace. | | 


(170) . 
fourteen; in effect, you have not complied 
with me as was reaſonable; but no matter, 
e thirty ducats I left as earneſt, will 
make no difference: I kiſs your hands, 
ntlemen ; and ſaying this, he took off his 
t, and turned about to go away. But 
Monipadio laid hold on his cloak, ſaying, 
Stay, Sir, and comply with your promiſe ; 
for we have complied with our's, with a 
great deal of honour, and even more than 
we promiſed ; there wants twenty ducats ; 
and you, Sir, ſhall not ſtir out from hence 
without giving it, ora pledge that is worth it. 
And do you, Sir, call this complying with 
your word, anſwered the gentleman, to ſlaſh 
the ſervant, when you ſhould have ſlaſhed 
the maſter? Sir, it anſwers the end very 
well, ſaid Chiquiznaque ; I think it is well 
done, do not you remember the proverb, 
that ſays, He that loves Bertram, loves: bis 
dog? Well, in what manner can you ap- 
ply this proverb ? replied the gentleman. 
hy, is it not the ſame, proceeded Chiquiz- 
naque, as to ſay, He that hates Bertram, hates 
bis dog? and ſo Bertram is the merchant, 
you, Sir, wiſh him ill, his lacquey is the 
dog, and the flaſhing the dog is laſhing 
Bertram; and now that doubt is ſolved, 
and explains itſelf; for which reaſon there 
is nothing more to do, than to pay imm e- 
ES. ae, 


diately, without any delay, or the leaſt men- 
tion of abatement. This I will ſwear well 
to, added Monipodio, and you have taken 
it out of my mouth, friend Ch:iquiznaque, 
and all that you have ſaid; and fo, Sir, do 
not ſtand upon trifles with your ſervants 
and friends, but take my counſel, and pay 
what is earned; and if you pleaſe that we 
ſhould give another ſlaſhing to the-maſter, 
as much as his face can carry, make account 
that he isalready under the ſurgeon's hands. 
If you do this, anſwered the gentleman, I 
will willingly pay for both the one and the 
other, without any abatement. Make no 
more doubt of it, ſaid Monipodio, than of 
being a chriſtian; for Chiquianaque ſhall 
mark him in ſuch a manner, as if he had 
been born with it. With this ſecurity and 

romiſe, anſwered the gentleman, receive 
this gold chain in pledge of the twenty du- 
cats owing, and of forty I offer for the 
ſlaſhing to come; it weighs a thouſand ry- 
als; and it may all be worked out, for I 
have a perſon in my eye to whom it will 
be needful before long, to give other four- 
teen flaſhes. Then he took off a chain 
which he wore about his neck, and gave it 
to Monipodio, which as to the colour and 
weight he ſaw was no deceit. - Monipo- 
dio received it with a great deal of 
5 . pleaſure 


ure and complaiſance, becauſe he was 


extremely well bred; the execution was 
left to Chiguiznaque's charge, who only took 
that night to do it. The gentleman went 


away very well contented, and preſently 
after Monipodio called them that were ab- 


ſent, who had hid themſelves in holes and 


corners for fear- of the magiſtrate, All 
came down, and Monipodio placing himſelf 
in the midit of them, took out a memoran- 


dum book, which he carried in the hood 


of his cloak, and gave it to Rinconete to 
read, becauſe he did not know how himſelf. 
Rinconete opened it, and in the firſt leaf he 

ſaw was written, a memorandum of the 
flaſhes which are to be given this week. 

The firſt is the merchant in the croſs- way, 
worth fifty crowns, received thirty on ac- 
count; Chiguiznagque to execute it. 

I do not believe, child, there is any other, 
ſaid Aonipodio; go on, and ſee where it ſays,a 
memorandum of the cudgelings or beatings. 
Rinconete turned over the leat, and on ano- 


or baſtinadoes. 
The cellar man that ſells clover oraſs, 
rwelve baſtinadoes, and thoſe well laid on, 
OO 
The Spaniards are ſo ſpiteful a peop le, and yet 


ſuch great cowards, that if they have a 2 againſt 
any perſon, they dare not revenge themſelves, but 


hire th eſe bravoes to do it. 


ther was written, a memorandum +. +. 


at a crown each; received eight on account, 
the time allowed is ſix days; Maniferro to 
execute it. 
This may be croſſed out, faid Maniferro: ; 
for this night I ſhall diſcharge it. 
Is there any more, child ? ſaid Monipodio. 
| Yes, there is another, anſwered Rinconete, 
which fays thus, The hunch-back taylor, 
who goes by the name of Gold Finch, fix 
| baſtinadoes heavily laid on, at the requeſt 
of the lady who left the necklace Deſmo- 
chado to execute it. I wonder much, ſaid 
Monipodio, that this is not diſcharged, with- 
out doubt, ſomewhat has happened to De/- 
mochado, for it is two days paſt the time al- 
lowed, and he has not ſet a ſtitch in this 
buſineſs... I met him yeſterday, ſaid Mani- 
ferro, and he told me the hunch-back being 
ſick, was obliged to keep within doors, 
which was the reaſon he. had not executed 
it. This I believe to be true, ſaid Monipo- 
dio, becauſe I believe Deſmochado to be ſo 
good a workman, that had it not been for 
juſt an impediment, ere now he would 
have made an end of things of great- 
er importance.  Is- there any thing 
more than this, my little lad ? No, Sir, an- 
ſwered Rinconete. Well, go forward, ſaid 
Monipodio, and fee where it ſays, Memo- 
randum of common injuries. Rinconete went 


DEED | for ward, 


* 


forward, and ls written in cats 


to ſay, * Blows over the face with viols full 
of ink, nailing of San Benitos and horns at 
People's doors, jeerings and ſcoffings, frigh- 
tening folks, Sc. What does it fay under- 


neath? faid Monipodio. It ſays, replied | 


Rinconete, Anointings with the oil of juni- 
in the houſe of Do not mention the 
houſe ; for I already know where it is, re- 
hed Monipodio, for J am the manager of 
theſe trifling things; and there are already 


ven, on account, four crowns, the whole 


is eight. It is very true, ſaid Rinconete, for 
this is all written here; and a little below 
it ſays, Nailing of horns at Do not 
read, ſaid Monipodio, the houſe or where, 
for it is enough to do the wrong, without 
telling it publicly; and it is a great load 


to the conſcience, at leaſt, I had rather 


nail a hundred Þ horns, and as many San ＋ 
Benitos, ſo that they pay me for my trou- 


ble, rather than tell it once, although it 


was to the mother that bore me. The 
executor of this, ſaid Rinconete, 1 is Nari- 


guetta. 


9 This i is done to dis people. 


2 Nothing raiſes the Spaniſh blood ſo much, as 


even the bare mention of horns, ſothatnailingthem 
at their doors is the higheſt affront imaginable. 

+ A San Benito is a ſort of a croſs worn by con- 
vertetl Jews, when they come out of the Inquiſition, 
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. This is already done, and paid for, 
ſaid Monipodio; fee if there is any thing 
more; and if my memory fails me not, 
there ſhould be a memorandum of a fright, 
of twenty crowns, half is already paid; the 
whole community are to execute it, the 
time allowed, is the remainder of this pre- 
ſent month; 1t muſt be punctually complied 
without failing a tittle ; and it will be one 
of the beſt things of this ſort, that has hap- 
pened in this city for many years. Give me 
the book, young man, for I know there is 
no more, and I know alfo that our buſineſs 
is very dead at preſent ; but after this time 
another will come, and there will be more 
to do than we care for; for a leaf does not 
move without the will of God, and we do 
not oblige people to revenge themſelves by 
force of any one ; but the worſt is, every 
man is valiant in his own cauſe, and is not 
willing to pay for the workmanſhip of the 
work, if he can do it with his own hands. 
It is very true, ſaid Repolido; but pray Don 
Monipodio, fee what orders you have to 
give us; for it grows late, and the heat 
comes on us apace. Obſerve your orders, 
_ gentlemen, ſaid Monipodio; you are all to 
repair to your poſts, and let no one ſtir 
from them till Sunday; for we will meet to- 
. gether then, at this very place, and will 
158 ö | divide 


AA; 


wy as 4 


1 
4597 : EP 
FEE: 3 5 * NR 3 1 
* 2 # of 0 Þ h __ 
. 2 . 38 7 2 * e 8 „ = » 4 
S "A . N 77 8 8 n 4 
. 3 —_— IEEE: 75 , WH 8 r . 
5 LY 4" SN 8 7 2 3 #5 4 8 e WA 
dl 43%, Ro * <<. C +. A. : +. 085 3 4 = 
* 3 4 3 1 8 * ws 1 3 N 
* 9 9 KY 8 2 es n & 32 "2 I b Is n 
2 4 .. 4 8 1 r A & 
S 4 * 7 2 2 3 by 3 Set a & * — <A of PR, 
e 77 ha *. % Re 4222 


bf + k "- 1 1 * 2-3 
e 2 Ny 9 5 2 g * 
F ＋ 22 5 OE M1 © PR 


* — g 
8 2 r „ qa; 
- > +. eES 
' 
« 27 


Salvuato will ſhew you; an 


divide OY 
defrading any one, To Rinconete the Good, 


may exerciſe your art; for I have ſeen others 


of leſs abilities than you, go off with twen- | 


us what we get, without BY 


and Cortadills I give you for your. diſtri _ 
until Sunday, from the golden tower out of 
the city, to the gate of the caſtle, where you 


„ 


ty ryals a day in ſmall money, beſides ſilver, 


vich one —. of cards my This diſtrict 

although you 
ſhould extend yourſelf unto St. Sebaſtian and 
St. Elmo, it is not much matter, although 


it is a rule amongſt us, that no one muſt 


meddle with what does not belong to him. 


The two novices kiſſed his hand for the fa- 


vour he had ſhewed them, promiſing to 
do their buſineſs well and faithfully, with 


this Monipodio drew a folded paper out 
of the hood of his cloak, which contained 
a liſt of the fraternity ; and ſaid to Rinco- 
nete, Put your name there, as likewiſe that 


| of Cortadillo; but becauſe there was no ink- 


horn, he gave them the paper, that they 

ht take it with them, and write their 
names at the firſt apothecary's ſhop they 
ſhould come to, ſetting down Rinconete and 


all diligence and circumſpection. With _ 


Cortadillo brothers, no noviceſhip, Rinco- 


nete a cheat, Cortadillo a cut-purſe, the day 
of the month, and the year, without ſay- 


ing 


"* * 
a * 
A * 
: * 
F 28 
1 bx 
Y % 5 * 
o * ing * thi 
, i 
, 
4 
” 


. 


old hornets came in, and ſaid, I am come 


to tell you, gentlemen, that juſt now I 
met with Lobillo of Malaga, and he tells 
me, that he comes improved in his art, to 
ſo great a degree, that with clean cards, he 
can cheat Satan himſelf; and becauſe he is 
but in a ſhabby condition, he does not 
come immediately to regiſter himſelf, and 
pay his uſual obedience, but on Sunday he 


will be here without fail. I always 3 


ſaid Monipodio, that this Lobillo would be 


an excellent proficient in his art, becauſe 


he has the beſt, and moſt accommodate 
hands for that buſineſs any man could de- 


fire; for to be a good workman in one's 
bulineſs, it is as neceſſary to have good 


inſtruments to work with, as a good ge- 
nius to learn it. I1 likewiſe met, ſaid the 


old hornet, in one of the inns in the Dyer's- 
Arret, the Few in the habit of a clergyman, 


who went to lodge there, having learned 
d therein, and he 


had a mind to ſee, if he could not clinch © + 


that two. Pawoien: 1 


them in play, although but for a ſmall mat- 
ter, that there might ſomething come of it; 


he alſo ſays, on Sunday, without fail, he willjoin 


us, and give acount of himſelf. I his Jew al- 


fo, laid pars, is a keen hawk, and has 
a great 


7 of a or r country. Whilſt 
they they w were talking thus, one of the 


©. 5 
t deal of knowledge; it is a long time 
— I have ſeen him, and he does not do 
| yell; but if he does not mend, I ſhall un- 

k him, and let all the world know, the 
thief is no more in orders than a Turk, and 
knows no more Latin than my mother. 

Is there any more news? No, anſwered the 
old hornet, at leaſt that I know of. Well, 
may it be in a good hour, ſaid Monipodio, 
you, gentlemen, take this money, and di- 

vide it amongſt you all; there's forty ryals, 
and let no one be abſent on Sunday. They 
all returned him their thanks, and turned 
to embrace each other. Repolido with Ca- 
ribarta, Eſcalanta with Manmferro, and Ga- 
nancioſa with Chiquiznaque, agreeing that at 
night, after they had done the work of the 
houſe, they would go to dame Pipota's; 
where alſo Monipodio ſaid, he would go to 
regiſter the baſket of nnen; but that firſt 
he muſt execute the anointing with the oil 
of juniper. He embraced Rinconete and 

Cortadillo ; and giving them his bleſfing, 
ſent them away, charging them never to 
ſtay Pay long | in a place; for that would be to 

diſadvantage. Salvato accompanied 
them, to ſhew them their poſts, putting 
them in mind not to be abſent on Sunday, 

becauſe he belived Aonipodio was to read a 
lecture on their art; with this he went 

away 


4 


* away, leaving the two companions in "tits it 
„ miration at what they had ſeen. Rinconete, 7 
though but a boy; had very good natura! ä 
Parts; and as he had aſſiſted his father iin 


pe - 
* 5 3 a 

* „„ 
3 . "7 
BY — __ > 


diſtributing the pope's bulls, he knew 
ſomething of good language, and could 


not forbear laughing to think of the words 
which he had heard from Monipodio, and 
the reſt of that bleſſed community; how they 


brought out Adver/ary for Anni ver ſary, and 
how Caribarta faid that Repolido was a Tar- 
peyan ſailor, and a tiger of Ocana, inſtead 
of Hyrcania, with a thouſand other imper- 


\ 


ven for her ſins. He admired much at o- 
ther things of the like nature; and above 


j 


| their ſtrictneſs and conſtancy at divine wor- 
| ſhip, when they were ſo full of thefts, ho- 


laughed to think of the good old woman 
under care in her houſe, and went to place 


little candles to the ſaints; and with this 
ſhe thought to go to heaven, without peep- 


ing into purgatory : He was no leſs aſto- - 
1 niſhed at * obedience and 9 all of | 


tinencies, eſpecially when ſhe ſaid that the 
{ trouble ſhe had to get the twenty-four ry-. 
als, ſhe hoped might be diſcounted by hea- 


| all, the ſecurity they were in, and the con- 
| fidence they had of their going to heaven; 


micides and offences againſt God; and he 


Pipota, who left the baſket of ſtolen linnen 
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aid Monipodio, bein 
; and wicked fellow; 
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- lowed : Laitly, he exaggerated the careleſs i 
neis of the magiſtrates of that famous city 


pernicious ſet of - n<ople, almoſt N 
and le prof oſed to. adviſe his 5 
- not teftay long [> wicked and diffolute . 
8x © company however, being carried away. 
by his youth and »-tle XN erience, he ſtHid** 
with them ſomc mon ES, in which UG ye 
pere happened things which would fill a. 
N large volume; and 0 T T leave him for another 
opportunity, to tell of his life and actions, 
with thoſe of his maſter Mapodio, and 
| other adventures in that infamous acade- 
2 my; all which are worthy of conſideration, 
ſerve as an 1 Example; and advice to 
Ex. 
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